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luky, which we reached at sundown, and I drew up my 
waggons in an open grassy glade on a rather elevated 
voi. It. B 
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position, commanding a fine view of tlie Ijold outline of 
the surrounding mountains. On the marcli I shot a white 
rhinoceros in the act of charging down a rocky face, with 
all the dogs in full pursuit of him. Tlie ball disabled 
him in the shoulder, when, pitching upon his head, he 
described the most tremendous somersault, coining down 
among the stones and bushes with the overwhelming vio- 
lence of an avalanche. 

On the 27th I cast loose my horses at earliest dawn of 
day, and then lay half asleep for two hours, when I arose 
to consume coifee and rhinoceros. Having breakfasted, 
I started with a party of the naiives to search for elephants 
in a southerly direction. We held along the gravelly bed 
of a periodical river, in which were abundance of holes 
excavated by the elephants in quest of water. Here the 
spoor of rhinoceros was extremely plentiful, and in every 
hole where they liad drunk the print of the horn was 
visible. We soon found the spoor of an old bull elephant, 
which led us into a dense forest, where the ground was 
particularly unfavourable for spooring ; we, however, 
threaded it out for a considerable distance, when it joined 
the spoor of other bulls. The natires now requested me 
to halt, while men went off in different directions to 
recoDQintre. 

Id the mean time a trcmetiduus conHagration was 
roaring and crackling close to windward of us. It was 
caused by the Bakalahan burning tlie old dry grass to 
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enable the young to spring up with greater facititj, 
whereby they retained the game in their dominions. Tlie 
fire stretched away for many miles on either side of us, 
darkening the forest far to leeward with a dense and im- 
penetrable canopy of smoke. Here we remained for about 
half an hour, when one of the men returned, reporting 
that he had discovered elephants. This I could scarcely 
credit, for I fancied that the extensive fire which raged so 
fearfully must have driven, not only elephants, but every 
living creature out of the liistrict. The native, however, 
poiuted to his eye, repeating the word " Klow," and 
signed to me to follow him. My guide led me about a 
mile through dense forest, when we reached a little well- 
wooded hill, to whose simimit we ascended, whence a view 
might have been obtained of the surrounding country, 
had not volumes of smoke obscured the scenery lar and 
wide, as though issuing from the funneb of a thousand 
steamboats. Here, to my astonishment, my guide halted, 
and pointed to the thicket close beneath me, when I in- 
stantly perceived the colossal backs of a herd of bull 
elephants. There they stood quietly browsing on the lee 
side of the hill, while the fire in its might was raging to 
windward within two hundred yards of them. 

I directed Johannus to choose an elephant, and pro- 
mised to reward him should he prove successful. Gal- 
loping fiiriously down the hill, I started tlie elephanta with 
an unearthly yell, and instantly selected the finest in the 
b2 
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herd. Placing myself alongside, I fired both barrels be- 
hind his shoulder, when he instantly turned upon me, and 
in hia impetuous eareer charged head foremost into a 
large bushy tree which he sent flying before him high 
in the air with tremendous force, coming down at the 
same moment violently on his knees. He then met the 
raging fire, when, altering hia course, he wheeled to the 
right-about. As I galloped after him I perceived another 
noble elephant meeting us in an opposite direction, and 
presently tlie gallant Johannus hove in sight, following 
his (juarry at a respectful distance. Both elephants held 
on together, so I shouted to Johannus, " I will give 
your elephant a shot in the shoulder, and you must try 
to finish him." Spurring my horse, I rode close along- 
side, and gave the fresh elephant two halls immediately 
beliind tlie shoulder, when he parted from mine, Johannus 
following ; but before many minutes had elapsed that 
mighty Nimnid reappeared, having tired one shot and lost 
his prey. 

In the mean time 1 was loading and firing as fast as 
could be, sometimes at the head, and sometimes behind 
the shoulder, until my elephant's fi)re-qunrier8 were a 
mass of gore, notwithstauding which he continued to hold 
stoutly on, leaving the grass and branclies of the forest 
scarlet in bis wake. 

On one occasion be endenvoured to escape by charging 
desperately amid the thickest of the flames ; but this did 
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not avail, and I was soon once more alongside. I blazed 
away at tliie t'lepliaot, unlJI I began to think that he was 
proof against my weapons. Having 6red tliirty-five 
rounds with my two-grooved rifle, I opened fire upon him 
with the Dutch aix-pounder ; and when forty bullets had 
perforated his hide, be began for the firgt time to evince 
signs of a dilapidated constitution. He took up a posi- 
tion in a grove; and as the dogs kept barking round 
him, be hacked atera foremost among the trees, which 
yielded before liis gigantic strength. Poor old fellow ! he 
had lung braved my deadly shafts, but I plainly saw that 
it was now all over with him ; so I resolved to expend no 
further ammunition, hut hold bim in view until be died. 
Throughout the chase this elephant repeatedly cooled bis 
person with large quantities of water, which he ejected 
from bia trunk over bis back and sides ; and just as this 
pangs of death came over him, he stood trembling vio- 
lently beside a thorny tree, and kept pouring water into 
his bloody mouth until he died, when he pitched heavily 
forward, with the whole weight of his fore -quarters resting 
on the points of his luaka. 

A most singular occurrence now took place. He lay 
in this posture for several seconds, but the amazing pres- 
sure of the carcase was mure than the head was able to 
support. He had fallen with bia head so short under 
bim that the tusks received little assistance from his legs. 
Something must give way. TTie strain on the mighty 
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tusks was fair ; they did not, therefore, )rield ; but the 
portion of bis head in which the tusk wan imbedded, 
exteodiiig a luDg way abore the eye, yielded and burst 
with a muffled crash. The tusk was thus free, and turned 
right round in hie head, so that a man could draw it out, 
and the carcase fe)l over and rested on its side. This 
was a very first-rate elephant, and the tusks he carried 
were long and perfect. 

On the 28th I saddled up, and rode for the waggons, 
steering my course by the lofty pyramidal mount^n, in 
whose vicinity they were drawn up- The remainder of 
the day was spent in constructing a loading-rod of rhi- 
noceros-horn, and writing up the log. At an early hour 
on the 29th I started a party of the natives, bearing my 
impedimenta, to await me at the i-arease of the last 
L'lephunt ; and in the forenoon I held tliilher, accom- 
panied by Johaonus. Cantering along through the forest, 
I came suddenly in full viuw of one of the loveliest 
animals which graces this fair creation. This was an old 
buck of the sable antelope, the rarest and most beau- 
tiful animal in Africa. It is large and powerful, pai^ 
taking considerably of the nature of the ibex. Its 
back and tiides are of glossy black, beautifully con- 
trasting with the belly, which is white as driven snow. 
The horns are upwards of three feet in length, and bend 
strongly back with a bold sweep, reaching nearly to the 
liaunehcH. 
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This animal was first discovered by Captain Harris, of 
the Bombay Engineers, in 1837. As I subsequently de- 
voted a great deal of time in the pursuit of this ant^lnpe, 
I shall not here make any remarks concerning him. The 
one which was now before me was the first I had seen, and 
I shall never forget the sensations I experienced on be- 
holding a sight so thrilling to the sportsman's eye. He 
stood with a small troop of pallatis right in our path, and 
had unfortunately detected us before we saw him. Shout- 
ing to my pack, I galloped after him ; but the day was 
close and warm, and the dogs bad lost their spirit with 
the sun. My horse being an indifferent one, I soon lost 
ground, and the beautiful sable antelope, gaining a rocky 
ridge, was very soon beyond my reach, and vanished for 
ever from my view. I then rode on for the carcase of 
the elephant, where 1 took up my quarters for the night, 
but I sought in vain to close my eyelids : the image of 
the sable antelope was still before me, and I slept little 
throughout the night. 

On the 31st I held south-east in quest i>f elephants, 
willi a large party of the natives." Our coiu^e lay through 
an open part of the forest, where I beheld a troop of 
springboks and two ostriches, the first 1 had seen for a 
long time. We held for Towannie, a strong fountain in 
the gravelly bed of a periodical river: here two herds of 
cow elepbanta had drunk on the preceding evening, but I 
declined to follow these ; and presently, at a muddy 
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foimUin a little in advaace, we took op tbe spoor rf an 
enormous bull, which had wallowed in tbe nud and then 
plastered tbe aidea of eerenl of tbe adjacent vieteran- 
looking trees. We followed tbe spoor throng letei (breal 
in an easterly directjoa. wbeo tbe leadii^ P^*^ orernn 
the spoor, and casts were made for iis reco*CTj. Pre- 
sently I detected an excited natii-e beckomug violently a 
little to my left, and, cantering up to him, be said that 
be had aeen the elephant He led me through the fiireet 
a few hundred yards, when, clearing a walt-a-bit, I 
came full in view of the tallest and largest bull elephant 
I bad ever ^een. He stood broadside to me, at ap- 
wards of one hundred yards, and his attention at the 
moroent was occupied with the dogs, wljicb, unaware 
of his proximity, were rushing past him. while the old 
fellow seemed to gaze at their uowoDiL'd appearance 
with Burpriae. 

Halting my horse. I fired at his shoulder, and secured 
him with a single shot. The ball caught him high Dpon 
the sfauu tiler-blade, n-Ddering him iiutiuitly dead lame ; 
and before tlic echo of the biillet could reach my ear, I 
plainly taw that the elephant was mine. The dogs now 
came up and barked around blm, but, finding himself 
ittcapacitated, the old fellow seemed determined tu take 
it easy, and, limping slowly to a neighbouring tree, he 
remained stationary, eyeing his pursuers with a resigned 
and philosophic air. 
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I resolved to JcTotu a short limt; to the contemplation 
of this noble elephant befure I ebould lay him low : 
accordingly, liaring off-saddled the horaes beneath a 
eliady tree which was to be my quarter? for the night and 
eusaing day, I quickly kindled a fire and put on the 
kettle, and in a very few minutes tuy coffee was prepared. 
There I sat in my fureet home, coolly sipping my coffee, 
with one of the finest elephants in Africa aw^ting my 
pleasure beside a neighbouring tree. 

It was, indeed, a striking scene ; and as I gazed upon 
the Htupendous veteran of the forest, I thought of the red 
deer which I loved to follow in my native land, and felt 
that, though the Fates had driven me to follow a more 
daring and arduous avocation in a distant land, it was a 
good exchange which I had made, for I was now a chief 
over boundless forests, which yielded unspeakably more 
uuble and exciting sport. 

Having admired the elephant for a considerable time, 
I resolved to make experiments for ^Tilnerable pointe, 
and, approaching veiy near, I fired several bullets at dif- 
ferent parts of his enormous skull. Tliese did not seem 
to affect him in the slightest ; he only acknowledged the 
shots by a. " salaam-like "' movement of his trunk, with 
the point of which he gently touched the wound with a 
striking and peculiar action. Surprised and shocked to 
find that I was only tormenting and prolonging the suffer- 
ings of the noble beast, which bore his trials with such 
b3 
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(Ugmfied composure, I resolved to fini&b the proceed- 
ing with ail poasible despatch ; ao^rdiogly I opened 
fire upon him from the left side, mming behind the 
ghoidder; but even there it waa long before my bullets 
seemed to take eSbct. I first fired six shots with the two- 
grooved, which must have eventually proved morlal, but 
as yet he evinced no visible distress ; after which I fired 
three shots at the same part with the Dutch six-pounder. 
Large tears now trickled from his eyes, which he slowly 
shut and opened ; liis colossal frame quivered convul- 
sively, and, falling on his side, he expired. The tusks 
of this elephant were beautifully arched, and were the 
heaviest I had yet met with, averaging dOlbs. weight 
apiece. 

On the Ist of September — so full of interest to the 
British Nimrod — we saddled our steeds and steered our 
course for Mangmaluky. Cantering along the base of 
a mount^n range, I started two klipspringers, whicli 
went bounding up tlic mountain side with the elasticity 
of an India-rubber ball, selecting for their path tlie 
most prominent points of the large fragments of rock 
of which the mountain - side was chieBy composed. 
I shot one of these, being the first of the species 
I had killed, though in subsequent years, while hunting 
the sable antelope, I secured a number of fine speci- 
mens. This darling little antelope frequents pre- 
cipitous rocky bills and mountains, and bounds along over 
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the broken masses of rock with the most extraordinary 
ease and agility : it may often be seen perched, like a 
cliamois, on the sharp pinnacle of some rock or stone, 
with its four feet drawn close up together. Its hoofs are 
diffi-'rent from those of other antelopes, being suited solely 
for rooky ground, and are so formed that the weight of 
the animal rests upon their tips. On looking down a 
precipice I have often seen two or three of this interesting 
antelope lying together on a large flat mass of rock, and 
sheltered from the power of the noonday sun by the 
friendly shade of some sandal-wood or other mountain 
tree. They are about half the size of tlie Sootlish 
roebuck, whose winter coat the texture of their hair 
very much resembles, but it is stiffer and of a yellower 
colour. 

On tlie afternoon of the 2nd, as I was sitting in my 
waggon writing up my journal, a koodoo charged past 
me, closely followed by a pack of hungry wild dogs, 
which maintained their position although all my kennel 
joined them in the chase, and, holding on, the wild doge 
killed the koodoo just as it reached the water where my 
oxen drank. On the 3rd I took the field with Johannus 
and a small party of Bakalahari, and held a northerly 
direction. After following the spoor of four bull elephants 
for many miles in a semicircular course, we came up 
with them in extremely dangerous and unfavourable 
ground, when I was fortimate enough to secure the finest, 
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after a severe and dangerous conflict, duriag nbich, on 
three separate occaBions, I uarrowly est^ped destruction. 
Tlie liorae 1 rode was " Colesberg," which, as usual, 
capered and balked me when I tried to fire from his 
back ; wlien I dismounted, lie seemed to take a pleasure 
in jerking my arm as I was taking aim ; and on the 
elephant charging he declined permitting me to regain 
the saddle. This elephant was a first-rate bull, with 
large and perfect tuaka: he fell within three hundred 
yards of tlie fouataius, where I found a bW-k rhinoceros 
which I wounded on the 31st of August. The sun was 
powerful throughout the day ; tlie months of winter were 
gone by, and summer was rapidly advancing. The trees 
were budding and putting forth leaves, which loaded the 
passing breeze with a sweet and balmy fragrance. In 
low-lying districts the young grass had already com- 
menced to shoot forth its tender blades, and all nature 
seemed to pant for the grateful rains to robe herwlf in 
her mantle of summer verdure. 

In the evening I laved in the fountain my sunburnt 
eyes, whicii were sore and irritated from the constant strain 
necessarily concomitant on spooring; after which I sat 
for a long time silently contemplating the tranquil scene. 
As the sun went down, the number of tlie feathered tribe 
that visited the fountains was truly surprising : turtle- 
doves, and extremely small long-tailed pigeous, were 
most abundant, lliese kt-pt collecting from every side, 




uttering their gentle notes, till tiic treed and bushes 
around the glade were thickly covered with them. I also 
observed four distinct varieUea of partridge ; and guinea- 
fowls attended in flocks of from twenty to sixty. On the 
4th, having few followers, I was occupied from early 
ilawn until tlie sun was under in cleaning tlie skull and 
liirwing out the tuske of my bull elephant ; nnd on the 
following day I returned to camp with a party of Baka- 
lahan bearing tiiera upon their shoulders. On the 6tli 
I took the field with about forty natives and held through 
the forest in a south-easterly direction. Falling in with 
two white rhinoceroses, one of which carried an unusually 
long horn, 1 was induced to give her chase ; and by hard 
riding I soon overtook and finished her with four shots 
behind the shoulder. 

Id the afternoon I was engaged for many hours com- 
bating with a vicious elephant, which I finished with 
thirty-five bullets In the shoulder, iu an impracticable 
jungle of wait-a-hit thorns. The conflict was greatly 
prolonged by "Tlie Immense Brute," which capered con- 
tinually, and constantly destroyed the correctness of my 
aim. ^Vhile I was fighting with this elephant, my dogs 
were combating with a younger bull, which they hunted 
backwards and forwards in the same thicket with myself. 
This elephant took up a position beside the one which 
had fallen, and the dogs continued barking around 
him. My rifle being now extremely dirty, I experienced 
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considerable difficulty ia ramming home tlie balls, tiot- 
withstandJDg the power of my rhinoccroe-horn loading- 
rod. This being accomplished, I ran cautiously within 
twenty yards of tins second elephant, and, resting 
my ri6c on a branch, I aimed for his heart and pressed 
the trigger. Alas ! it was for the last time. The barrel 
burst with a terrific explosion, sending the locks and half 
the stock flying right and lefl. and very nearly sending 
me to "the land of the leal." I, however, received no 
further damage than a alight bum on my left arm, and 
the loss for many days of the use of my left ear, a frag- 
ment of the barrel having whizzed close past it. At first 
I was HO stunned that I knew not if I were wounded or 
not, and on recovering from the shock my person imder- 
went a strict scrutiny. Before I discovered these ele- 
phants I was faint from thirst, and quite done up with 
the power of the sun, owing to which I considered that I 
did not attack the elephant so bravely as I might other- 
wise have done. 

The loss of my trusty tw&-grooved rifle, in such a re- 
mote comer of the world, was irreparable, and cut me 
tJ> the heart. It was my mainstay ; and aa I thought 
of the many services it had performed for me in the 
hour of need, I mourned over it as David moumed for 
Absalom. On the evening of the 7th I returned lo 
Mangmaluky under a burning sun, which continued 
oppressive throughout the day. Having lost my two- 
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grooved rifle, I resolved to try what could be done nith 
the double-barrelled Moore und Purdey rifles, carry- 
ing sixteen to tlie pound, and I accordingly set about 
casting hardened bullets to suit them. For this purpose 
I had brought in with mc a quantity of solder, but I 
now had tbe mortiflcation to discover that all that I 
had possessed of this important article had mysteriously 
vanished by some underhand transaction betwixt my 
tbllowers and Sicomy. I was thus reduced to the 
extremity of melting tbe contents of my old military 
canteen to harden the bullets ; and upon overhauling 
it, I appertained that the tray of the anufferg, the 
spoons, candlesticks, teapots, and two drink ing-cups, 
were admirably suited for this purpose, and I accord- 
ingly sentenced them to undergo the fiery ordeal of 
tbe ladle. 

In tbe evening I had much pleasure to behold my old 
fnend JMutchuisho walk into my camp, followed by a 
numerous party of the natives. He seemed glad to see 
me, and we at once arranged to make an expedition to 
the eastward on the following day. Accordingly, on the 
morning of the 9th I took the field with Jobannus and 
Mutcbuisho and about eighty men, and proceeded in a 
south-easterly direction. We continued our course till 
the sun went down without flniling fresli spoor, when we 
halted for the night to leeward of a. fountain, where 
we hoped that elephants would come to drink. The heat 
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throughout the day had been most oppressive, the dense 
lecel forest rendering it still more insupportable. On the 
morrow we cast looi»e the horses to graze long before the 
dawn of day. No elephants had visited the fountain, eo 
after an early breakfast we saddled up, and again held on in 
aH«a8terly direction through boundless forests, till I found 
myself in a country which I had not hitherto vieited. 
Passing along beneath a i-oclty hillock we started a 
detachment of hideous hyeeiiaa, which sought slielter from 
the aun beneaili tJie shadow of the rocks. We passed 
several large herds of lovely camelopards, and I also ob- 
taini'd two very deadly chances of rhinoceros, both 6ne 
old bulls ; hut knowing well from past esperience that my 
policy was to keep my followers hungry, I refrained from 
firing a single shot. 

In the afternoon we reached a small vley, where five 
first-rate bull elephimts had drunk on the preceding 
evening. Uere my followers all sat down and rested for 
a quarter of an hour, a wild duck swimming fearlessly 
beside us. We tJien took up the spoor, hut, as it waa 
late in tlie day, I had not tlie slight^-sI expeetatjon of 
success, and was so done up with the power of the suu 
that I felt it irksome to sit in the saddle. The spoor led 
ea«t, right away from camp, hut the elephants seemed 
to have proceeded slowly, having extended widely irom 
one another, and rent and uprooted an amazing number 
of goodly trees. Presently the spoor took a turn to our 
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left, when I grieved to remark that we wert- following it 
down the wind ; thus we eventually started the elephants 
which were feeding in the forest at no great distance, but, 
owing to a eheck among the trackers, we were not aware 
of thia until the elephants had gained a considerable 
etart. 

On finding that they were gone, Johanuus and I went 
off on the spoor at a rapid pace, but I had not the 
dighteet expectation of overtaking them ; for it was bo 
late that, even if I had already commenced the attack, 
the chances were that before I could finish one the night 
would have set in. It is much easier to hold the spoor of 
a herd of elephants that have been alarmed than to follow 
those which have been undisturbed, since the former adopt 
a decided course and follow one another in a direct line- 
Thus we were enabled to hold the spoor at a gallop with- 
out a check until our horses began to evince distress ; 
and, despairing of success, I was just going to pull up, 
when I heard Johannus exclaim, *' Sir, sir, dar stand 
ilia," and, looking before me, I beheld five enormous old 
bull elephants walking slowly along. ITiey seemed 
heated by the pace at which they had retreated, and were 
now refreshing themselves with large volumes of water, 
which nature enables them to discharge from their capa- 
cious stomachs, and shower back upon their bodies with 
ilieir extraordinary trunks. I overtook these elephants in 
open ground, which enabled me at once to make a fine 
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selection, I had never before obtained ao satdafactory a 
view of a herd of bidls: they reaUy looked wondrous 
vast. It is a heart- stirring sight to behold one bull 
elephant ; but when five gigantic old fellows are walking 
slowly along before you, and you feel that you can ride 
up and vanquish whichever one you fancy, it is so over- 
poweringly exciting tliat it almost takes a man's breath 
away ; but it was now too late in the day to part with 
my breath for a single moment. Johannus whispered to 
me to wait a little, to allow tbe horses to recover their 
wind ; but Wolf dashing in upon them, I was obliged to 
follow to obtain an accurate selection of the tusks. 
Spurring my horse, iu another moment I was in the 
middle of them, closely followed by Johannus ; and in a 
twinkling the finest bull had received the contents of the 
Moore and Purdey behind the shoulder. I wag now 
joined by Wolf, who rendered me important service by 
considerably engrossing the attention of the elephant, 
running barking before him as he charged. I was in a 
precious hurry, as the sun was setting, and I kept load- 
ing and tiring at duelling distance. On receiving the 
twenty- fourth shot he stood trembling violently for 
several seconds, and then fell heavily forward on his 
tusks, after which he rolled over and rested on his tide. 
I reckoned this to be a fortunate conclusion after the 
hard and toilsome day I had spent under the power of 
a scorching sim. Mutchubho and the natives soon made 
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thrir appearance, all in wondrous good humour at our 
Gucceas. 

TTie nearest water to this elephant was in a. vley 
situated several miles to the eastward ; and when the 
natiTes had constructed a number of water-bags of the 
under skin of the elephant, a watering party was 
despatched with these and a number nf calabaahes which 
they always carried along with them. Tliis party re- 
joined us at the hour of midnight, and reported that 
while they were filliug their water-bags at one aide of 
the vley a troop of bull elephants were drinking at the 
other. Accordingly, on the morrow I went in quest of 
these, accompanied by Mutchuiaho and a small parly, 
and on the second day I came up with them and bagged 
an old bull whose tusks were the stoutest I had ever 
seen. 

On the morrow I cast loose the steeds at earliest dawn, 
and soon after we heard the hoarse cry of an elephant 
within half a mile of ua. I permitted my horses to graze 
while the dew was on the grass, after which, along with 
the dogs, I sent them to water witti a party of Baka- 
labari at a fountain reported three miles distant, and in 
the mean time I regaled myself with coSee and rhino- 
ceros. 

It is extraordinary how soon the mind accustoms 
itself to everything, good or bad. There I sat taking my 
brcak&st, with a troop of princely elephants feeding 
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withm a few nuDutes' ride of me, witli as mucb indifier- 
ence a« if I were going woodcock-shooting, I certainly 
did not feel half eo anxious about the matter as I usually 
did when taking my breakfast on a fine May morning, 
with a southerly wind, before starting to fish my native 
river. This indifference was probably owing to the 
reduced state of my system from improper diet and 
constant toil. 

When the Bakalahari returned with tlie dogs and 
horses, they reported fresh spoor of bull elephants 
by the fountain ; and at the same moment another 
party, whom Mutcbuisho had despatched in the direction 
of the cry, returned to say that it was a herd of bulls 
which we had heard that morning. This was very pleasing 
intelligence, for I had fancied that the elephants must 
be a troop of cows, whose traces we bad observed on 
the preceding evening. Everything being ready, we 
made for the elephants, and, as wc approached them, an 
old bull rhinoceros was detected standing within forl^ 
yards, which, a^ if aware that I dared not fire on liim, 
kept trotting along the path before me. ^Ve discovered 
the elephants quietly browsing on very unfavourable 
ground, the greati^r port of tlie forest consisting of the 
ever-recurring wait-a-bita. The troop was composed of 
three old bulls, two of which carried stumpy and broken 
tusks. 

On the evening of the 20lli, after bowling over another 
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elephant with a splendid pair of tusk^. I returned lo 
camp, where, to my utter horror, I found my feTourite 
Colesberg dangerously ill. Guessing that it was the dis- 
temper, I had him up instantly and bled him freely, but 
to no purpose Finding him worae on the morrow, I bled 
him again, but before midday he died in great pain, and 
shortly after life had departed a copious discharge of 
white foam issued from his nostrils, by wliich I knew 
that his illness was (he AfHcan distemper.' 

1 had also the mortification to observe that the " Im- 
mense Brute" was affected, evincing gymptoms similar to 

' This bitter scourge of Uie Africaji sportanmu pre\ alia tlutiiigh- 
■lul evary district of tbe interior iluriog the grentar (iBrt of th« 
year. At no seiuon ia the hunter's stud exempt from its rnvnges ; 
it ia most ptevalEDt however during the aumuier months, gi-iienUly 
commencing with the early rains. Hierc nru variona oiiinioui 
KBoag the horse-breeders of tbe colony regarding ila prevention 
■ndcare; hut notwithstanding ^11 that has been done and eaid, 
the snhject still rcmaina wrajiped in utler mystery. The distemper 
ixrely viaite districts adjacent to the aea, and is also iinnaiial in 
loonritain districts. In proportion as tbe traveller HdvAiiwH from 
the «ea, so will be linit tbe sickiieu prevalent. In all years it is not 
alike, and every Bt'tli or seventh year it ravages the farms on tho 
frotitier districts, where a farmer often loses from fifty I" a bnndrcd 
hones in a single season. Bleeding ia generally believwl to act la 
• preventive. Wbcu a horse is attacked with it he almost 
Invariably cornea np tu his master's wagguu, or the door of bia 
dwiel ling-place, as if soliciting assislance in bis deep diatriiaa, and 
whan led away to a distance, unless he be secured, tlio pnor animal 
will ooDttnue lo return to hia master's clwclling. Tbia was tha 
caae with my much-iamenied Coiesbetg, of tbe free and liery lo- 
dutnitsble spirit. 
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held an easterly course;, and at sundown on the seconil 
day I bagged n white rhinoceros and a fine old bull 
elephant, beside whose carpase I bivouacked as usual. 
On the forenoon of the 25th I saddled up and held for 
camp, accompanied by only one attendant. 

It was a gloriouB day, with a cloudy ?ky, and the mini 
blew fresh off the Southern Ocean. Having ridden some 
miles in a nortlierly direction, we crossed the broad and 
gravelly bed of a periodical river, id which were abun- 
dance of holes excavated by the elephants, containing 
delicioua water. Having passed the river, we entered an 
extensive grove of picturesque cameel-dom trees, clad in 
young foliage of the most delicious green. On gaining 
a gentle eminence about a mile beyond this grove, I 
looked forth upon an extensive hollow, where I bchelil 
for the first lime for many days a tine old cock ostrich, 
which quickly observed us and dashed away to our M\. 
I had ceased to devote my attention to the ostrich, and 
was atruaing my eyes in an opposite direction, when 
Kleinboy called out to me, " Dar loup de ould carle ;" 
and turning my eyes to the retreating ostrich, I l)eheld 
two first-rate old bull elephanta, charging along at their 
utmost speed within a hundred yards of it. They seemed 
at first to be in great alarm, but, quickly discovering 
what it was that had caused tlieir confusion, they at once 
reduced their pace to a slow ami stately walk. This was 
a fine look-out, the country appeared to be bvourable for 




an attack, and I was followeii by Wolf and Bonteberg, 
botli tried and serviceable doga with elephants. Owing 
to the pace at which 1 had been riding, both dogs and 
hoi-ses were out of breath, so I resolved not tn attack the 
elephants immediately, but to follow slowly, holding them 
in view. 

Ilie elephants were proceeding right up the wind, and 
the distance betwixt lis was aboiit five hundred yards. I 
advanced quietly towards them, and had proceeded about 
half way, when, casting my eyes to my right, I beheld a 
whole herd of tearing hull elephants t^tanding thick to- 
gether on a wooded eminence within three hundred yards 
of me. These elephants were almost to leeward. Now 
the correct thing to do was to slay the best in each 
trtx)p, which I accomplished in the following manner: — I 
gave the large herd my wind, upon which they instantly 
tossed llieir trunks aloft, " a moment snuffed the tainted 
gale," and, wheeling about, charged right down wind, 
crashing through the jungle in dire alarm. My object 
now was tn endeavour to select the finest bull, and hunt 
him to a distance from the other troo|), before I should 
commence to play ujwn his hide. Stirring my steed, I gal- 
loped forward. Right in my path stood two rhinoceroses 
of the white variety, and to these the dogs instantly gave 
chase. 1 followed in the wake of the retreating ele- 
phants, tracing their course by the red dust which they 
rused and left in clouds liehind them. 

vou II. c 
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Preeetitly emer^ng into an open glade, I came full in 
sight of the mighty game ; it was a truly glorious sight ; 
there were nine or ten of them, which were, with one 
exception, full-grown, firat-rate bulls, and all of them 
carried very long, heavy, and perfect tusks. Their first 
jwnic being over, they had reduced their pace to a free, 
majestic walk, and they followed one leader in a long 
line, exhibiting an appearance so grand and striking 
that any description, however brilliant, must fail to con- 
vey to the minf) of the reader an ade()uate idea of the 
reality. Increasing my pace, I shot alongside, at the 
same lime riding well out from the elephants, the better 
to obtain an inspection of their tusks. It was a difficult 
matter to decide which of them I should select, for every 
elephant seemed better than his neighl>our ; but, on ac- 
count of the extraordinary size and beauty of his tusks, 
I eventually pitched upon a patriarchal bull, which, as is 
usual with the heaviest, brought up the rear. I pre- 
sontly separated him from his comrades, and endeavoured 
to drive him in a northerly direction. Tliere is a pecu- 
liar art in driving an elephant in the partictdar course 
whicii you may fancy, and, simple as it may seem, it 
nevertheless requires the hunter to have a tolerable idea 
of what he is about. It is widely different from driving 
in an eland, which also requires judicious riding : if you 
approach too near your elephant or shout to him, a 
furious charge will certainly ensue, whilst, on the other 
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hanil, if you give him too wide a berth, tlie ctiancea are 
that you will lose him in the jungle, which, notwithstand- 
ing his size, is a very simple matter, and, if once lust 
^ght of, it is more than an even bet that the hunter will 
□ever again obtain a glimpse of him. The ground being 
favourable, Kleinboy called to me to commence firing, 
remarking very prudently that he was jirobably making 
for some jungle of wait-a-bits, where we might eventually 
lose him. I continued, liowever, to reserve my fire until 
I had hunted him to what I considered to be a safe dis- 
tance fhira the two old fellows which we had first disco- 
yered. 

At length closing with him, I dared him to charge, 
which he instantly did in fine style, and as he pulled up 
in Ilia career I yelled to him a note of bold defiance, 
and, cantering alongside, I again defied him to the com- 
bat. It wad thus the fight began, and, the ground being 
still favourable, I opened a sharp fire upon him, and in 
about a quarter of an hour twelve of my bullets were 
lodged in his forequarters. He now evinced strong 
symptoms of approacliing dissolution, and stood catching 
up the dust witli tlie point of his trunk and throwing it 
in clouds above and around him. At such a moment it 
is extremely dangerous to approach an elephant on foot, 
for I have remarked tliat, although nearly dead, he 
can muster strength to make a charge with great im- 
petuosity. Being anxious to finish him, I dismounted 
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from my steed, and, availing myself of the cover of a 
gigantic nwana-tree, wliose diameter was not less than 
ten feet, I ran up within twenty yards, and gave it liini 
sharp right and left behind the shoulder. Those t«o 
dhots wound up the proceeding; on receiving them he 
lucked stem foremost into the cover, and then walked 
slowly away. I had loaded my rifle, and was putting on 
the caps, when I heard him fall over heavily ; but, ains ! 
the sound was accompanied by a sharp crack, which, I 
tiM) well knew, denoted the destruction of one of his 
lovely tusks ; and, on running forward, I found him lying 
dead, with the tusk, which lay under, snapped through 
the middle. 

I did not tarry long for au inspection of the elephant, 
hut, mounting my horse, I at once set off to follow on tlie 
spoor of tlie two old fellows which the ostrich had alarmed. 
Fortunately I fell in with n party of natives, who wen; on 
their way to the waggons witli tlie impedimenta, aiiiL 
assisted by tliese, I had sanguine luipcs of shortly over- 
taking the noble quarry. We had uot gone far when two 
wild boars, with enormous tusks, stood witliiii thirty yards 
of me, hut this was no time to fire, and a little after a 
jwir of white rhinoceroses stood directly in (mr path. 
Casting my eyes to the right, I lieheM within a quarter 
of a mile of me a herd of eight or ten cow elephants, 
witli calves, peacefully bntwsing on a sparely wooded 
knoll. The spoor we followed led due south, and the 
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v\n<\ was as fair ae it could blow. We passed between the 
twin-looking abrupt pyramidal hills, composed of huge 
disjointed blocks of granite, which lay piled above each 
other in grand confusion. To the summit of one of these 
I ascended witli a native, hut the forest in advance was so 
iuipenetrahle that we could see nothing of the game we 
sought. Descending from the hillock we resumed the 
spoor, and were enabled to follow at a rapid pace ; 
the native who led the spooring party being the best 
tracker in Bainangwato. I had presently very great 
satisfacrion to perceive that the elepliants had not been 
alarmed, their course being strewed with hranchea winch 
they had chewed as they slowly fed along. Tlie trackers 
iiow became extremely excited, and strained their eyes nn 
every side in the momentary expertation of beholding the 
elephants. At length we emerged into an open glade, 
and, clearing a grove of thorny mimosas, we came full 
in sight of one of them. Cautiously advancing, and 
looking to my right, I next discovered his comrade, 
standing in a thicket of low wait-a-bita, witliin a hundred 
anil fifty yanU of me ; they were both first-rate old bulls, 
witli enormous tuska of great length. I dismounted, 
and warily approached the second elephant for a closer 
inspection of his tuska. As I drew near he slightly turned 
\m head, and T tlien perceived that his farther one was 
damaged towards tlie point, while at the same instant his 
comrade, raising his head clear of the hush on which he 
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hiuwaed, displayed to my delighted eyea a pair of llie 
most beautiful and perfect tusks I had ever seen. 

Regnining my horse, I advanced towards thb ele- 
phant, and when within forty yards of him he walked 
slowly on Iwfbre me in an open space, his huge ears 
gently flapping, and entirely concealing me from his view. 
Inclining .to the left, I slightly increased my pace, and 
walked past him within Mxty yards, upo» which he 
observed me for the first time ; but prtibably mistaking 
" Sunday " for a hartebeest, he continued bis course with 
his eye upon me, but showed no symptoms of alarm. Tlie 
natives had requested me to endeavour, if possible, to 
hunt him towards the water, which lay in a northerly 
direction, and this I resolved to do. Having advanced a 
little, I gave him my wind, when be was instantly alarmed 
and backed into the hushes, holding his head high and 
right to me. Thus he stood motionless as a statue, 
under the impres^on probably that owing to his Lilli- 
putian dimensions I had £uled to observe hira, and fancy- 
ing that I would pass on without detecting him. I rode 
slowly on, and described a semicircle to obtain a shot at 
bis shoulder, and, halting my horse, I fired from tlte 
saddle ; he got it in the shoulder-blade, and, as slowly 
and silently I continued my course, he still stood gazing 
at me in utt^r astonishment. Kll and Ham were now 
slipped by the natives, and in another moment they were 
barking around him. I eboutcd k>udly to encoiu-age the 
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dogs and perplex the elephant, who seemed puzzled to 
know what to think of ub, and, slirilly trumpeting, 
charged headlong after the do^. Retreating, he backed 
into the thicket, then charged once more, and made 
clean away, holding the course I wanted. AVlien I 
tried to fire, " Sunday " was very fidgety, and destroyed 
the correctnesB of my aim. Approaching the elephant, I 
presently dismounted, and, running in, gave him two fine 
febote behind the shoulder ; then the dogs, which were 
lioth indifferent ones, ran barking at him. The con- 
sequence was u terrific charge, the dogs at once making 
for their master, and bringing the elephant right upon 
tne. I had no time to gain my saddle, but ran for my 
life. 'Hie dogs, fortunately, took after " Sunday," who, 
alami;;d by the truiupcting, dashed frantically away ; 
though in the heat of the aflray I could not help laughing 
to remark horse, dogs, and elephant all charging along in 
a direct line. 

The do^, having miseed their master, held away 
ibr Kleinboy, who had long disappeared I knew nut 
wlutlier. " Sunday " stood still, and commenced to graze. 
while tiie elephant, slowly passing within a few yards of 
him, assumed a position under a tree beside him. Klein- 
boy presently making his appearance, I called to him to 
ride in and bring me my steed, but he reftised and asked 
me if I wished him to go headlong to destruction. 
"Sunday" Imving fed slowly away from the elephant, I 
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went up ami he allowed me to recapture him. I now 
plainly saw that the elephant was tljing, but I continued 
firing, to hasten his deraiec. Towards the end he took np 
a poeition in a densu tbomy thicket, where for a long time 
he remained. Approaching within twelve paces, I fired 
nij two lafit shi>t£, aiming at hSs letl side, close behind 
the shoulder. On receiving these he backed slowly 
through the tliicket, and, clearing it, walked gently 
forward about twenty yards, when he suddenly came 
down with tremendous violence right on his broadside. 
To my intense mortification, the heavy fall whs aceoni- 
panied by a loud sharp crack, and on going up I found 
one of his matchless tusks broken short off by the Up. 
This was a glorious day's ejurt: I bad bagged in one 
uftenioon probably the two finest bidl elepbantt; in Bii- 
inangwato, and, had it not been for tlie destruction of 
their noble trophies, which were the two finest pair of 
tusks I had obtained tliat seaeou, my triumph on the 
occasion had been great and unalloyed. 

I was now languid and faint fi^m excessive thirst, and 
the nearest water was still very remote. Being joined 
by tile natives, we quickly proceeded to divest tlie side of 
the elephant of a large sheet of the outer skin, when of 
ihe under one we constructed a pair of water-bags, with 
wluch two of the natives set out, leading along with tliem 
tlie dogs and horses ; nor did they rejoin an till uf^r 
midnight, having lost their reckoning by the way. Their 
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comrades who were with me, coiijectunug the cause of 
the delay, requested me to fire signal-shote at intervals 
throughout tlie night, which was the meaofi of their 
eventually reaching their destination. At an earh hour 
on the following day, leaving Kleinhoy with tlie natives 
to look after the ivory, I 3Ct out with two men, to show 
them where the other elephant lay, and thence to continue 
my way to camp. 

The weather liad hitherto been favourable for the 
toilsome pursuit of elephant- hunting, little rain having 
fallen since I had first entered the country. At length, 
however, the rainy season was at hand, and we were 
constantly visited by the moat appalling thunder-storms, 
accompanied by overwhelming torrents of rain, which 
filled the hitherto dry nullahs and gravelly water- 
courses with running streams, and converted the parched 
fori'st and arid plains into blossoming verdure and grassy 
meads. While hunting I was often overtaken by the 
rains, and on these occasions I still managed to keep 
myself tolerably comfortable, by compelling the natives 
to erect for me a bothy, or temporary hut. This duty 
they often proved reluctant to perform ; but I invariably 
managed to gain my point, by explaining to them that, if 
my guns and powder were exposed to the rain, they 
would die, and then I could kill no more elephants for 
them. 

When attended by a large party the erection of a 
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good substantial hothj wag a simple and easy proceeding, 
and was acciimplished in the following mawner :— One 
party, armed with tomahawks, went in quest of long 
forked poles, which they cut in lengths of ten feel ; 
a second party gathered green brushwood ; and the third 
collected a large quantity of long dry grass, which they 
tore out of the ground by the roots. The poles were 
set up in a circular position, the forked ends meet- 
ing and resting against one another overhead, then 
the brushwood was ti^tly interlaced between the poles, 
leaving a small low aperture for the door, and the 
fabric was effectually thatched with the long grass, the 
conical summit being usually crowned either with the 
enormous ear or a portion of the hide of an elephant. 
Such was the bothy which the natives were wont to build 
for me when overtaken by storms, or when the sky looked 
threatening, during the remainder of that and all the 
subsequent sensons that I hunted among the Bechuana 
tribes. But it often happened, when I had lain down for 
the night wim no other roof above me than the vaulted 
canopy of heaven, that my pbicid slumbers were mdeiy 
disturbed by rain falling like a water-spout on my face. 
Such events as these were extremely disagree able, more 
especially when it came down so heavily as to preclude 
the possibility of maintaining our u^ual watch-fires. In 
weather like this the prowling tyrant of the forest is c»er 
iDoet active in hJs search for prey, and our ears were 
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occaMonally greeted with the deep-toned voices of troops 
of lions, as, attracted by llie smell of ow beef, tliey 
prowled around our encampments. 

I continued hunting to the eastward of Bamangwaio 
until the 3rd of October, during which time 1 added 
four other noble elcpliants, besides rliinoceroses and other 
animals, to my already satisfactory list of game..' 

' II i« about this latitude that the traveller will first meet with 
the gigantic and uostle-ilke nwana, which ia decidedly the most 
atrikiug and wonderl'nl tree mnong the thoiisauds which ndora thv 
Gouth African forefila. It ia chiefly remarfcahle on accounl of itn 
extraordinary size, actually reacmliling a castle or tower more than 
a foreat-lree. Throughout the country of Bamaufwalo the average 
circiunfereiiee of these treea was from Ihirly lo forty feet ; but on 
8uh9«i]uenfly eitonding my researches in a north -eaatorly direction, 
throughout the more fertile foreata which clothe the boimdlesii 
tnicl« through which the fair Limpoiw winds, I daily met with 
EpcK:inien9 of this extraordinary tree averaging from sixty lo n 
hiitiilrcd feet in circumference, and maintaining this thickness to n 
height from twenty to thirty feet, when they diverge into numerous 
goodly branches, whose general character is ahnipt and horizoutjil, 
and which accni lo tcnciDaU' wiih a {leculinr suddenness. Tht- 
wood of this tree is soft and utterly unserviceable ; tlie shajie 
of the leaf ia similar lo that of the sycamore-tree, but its texture 
partakes mure of the fig-lmf ; its fruit is a nut, which in size and 
•hape resembles the egg of the swan. 

A remarkable fact, in connection with these trees, it) the ni-inuur in 
which they are disposed throughout the forest. ITiey are I'ouwi 
standing singly, ur in rows, invariably at considerable diiti(Uice« 
from one another, as if pliinled by the hand of man ; and from their 
wondrous siiBC and unnsnal height (f-ir they always tower high 
shove their surrounding compeers), tboy convey the idea of being 
w iul«rlojiera on the ground they occupy. 
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The rains having fallen, the country was already 
adorned with a goodly coating of verdant grass, and my 
oxen, having done little else than feed and rest them- 
•ielves for several months, were now full of spirit and in 
fine condition, and rattled along before my heavily laden 
waggons, over rugged hills and through the trncklcts 
mazes of the forest, at a rapid and willing pace, and on 
the evening of the 4th of October I once moie formed 
my encampment at Lesausau, in the Bamangwato Moun- 
tains, in the neighbourhood of Sicomy's kraal. 

Here I was quickly welcomed by Sicomy, who visited 
me in company with a numerous body of his tribe. Ho 
expressed himself much gratified at seeing me retuni in 
safety from the dangerous pursuit in which I had been 
employed, remarking that he was often anxious about me 
in my absence, for, if any casualty had befallen me, ray 
king, he said, would be certain to seek restitution at his 
hands. Hia Majesty waa pleased to compliment me on 
my extraordinary success and skill in hunting, and ob- 
aerved that the medicine of the white man must indeed 
be strong. 

In the course of the evening he amused me with the 
tjuaintness of his questions, asking me if my father and 
mother were alive, how many brothers and sisters I had, 
if the flocks and herds of my king were extremely 
abtmdant, and if his subjects were more numerous tlian 
his own. On infoiuiing him tiiat our chief was a 
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woman, he seemed much tickled by the discloeut'e ; and 
when I aaid that her subjects were aa nuiuerouB aa the 
locnats, he Wked round on his warriors with an evident 
grin of disbelief, and then inquired of me if all my 
countrymeu could vanquish the elephants as easily as I 
did. This was a puzzler : so I replied that I could not 
^y ; but I knew that the hearts of all my nation were 
very strong, like the heart of the lion when his cubs are 
email. The wl)ole assembly was greatly moved by this 
bright remark, and a general murmur of surprise and 
admiration extended through the dusky ranks as each 
mail repeated to his neighbour the surpassing courage of 
my lion-hearted countrymen. Old Mutchuisho under- 
stood my gibberish better than any of the rest, and acted 
in the capacity of interpreter between me and the king. 
Our conversation was maintained partly by means of 
signs, my attainments in the Sicbuana language bi-ing 
as yet but limited. Mutchuisho now intimated to me 
that two friends of Sicomy's, with their two attendants, 
wished to accompany me to the colony in the capacity of 
cattle-herds, «ho promised at the same time to make 
themselves generally useful in the way of collecting fire- 
wood and carrying venison home to the waggons. To 
this proposal I fortunately agreed, and the four aspirants 
came forward, and were duly introduced to me. The 
names of these four Bechuanaa were Mollyee, Mollyeon, 
Kapfun, and Kuruman i the two former belonged to the 
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aristocracy, and were old frienda of mine, having often 
assisted me in the field. These men agreed to serve uie 
faithfully as far as the eea and back agaiu to the country 
of their chief, in consideration of which I promised on 
my part to reward them with a cow and a musket 
each. 

Mollyee and Mollycon were brothers ; they were tall, 
active-looking savages, with large, bright, sparkling eyes 
and a pleasing cast of features. Kapain was a short, 
thickset, noisy individual, remarkable for his ugliness, 
and wa£ the funniest fellow in all Bamangwato. Kuru- 
man was a good-natured boy of about sixteen years of 
age ; his face was prepossessing, resembling that of a 
^rl more than the sex to which he professed to belong. 
I entertained Sicomy with stewed meat and coffee, and 
be and his retinue remained that night in my encamp- 
ment. Before retiring to rest he intimated to me, 
through Mutchulsho, that he wished to trade with me on 
the ensuing day, which I said I should bo happy to do 
until tlie hour of midda) , when I would j>ositively in^jmn 
and leavi.' Lesauaau. Accordingly, at an early hour on 
the morrow sundry fine tusks and some good spedriienp 
of native arms and costume made their appearance, which 
I obtuned in barter fur beads, ummunition, and other 
articles. On inquiring uf tlie king what liad become of 
Isaac, he said timt he had long since returned to Kuruman 
^lupany with a son of " old Seretse," a Bechuana uf 




distinction residing in the vii'inity of Kurunian. Tliis 
individual, wlioee name, being translated, signifies " mad," 
is remarkable for bis bitterness against the advancement of 
the Christiaii religion and for the number of his progeny. 
Bidding adieu to Siconiy at midday on the 5tb, I con- 
tinued my march for Corriebely, which I reached about 
noou on the following day. I was accompanied, as usual, 
by a number of the natives, in the hope of obtaining a 
supply of flesh, elephants being reported to liave revisited 
Maasouey. Heayy rains had fallen throughout tbb dis- 
trict, and the country now presented an entirely new 
appearance, rank young grass having everywhere sprung 
up, and the plains and forests displaying a profusion of 
tJie richest verdure. It was here tliat I had concealed a 
large quantity of lead, in a hole beneath the ashes of my 
fire, before recrossing the mountains of Bamangwato. 
Proceeding to the spot, I had the satisfaction to observe 
that the ground appeared to have been undisturbed ; and, 
returning to the waggons, I commenced to unlash from 
tlie side of one of these a shovel. The natives, who 
always watched my movements with great attention, at 
once observed me, and a large party followed me to 
my former fireplace. Here, to their surprise, I began to 
excavate ; and on beholdiug the lead they seemed utterly 
astounded, and I could read very plainly in their faces 
that, bad they known it was there, they would have saved 
my oxen the trouble of transporting it across the sandy 
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deaert* Ktwixt me atul Bakatla. On reaching Maasouey, 
and examiiiing the foantain, I ^Mugfat in vain for tlir 
traclu of elepliante; the natives, nevertbeleae, declared 
that »ae or two herds of tbeae were still to be met with in 
the district, which I incliited to credit ; and this report 
turned out to be correct, for the succeeding day I fol- 
lowed and succeeded in bagging a whole herd of eight 
bidl and cow elephants, afWr a most exciting chase. 

I continued bunting at Maasouey dll the 12tli, when, 
bidding a long farewell to the land of elephant^ I in- 
apanncd, and marched up<m Lepeby, which I reached at 
lui early hour on the following day, hanng travelled 
»e?eral Imurs during the night, availing myself of thi* 
bright moonlight. ^Mien la^^t I visited this fine fountain 
tiie game drank at it in numerous herds, but now not an 
animal of any kind came near it, with the exception of a 
few rhtnoceroei's. Tliia I always found to be the case at 
the fountains during the summer months, when the game 
arc very independent of water, owing to the more abun- 
dant moisture contained in the young grass. In the 
forenoon I went birdneating among the reeda and rushes 
which grew around tlie fountain. Hundreds of birds 
reseinbliiig the redj)olc were busy building their grassy 
Duita, which they ingeniously subpemled between the tops 
«f tliP reeiU. In the rustics I found two nests of tbt^ 
Wdti-'F-lii'ii, cuntniiiing eggs, wliicb, along with the nesta, 
com'»iKiiided with those in Scotland. Two beauti- 





Cm/Lf. XVin. LEAVE THE LAND OF ELEPHANTS. 



fully-paiiited wild geese, an egret, or white beron, and 
about twenty teal, ornamented the fountain, and were 80 
tame that they permitted me to approach within a few 
yards of them. 

At an early hour on tlie 16tli I trekked for BoStlo- 
iiamy, which I reached at sundown on the same evening^ 
and drew up the waggons under an impenetrable grove of 
picturesque mimoBas, which were then gaily decked with a 
profusion of highly scented yellow blossoms, brightly con- 
trasting with their summer vestment of delicious green. 
Here I continued hunting for seyeral days, and enjoyed 
excellent sport, daily securing several fine specimens of 
the different varieties of gamo frequenting ihe district. 
On one occasion while hunting I started a secretary trom 
off her nest, which was built on the top of a very dense 
green tree, with thoma im the fisb-hook principle. With 
much difficulty I cut my way to tlie large thorny branch 
on which the nest was built, and, t« pn^'eed farther being 
im]M)ssiblt', from the denseness of the thorns, I cut through 
this branch with my knife, and by dragging it down I 
got hold of the eggs, which were the sisie and shape of a 
turkey's, and the colour of a buzzard's egg. 

On the forenoon of the 19th we were visited by a most 
terrific storm. Tlie thunder was the most appalling I liad 
ever heard, resembling tlie simultaneous discharge of a 
thousand pieces of artillery : it burst close over my head 
with a report so sudden and tremendous, that I involun- 
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tarily trembled, and the Bweat ran down my brow. At 
other times the tlmnder rumbled on every side, and rolled 
away with a long-protratrted sound, which had not died 
before fresh explosinns buret ab»ive and around me. The 
lightning was so vivid that it pained my eyes ; it secined 
so near, that I fancied every moment it must strike the 
waggons, which would certainly have proved extremely 
inconveiuent, as I had 300 lira, of gunpowder stowed in 
one of them beneath my bed. About sundown the storm 
had passed away, having exquisitely purified the atmos- 
phere, while the grateful earth and fragrant forest emitted 
a perftime of overpowering sweetness. I then sauntered 
out with my ride towards where the oxen were grazing, 
and, falling in with a herd of brindled gnoos, I shot a 
couple of shaggy old fellows, firing right and left. The 
storm set in ag^n about teu p.m. with thunder and 
lightning, which coutiniied throughout the greater part 
of the night. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

All my Colonial Servants denert mo — Pursue them in vain — 
Dotb WaggouB get disabled — MelaDclioly Aoticipatioiu — Cut 
a rath Uirough the Forest^ A simdy Desert — Cattle dying 
for want of Water — Trouhles surraonnt^d — Pallahs and 
Koodoos — A Lion and Leopard visit the Camp at Midnight — 
Another Horse dies of Di8tem]jer — Wo roach Booby — One of 
the Axletrees breaks — The Itakntlas assint mc — The Baggage- 
waggon npset in a Itiver — The Distem^ier kills more Horses 
— Lions roaring — Arrive at Dr. Livingstone's — March ii]«n 
Chuuaney — The .Ngotwani— A Herd of UuffaloeB among the 
Deeds. 



I RAD now arrived at a period of considerable importance 
in my lonely expedition, an event having occurred wliicli 
caused me a world of trouble and anxiety, yet was never- 
theless finally beneficial in its results, as it taught me 
what difficulties a man may surmount when lie is pressed 
by adversity, and it was also the means of my becoming an 
accomplished waggon-driver. 1 allude tu my being aban- 
doned by all my colonial servants, with the exception of 
Ruyter, the little Bushman. I attiibuted this unmanly 
and dastardly proceeding mmnly to their despair of suc- 
ceeding in bringing the waggons safely across the sandy 
deserts intervening bttwixt mc and the distant missionary 
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station of Bakatla, on account of the broken state of one of 
tlie axletrecs of my travelling waggon, Kleinboy In one of 
hia drunken fits having driven it against a tree with such 
violence that one of the Hooilen arras of the fore axletrcL' 
was cracked right across, so that little now held ihe wheel 
excepting the linchpin and the iron skein. I remarked 
on the 22n<I that there was something unusual on the 
minds of my colonial fullowers, for none uf them could 
look me in the h<x ; and in the evening I spoke harshly 
to them concerning some ground coffee which 1 had 
missed from my canteen. 

On the 23rd of October I was lying asleep in my 
waggon, a little before the day dawned, when Ruyter 
awoke me, to report that my four Hottontots had dc- 
aimped during the night. He said that each of them 
had taken with him a large bundle of biltongue or sun- 
ilried meat, and that thoy had tried hard to prevail on 
him to accompany them. TliiH was a rather etai'tHng an- 
nouncement, for I had barely enough uf hands to perform 
the work when they were with me, and the four savages 
from Bamangwato, like myself, were (juite unaccustomed 
to the laborious and intricate art of waggon leading and 
driving, and the inspanning and out^panning of oxen. 
Imagining that the Hottentots would not persevere in so 
rash and unwarranted a measure, and that they would 
asauredly change their minds and retrace tlieir steps to 
their majiter when they reflected on the step they had 
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taken, I did not endeavour to overtake them, but em- 
ployed the morning in stowing the waggons, lashiiig down 
pots, Bpadea, axes, &c., in tlieir proper place", and over- 
haulicig the gear preparatory to marching. 

Having breakfasted, I and the little Bushman, assisted 
by the savages, lassoed, sorted, and yoketi twenty-four 
oxen, placing twelve before each waggon, when we cracked 
our whijffl and started from Boiitloiiamy. Mollyee and 
Motlyeon led the tL-ams, and Kapain iind Kuruman 
followed behind the wagons, driving the horses and 
loose oxen. In former days I had aci|uired considerable 
experience in driving titndem and four-in-hand ; but I 
had now undertaken a pursuit of a widely different cha- 
racter. I soon, however, became quite "au fait" in the 
myateries connected with the driving of oxen, and learnt 
to inspan and drive my own waggons with nearly the 
same expedition as before the desertion of the Hottentots. 

The vley of Bootlonamy being firm and hard, we 
rattled along it at our wonted pace ; but in the evening, 
as we cleared the vley, and entered on the sandy tracts 
beyond, the oxen, having discovered that their new 
drivers could not wield the whips with the rapidity and 
execution of the old, declined to move along (be bt'avy 
sand beyond tlie pace ihcy fancied, often baiting of their 
own accord. Eventually, in ascending a sandy ridge, 
the Bushman's waggon stuck fast in the deep sand, and 
in trying to drag it out the oxen broke the " dissel- 
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boom," or pole. Finding that the labours we had under- 
taken were greater tliaii I ha<l ealculated upon, I resolved 
to ride on the morrow in pursuit of the runaways ; and 
aceordingly at daybreak on the following day, leaving the 
waggons and their valuable contents at tlie mercy of 
the ravages, I started with the Bushman and a spare 
liofBe to endeavour to overtake them. There was no 
water where the waggons stood, so I instructed Mollyeou 
to proceed with the cattle in quest of that essential rcqui- 
fflte. I held along my old waggon-track, where we traced 
the footsteps of the Hottentots ; and having ridden some 
miles, we reached tjie spot where they had slept, and 
where the ashes of their fire still were smouldering. I 
followed up their spoor till midday, when I accidentally 
took up the spoor of a party of Bakalahari, which we fol- 
lowetl in a westerly direction, imagining tliat the Hotten- 
tots were with them. This spoor we eventually lost in 
stony ground, and then we rode hack to where wc 
had lost the right spoor, which after some search we 
found, and once more held on. Our steeds were now 
fetigued, for we had ridden sharp, and they were faint 
with thirst, as we were aUo; but we sought in vain 
for water in the vleys which had contained it when we 
last passed through llie country. A little before the sun 
went down wc reached three small pools of water left bj 
the recent rains, and here the Hottentots had drunk and 
were at that moment hiding in a bush within a hundred 
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jfirda of me, as I discovered on tlie ensuing day. I how- 
ever failed tn observe them ; and fancying that they had 
held on to a larger vley, where I had encamped on my 
way to Bamangwato, we proceeded for tliat place, and, 
night setting in, we at length lost our way in the intri- 
cacies of the forest. 

Faint, hungry, and thirsty, we now desisted from our 
fruitlees search, and on looking for my matches I found 
to my intense mortification that I had lost them ; and 
being on this occasion minus my shooting-belt and rifle, 
we spent the night without a fire, thereby incurring great 
danger of losing the horses and ourselves hy lions. 
Srarcely had we off saddled when two huge rhinoceroses 
came up and stood within twenty yards of ua, and would 
not for a long time he persuaded to depart. Some time 
after I observed a dark-looking object prowling around 
U8, and evidently anxious to cultivate the acquaintance 
either of ourselves or the horses. It was a hyana. 
Biung from my comfortless couch, I pelted him with 
Ktones, when he took the hint and made off. Tlie horses 
were completely done up, and when knee-haltercd would 
not feed. One of them on being ofT-saddled lay stretched 
upon the ground, and after a while, on endeavouring to 
walk. n!peate<ily rolled over on his side. 

On the 25th I cast loose the horse* as soon iis it was 
clear, and ascended to the summit of a pyramidal little 
hill beside which we had slept, to ascertain from thence 



f 



48 ADVENTPEES IS SOUTH AFRICA. Chap. XIX. 

wjiither I Wl wandered ; but tliu view from this hill di'l 
not help to elucidate matters, endleee forests stretching 
away on every aide without a mark to assist my memory. 
I now resolved to sci'k no longer for my ruffianly Hotten- 
tota, but to retrace my 8|HK)r to the water I had discovered 
on the preceding evening, and halt there for a day until 
the horses slioiild sufficiently recover their strength ti) 
carry us back to the waggons. By adhering to the 
liorees' tracks, I reached the water at an early hour, and 
here I discovered the fresh tracks of the Hottentots on the 
t<>p of our horses' spoor of the preceding evening. I had, 
however, resolved not to ride another yard after them ; 
I accordingly off-saddled, and remained there for the 
r.'inahider of the day. In the vicinity of the water we 
discovered the spot where the Hottentots had slept during 
the night. Although possessed of flint and steel, they Iiad 
not kindled a fire, having nevcrtlu'lesa collected fuel for 
that purpose previous to our arrival on the preceding 
evening. TTiis, as I afterwards learnt from themselves, 
was \n prevent our disi'overing their position, in case we 
liad returned that evening. I spent most of the day in 
eu'Ieavouring to make fire, which I failed to aceotnplish 
for want of tinder. ITiis was extremely annoying, for I 
had brought along witli me both tea and coffee, as also a 
kettle, and a haunch of springbok. 

On the morning of the 26th we cast loose our horses, 
and proceeded to consume raw meat and water. While 
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thus breakfosting, a pair of superb roan antelopes up- 
proacbed the water, advancing within easy range before 
tliey noticed us. We saddled up and rode for the 
waggons, which we reached in the afternoon, havuig 
off-saddled for an hour by ttic way. I found t}ie waggons 
as I had left them, as also the savages, who had fortu- 
nately discovered a small vley of rain-water about two 
miles to the southward of their position, where they had 
daily refreshed thcmselvca and the cattle. My situatiou 
was by no means an enviable one, and my mind was 
burdened with anxiety. One of the waggons was fast in 
deep sand, with the disset-boom broken, and the fore-axle 
of the other was cracked, so that at any moment it was 
likely to give way ; and if this should happen on the line 
of march while crossing the desert and far from water, I 
should have liad no alternative but to abandon the naggon 
to its fate. Moreover, owing to the indolent diapositiou 
of the Hottentots, everything connected witli the gear was 
broken and out of order, while the hatchets appeared to 
have been used in chopping gun-flints, and all their 
handles were in similar condition. 

I arose at dawn on the morning of the 27th, and, having 
cast loose the horses and oxen, I rummaged out my tools, 
and in two hours I got out the broken dissel-boom, and 
put in a new one, whicli I formed from the stem of a 
tough mimosa. This being accomplished, I yoked 
twelve oxeu to the waggon which was sticking in tlia 
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sand, but tried in vain to make tliem drag it out, for 
the cunning animals knew tliat it was fast, and would not 
exert lliemsplves tn attempt to extricate it. After incon- 
cpjvable trouble and repeatedly t^hifting the positions of 
the various oxen in the span, I at length made a fortunate 
arrangement of the oxen. Ilie hniica for once pulled all 
together, and onee more the w.iggon was in motion. 1 
then inspanned the ntlier team, and we reached the water 
without further tronhle. Ah wc neared the water I de- 
tected a giraffe browsing within a quarter of a mile ; this 
was well, for we required flesh. Commanding silenee, I 
hastily outspanned, and, having saddled the Old Grey, I 
rode with Ruyter to where we last had seen the " Tootla." 
Having proceeded a short distance through the forest, I 
again discovered him within a hundred yards of me. 
He provetl to be a young bull, and led me a severe chaae 
over very heavy ground. Towards tiie end I thought he 
was going to beat me, and I was about to pull up, when 
suddenly he lowered bis tail, by which I knew that his 
race was run. Urging my horse, I was soon alongside of 
hiai, and with three shots I ended his career. Having 
obtained for the present Iwtb flesh jiiid water, my next look- 
out was to consider bow I was to cross the sandy desert 
wbicli lay betwixt me and the kraal of Booby. It was very 
evident that I could not return by the route I had pre- 
viously held, having already ascertained that that country 
toox-waggons was now impassable, all the waters being dry. 
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On explaining lliis to my Bamangwato followors, 
Mollyeon sUited that he liad once traversed that country 
in a dry aemon many years before, and that he and his 
comrades had obtained water in some deep pits, which 
bad been excavated by Bakalaiiari in a rocky part of the 
desert, considerably to the eastward of my former route. 
He said we should re(]itire the greater part of two days 
to reach this water, our route thither lying across a soft 
sandy soil, varied in many places by almost impenetrable 
forest ; he moreover seemed a little doubtfid as to 
whetlier he should be able to discover tlie place, and, when 
we did, whether the pits might not prove dry. This was 
certainly a bright look-out, more especially as the next 
water (which he represented as n perpetual fountain) was 
two days beyond the uncertain pita. 

On the :^8th I was occupied about the wac^ons all 
the day, putting sundry things to rights. I had 
thoughts of trekking on the following day, and could not 
divest myself of the most dismal forebodings, for I felt 
certain that the heavier waggon would again stick fast. 
or that the cracked axletree would come in contact with 
some tree, and leave me in the desert a hopeless wreck, 
remote from water or any assistance. I had certainly 
good reason to be uneasy. On the 29th I waited till the 
ami was up, that the cattle might drink plentifully, when 
I immediately inspanned, and eoriimcnced my anxious 
journey. For the first ten or twelve miles we proceeded 
d2 
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along a hollow, where the soil wae in general tolerably 
firm ; but on leaving this hollow we entered npon a most 
impracticable country, the waggons aiiiking aI)out four 
inches in the soft sand. Though I held on 1 had not the 
slightest hope of getting throiigli it, for every hundre'l 
yards required the utmost exertion iwth of ourselves and 
oxen ; yet I had the best of two days more of it to 
expect liefore I conlii reach tlie promised water. To in- 
crease our difficulties our progress was presently opposed 
by an interminable fiirest, where llie trees stood so close 
togetlier as of^n to har the possibility of the waggons 
passing betwixt them. 

On these occasions it became imperative upon me to 
turn pioneer, and in tlie course of the day I felled with 
the axe not less than fifty trees. In this manner I held 
on till the sun went down, when I lialti'd in dense forest 
and cast loose the oxen for an hour ; after which, with 
infinite trouble, I lassoed tlie two teams and made them 
fast on the trek-tow, in their proper places, ready to 
inspan at dawn of day. I had also nine horses to c^tch 
and make fast, and none to assist me but the little Bnsh- 
raan ; for the savages were so lazy, awkward, an<l dis- 
obliging, that one Ilottentat would have assisted me more 
than the whole pack of them. 

On the 30th I inspanned before it was light, and again 
held on, as on the preceding day, through heavy sand and 
ioterminable forest, where it was necessary to keep tlie axes 
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ill citnatfliit operation. In the afti:moon wc readied the 
promiaed watering-place, but on sprin^ng from the 
waggon, and running anxiously forward for an inspection 
of the pits, I had the mortification to find that all they 
contained was a little mud, in which sundry heterogeneous 
insects were sprawling. The Bechuanas, however, sig- 
nified to me that, by clearing out the pits and digging a 
little, water would make its appearance. Accordingly, 
having outspanned the jaded oxen, I unlashcd the spades, 
which were vigorously phed, when the water began very 
reluctantly lo trickle in from every side. We thus clean'd 
out the thwe most likely pits, and in two hours I obtained 
a very moderate supply of water for each of tlie oxen, 
which I gave them individually out of my lai^' flesli-pot. 
My poor horses did nut get a drop ; and we now proceeded 
to iuapan, and resume our march beneath a buniing sun 
of unusuid intensity. Tlie sand became, if ixissible, 
worse than ever, and the waggons repeatedly stuck fast. 
We held through a jungle of the moat virulent w ait-a-hit 
tliome, which reduced my waggon-sails to ribbons ; and 
when the sun went down I halted for the night, and cast 
loose my wretdied oxen tor an hour. 

On ihe 31st my vaus were again in motion before day- 
light ; and about fuiu- p.m., to my infinite delight and great 
r«l!ef, I got clear of tlie desert, and reached a strong 
pereimial fountain situated in a finely-wooded valley on 
the northern borders of the mountain country, extending 
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to the southward, with little int^mussion, as far as the 
rh^n of the Kurrichane range. Towarda tlie end of the 
march it v/as necessary to descend into a rugged valley, 
and cross a very awkward watercoursf^, in which the 
baggagi'- waggon wa« within a hair-breadth of Iwing cap- 
sized. Ascending from tliiB vaJley, we crossed a precipi- 
tous ridge, where large disjointed masses of rock threat- 
ened the momentary destruction of the waggons. As 1 
was yoking one of the oxen, which had hrokcn his yoke- 
skey and gut out of his place, I received from a vicious 
ox in front a severe kick on the cap of the knee, which 
gA?e me intense pain and laid me prostrate on the ground. 
I however managed to drive the waggon to its destination, 
whore, after lying for a few minutes, the pain increased 
so much tliat I lay punting on my bed. Just as I liad out- 
spanned, and Iwfore my knee had stiifeneO, a henl of 
zebras approached the fountain to drink. This was a 
godsend at such a moment, our flesh being at an end and 
tiie d(^ starving. In torture as I was, I managed to 
make a limping stalk towards them, wlien I obtained a fine 
double-shot and brought down a brace of fine old mares. 

The following day was the Ist of November ; my knee 
was much Iwitter, and in the afternoon I went out with 
Hnyter and shot two koodoos and a pallah. I shot one 
of the koodoos from the saddle, as he bounded past me at 
M hundred yards. At night, as I lay down, I heani a Uon 
roar in the ricioity of camp, but soon I was asleep. In 
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a few hours I was awoke bj an unusual diaturbance in 
ttie uamp, and, raising my head, I saw the Bcchuanas 
Btandiug close together round the fire with their faces out- 
wards, while they shrieked and talked with unusual volu- 
bility. I guessed at once that a lion caused the rumpus ; 
and I was right. The dogs were harking loud and angrily, 
and kept rushing back occasionally to the fire, as if pur^ 
sued by some animal. Tlie night was pitch dark, so that 
nothing could be seen ; hut MoUyeon told me that a lion 
and a leopard were prowling round ns, endeavouring to 
obtain tlic venison of the zebras, which hung in festoons 
in the trees beside ua ; and next moment I heard the 
voices of both, for the lion roared and the leopard shrieked 
wildly as they sprang after the dogs. At length their 
boldness increased ; the lion chased the dogs witli angry 
growls within twenty yards of where we stood, and the 
leopard actually sprang into the centre of my larder 
Iwside the fire, ami was making off with a large fragment 
of ribs, when the dogs went gallantly at lum. He turned 
upon them, and so terribly lacerated two tliat they soon 
after dicfl from their wounds. We now snatched up large 
flaming brands from the fire, and, meeting the lion as he 
advanced, we sent them flying in his face, when I fancy 
he made off. I feared to use my rifle lest I should shoot 
the dogs. The horses and oxen, although much alarmed, 
did not endeavour to break loose, being still very mucli 
fatigued from the hardships they had undergone. 
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On tlio morning of ihv iiul I shot a koodoo, which 
antelope seemed here to be tuleruhly abundant ; uiid 
about miilday, as I eat writing beneath the uaggoD, I 
observed a troop of zebra* approaching the fountiuD, 
followed by a Btring of koodoos, three of which carried 
unusually fine horns While I sat looking at tbem 
through my spyglass, I directed Ruyter to bring uji the 
horses, when we saddled the " Grey " and the " Chest- 
nut Pony," and rode slowly towards tliem, till they 
started, when we gave tlieiii chase. They look right up 
the face of a stony ridge, iinil as ihey disappeared over 
its summit the Bushmau was riding within a spear's 
length of the finest buck. Befure, however, I could gain 
the ridge, the " Old Grey " refusi-d to proceed farther, 
when, dismouating, I resumed the chase on foot, but 
failed to fall in with ray after-rider, who eventually 
brought the koodoo to a stand. Retracing my &teps, I 
directed my attention to my poor "Old Grey," which 
was cTidently attacked with the African distemper. 
With considerable difficulty I brought him to the camp, 
where I instantly bled him, but to no purpose, and in 
another hour die " gallant grey " lay down and " stretched 
his stiif limbs to rise no more." At night the lion feasted 
on him, and when he was full the leopard and hyspnas 
finished him. 

On the morning of the 3rd I left this fountain and lifhl 
for Booby, which I reached at midday on the 5th. ( hi 
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tny way tliither we one evening fell in with a large 
herd of elands, out of which I captured a first-rate bull. 
I was kindly welcomed by Caachy, now the cliief of 
Booby, the former chief having been blown up in my 
absence as already menlioncd, Caachy informed me 
that my runaway Hottentots had reached hia kraal, and 
were VLTy much exhausted by their march. He had 
assisted tlicm with corn, and passed them on to Bakatla. 
They informed this chief that I had dismissed them from 
my service, having engaged other servants at Bamang- 
wato. I remained at Booby tiil midday on the 7th, and 
obtained several very fine karosses and other native curio- 
sities in barter from the tribe. The king supplied me 
liberally with boyalwa, or native beer, which I thought 
most excellent, but found that it possessed a soporific 
tendency, inducing me on one occasion to lie down and 
sleep for half the day while the king and his nobility were 
waiting to trade with me. A large body of the natives 
accompanied me from Booby, some of them leading pack- 
oxen which were sent by Caachy to convey the venison of 
sundry rhinoceroses which I engaged to shoot for him. 
Those men led me towards Bakatia by a different route 
from that which I had formerly adopted. 

Early on the 13th, while taking coffee, I was met by a 

party from Bakatia who had been kindly despatched by 

Dr. Livingstone, the resident missionary, on hearing of 

my abandonment by my colonial servants. The party 
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consisted of a Bcchuana, named Mabal, belonging to 
Kuniman (wbo assisted Dr. Livingstone in teaching th«- 
children of the Bakatlas), and three of the Bakatla tribe. 
Tbese men reached mc just at tlie proper moment ; for, 
having inspanned, before we had proceeded three hun- 
dred yards the damaged axletrce broke sliort across, aiid 
the wheel rolling away the waggon eiime down on its side. 
This was a catastrophe I had for some time anticipated, 
and I was only thankful that it had been deferred so 
long. Wc outspanncd, and. having unloaded the wag- 
gon, we put a support under it, and took out the fore- 
stell, and I then set about making a false axletree of 
tough thorn-wood. Tlie vertical sun was extremely 
powerfnl, and both my ankles gave mc sovcrc and never- 
ceasing pain from wounds inflicted by the cruel wait-a- 
hita and inflammation induced by the unvarying animal 
diet on which I had so long subsisted. In the afVcrnoon 
of the following day I got the false axlctree fixed in its 
proper position, and having loaded up the waggon wc 
were once more reaily for a start, 

On the 13th we inspanned, and, having passed through 
the bold mountain gorge of Sesitabie, we encamped on 
the margin of e. periodical river whoae precipitous banks 
and broad channel of deep soft sand caused me consider- 
able apprehensions of difficulties for the morrow. 

On tlie 16th I unlashed my spades and pickaxe, and 
worked hard for several hours cutting down the precipi- 
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tons banks of the river and constructing a road for the 
'^''ggons to pase ; after which we inspanncd and took the 
stream. I drove my waggon safely tlirough ; bnt, alas ! 
not so with the baggage -waggon. Twice it stnck fast in the 
treach tous sand while crossing the river's bed, but the 
sturdy oxen pulled it out, and had dragged it more than 
half-way up the almost perpendicular bank, when the native 
who led the long team, unmindful that a waggon was be- 
hind them, suddenly turned the leading oxen short towards 
the nver's bank, thus rendering it impossible for the 
driver to steer his after-oxen. ITie waggon was dragged 
off the fine road which I had made for it, and after qui- 
vering for a moment as if loth to meet its fate, it fell 
heavily over and rolled down the bank with a most terri- 
fic crash, smashing the fine capped tent, and sending the 
ivory and all my highly- valued trophies flying into the 
bed of the river in a mass of the most dire confusion. 

This was enough to vex any man, but I had now be- 
come BO seasoned to adversity that I only laughed at the 
capsize as though the accident had happened to a foe ; 
and having unyoked the oxen, we commenced carrying 
the heavy ivory and other articles up the bank to the 
level ground beyond; after which we righted the waggon, 
and a team of oxen dragged it up the bank. I then set 
to work to repair the tent with green boughs, and before 
sunset we had again replaced the greater part of the 
cargo. As the sun went down "The Cow" died from 
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the distemper which had carried off my other two hnrfes. 
The night set in with thunder, lightning, and rain ; 
jackals and hyaenas prowled around us, and soon found 
the remains of my lamented ctiarger, oti which they feasted 
till the dawn of day. 

Tlie 17tli ushered in a lovely morning, and the sky 
was beautifully overcast with cUiuds. When I got 
things dry I finished stowing the waggon, and we then 
trekked, holding on till the evening, when the axic-trce 
which I had made buret, and the linchpin giving way 
the wheel rolled off, leaving me once more a wreck. 
Wliile securing my few remaining horses, I remarked 
that a handsome little Itay hoise, named "Hutton," 
evinced symptoms of the distemper, hut I did not bleed 
him, as it seemed to be of no avail. Heavy rain conti- 
nued falling throughout tlie night, and next morning the 
ground where we had outspanned was a mass of deep mud. 
At an early hour all hands were busy in again unloading 
the broken waggon, and before night I had finished another 
axletree and fixed it in its place. The day throughout 
was dark and gloomy^heavy clouds bung low on the 
mountain of the eagles, reminding mc of tlie mist I was 
wont to see in the distant country of the Gael, and onr 
ears were repeatedly saluted with the subdued voices of 
a troop of lions wliich were moaning in concert around its 
base. In the evening ttie horse called " Hutton " died, 
and scarcely had night set in when his doleful coronach 
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was wildly re-echoed by the Bhrill voices of a score of 
jackals, which the lions hearing soon came to their assiet- 
anee, and presently we heard them feasting on his 
remains. 

On the morning of the 19th wc resumed our march, 
and at a late hour on the evening of the 20th wc reached 
the missionary atittion at Bakatia, where I was kindly 
received by Dr. Livingstone and h'u amiable lady. They 
liad been anxious concerning my fate, and entertained 
great apprehensions for my safety. Mrs. Livingstone 
had seen my Hottentots as they paesed through Bakatia, 
where they remained only one day ; and that lady repre- 
sented them as bearing the appearance of men who had 
heen guilty of crime. She had endeavoured, but without 
success, to prevail upon them to rejoin their master and 
return to their duty. Dr. Livingstone at the time was 
absent on a visit to Sichely, superintending the erection of 
a dwelling-house and place of public worship at that 
chiefs kraal, named " Chouaney," whitlier he intended 
shortly to remove, there being another missionary, named 
Mr. Edwards, already stationed at Bakatia, who was then 
absent on a. visit to the colony. Dr. Livingstone informed 
me that at present there was war between the Baquaines, 
of whom Sichely is chief, and the Bakatlas, and that the 
latter were in daily expectation of an attack. 

The 23rtl was Sunday, when Dr. Livingstone showed 
me, on comparing notes, tliat 1 had lost a day diuing my 
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eojoum in tlie far interior. I attended Divine service, 
and had cjin^derablc difficulty tn maintain my grtivity as 
sundry members of the congregation entered the chumli 
clad in the most unique apparel. Some of these wore 
extraordinary old hats ornamented with fragments of 
women's clothes and ostrich-feathore. These fine hats 
they were very reliictiint to tiike off, and one man sat with 
his beaver on immediately before tlie minister until the 
doorkeeper went up to him and ordered him to remove it. 
At dinner we had a. variety of excellent vegetables, the 
garden producing almost every sort in great perfection ; 
the potatoes in particular were very fine. To-day another 
of my stud, named Yarburuugh (so called In honour of a 
gallant major of the 91st from whom I purchased him), 
died of the distemper, and was immediately consumed by 
the starving curs of the Bakatlas. Being anxious to visit 
Sichely and Ills tribe. Dr. Livingstone and I resolved to 
leave Bakatia and march upon Chouaney with one of my 
waggons on the ensuing day ; the Doctor's object being 
to establish peace between the two tribes, and mine to 
enrich myself with ivory and karossce and other objetrt^ 
of interest. 

On the morning of the 24th I off-loaded the bag- 
gage waggon, and stowed its contents in Dr. Living- 
Btone's premiw^B, after which tlie Doctor and I started 
for Chouaney, which bore a little to the east of north. 
Our road lay through the most perfect country. On 
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clearing the romantic valley of Bakatla wo descended 
into aiiotlier beautiful valley, through whicli mean- 
dered the crystal waters of the Ngotwani, an interesting 
stream, which, flowing in a north-easterly direction, falls 
into the Limpopo about sixty miles below its junction 
with the Mariqua. The Ngotwani contains several 
varieties of Hah, which are of good flavour, ami afford the 
angler steady average sport both with bait and fly. After 
following some distance along the firely-wooded banks of 
the Ngotwani, and having twice crossed its stream, we 
entered upon an extensive open tract of country adorned 
with a carpet of the most luxuriant herbage. Tliis inte- 
resting plain was beautifully wooded towards tlic m<mn- 
tain ranges whieb bound it on every side, and the Ngot- 
wani twined in a serpentine course along tlie middle of it, 
forming in one part an extensive vley or marsh about font 
miles long and a quarter of a mile in breadth. This vley 
was now beautified with a dense crop of waving green 
reetis, averaging about fourtieen feet in height, and forming 
a lavonrite resort of buffaloes and their invariable attend- 
ants the lions. Dr. Livingstone told me that a party of 
Baquaines were to leave Chouaney on the ensuing day to 
vimt this vley, for the purpose of cutting a supply of tlie 
long rank reeds witli which to thatch his new church and 
dwelling-house ; and he said that he should wish rae, if 
opportunity presented itself, to shoot some large game on 
. which tliese men might feed. 
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We WRFP marching quietly along anil were nearly 
opposite the centre of the reeds, wlien, nn emerging from a 
grove of tliomy mokala trees, casting our eyes to the right, 
we suddenly beheld a numerous herd of buffalot^s grazing 
on the open plain betwixt lis and tlie vley. Their dark 
imposing squadrons extended over a great space of 
ground, and we reckoned tliat there might have been 
between six and eight hundred of them. I immeili- 
atcly saddled " Sunday," and rode towards them. As 1 
drew near tliey stood gazing at me for a minute, and 
then, panic-stricken, the whole herd started off together, 
making for the nearest wood. Pressing my horee, 1 wa»> 
soon ahead of them, and by sboutjug I turned them right 
about, when they thundered along in a compressed mass, 
and held for the reeds. Their amazing numbers greatly 
impeded their progress, and I had no difficulty in keeping 
alongside of them, I kept on their right flank to enable 
me more conveniently to fire, and on one occasion, on mv 
riding very mar the foremost of the herd, a large division 
of those behind me suddenly extended to the right and 
increaseil their pace, and, on looking over my shoulder. 1 
found myself almost surrounded by tlieir helraeted squa- 
drons. As I galloped along I endeavourcrd to select tlie 
finest head, but among so many it was no eaay matter to 
make a choice, and as soon as I selected one he disap 
peared among the ranks nf his eonipunions. At length. 
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riding at the gallop, I let fly right and left into the herd, 
and next moment they had gained the margin of the lofty 
peeds. Here the whole herd suddenly lialted and facet! 
about witli the regularity antl precision of a regiment of 
cavalry, when, having overhauled me for half a minute, 
they charged headlong into the soft muddy vley, and in 
another moment they were hidden from my view. I 
marked the reeds bowing before them far on my right and 
left as they splashed and struf^led through the marshy 
vley, and presently they gained the other side, when, 
emerging from the reeds, tliey held across the open plain, 
ateering for their strongholds in the woods beyond. As 
the clouds of dust beliind me cleared away, I looked back 
and beheld a fine old cow stagger for a moment and then 
fell dead, and near her stood a wounded calf, whose mo- 
ther had remained beside it, being lotli to leave her 
iitfepring. 

I now returned to Dr. Livingstone, when we brought up 
the waggon for the fallen buffaloes, and baited for the 
night. Just as we had outspanned, a blue wildebeest, 
having observed the oxen, and taking them for buffaloes, 
iearlesely approached the waggon, when, advancing under 
cover of one of the oxen, I bowled him over with my rifle. 
Early on tlie following morning the reed-cutters from 
Chouaiiey hove in sight, and were not a little gratified to 
find so boimtiful a supply of their favourite " niama," or 
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flesh, awaiting their arrival. The afternoon was cold and 
rainy, and at a late hour we outspanned at Chouaney, 
where we were immediately welcomed by a messenger 
from Sichely, who expressed himself highly gratified at 
our arrival and promised to come and break&st with 
me next morning. 




SICHELfa KRAAL. 



CHAPTER XX. 



Arrive at Sichely's Kraiil — Dpscrijitioii of that Chief — Hia Wives 

— 'Oie Raiiimakors — My Oun Medicine — Biikatla — A 
Kraal struck by Lighlning — Headi Mr. MuSiiI.'b StutiOQ at 
Kujuman — During Roblitriea of the BuBhmeQ — ClampbellaiioriJ 

— Discover my nuiowny Hotteolots — We cronB tlie Vaal — 
llie Imuates uf a Farm tcrrilii-d by my wild Ap[>vairaiice — 
Colcsbcrg and firabamalowii — Kngliah Houmls in Africa. 

At an early hour on the 26tli of November Sichely pre- 
sented hiraaelf with a. large rutinue. The appearance of 
this chief was prepogaeseing, and his manner was civil and 
engaging ; his stature was about five ft'et ten inches, and 
in his person he inclined to corpulency. His dress consisted 
of a handsome leopard-skin kaross, and on his arms and 
legs, which were stout and well turnoil, he wore a profusion 
of brass and copper ornaments manufactured by tribes 
rewding a long way to tlie eastward. In tlie forenoon I 
accompanied Sichely to hia krnal situated in the centre of 
the town, and alongside of it stood respectively tlie kraals 
of his wives, which were five in number. Tliese kraals 
were neatly built, and were of a circular form, the walls 
and lloors being smoothly plastered with a composition of 
clay and cow-dung, an<i secured from the weather by 
a firm and well-constnicted tliatoh of rank dry grass. 
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Each kraal was surrounded by an ari'a enclosed witti a 
strong impenetrable fenw six feet in heiglit. Tlie town 
waa built on a genllf elope on the northern side of a broad 
extensive strath, throughout the whole extent of which 
lay wide fields and gardens enclosed with hedgijs of the 
wait-a-bite. 

A fJiort time previous to my arrival, a rumour having 
reached Sichely tliat he waa likely to be attacked by the 
emigrant Boers, he suddenly resolved to secure his city with 
a wall of stones, which he at once commenced erecting. 
It waa now completed, entirely surrounding the town, 
witli loopholes at intervals all along through which to 
play upon the advancing enemy with tlie muskets which 
be had resolved to purchase from hunters and traders 
like myself. 

I was duly introduced to the live queens, eacli of 
whose wigwams I visited in euccesaion. These ladies 
were of goodly stature and comely in their appear- 
ance ; they all possessed a choice assortment of very 
fine karosses of various descriptions, and their jwrsous 
were ailomed with a profusion of ornaments of beads and 
brass and copper wire. Sichely professed and was be- 
lieved by his tribe to he a skilful rainmaker, viz. one 
having the power of creating rain when required for the 
fieliU and gardens, 'llie rainmaker's art is a regular 
profeasiou among the Beehuanas, end the individuals who 
practise it are mueh esteemed and highly venerated among 




tliL'ir ffl low-men, Tlioy are supposed to work by super- 
natural agency ; and acting pn»hably on the general prin- 
ciple that a prophet is not without honour save in his own 
country, they invariably practise their arts amongst tribes 
remote frojn their own particular distriete. Their birth 
and onginal place i if residence are always involved in mys- 
ter)', and they pretend to have been suddenly created in 
some lonely cave, or on the summit of a mountain, from 
which they came in a. state of manhood without under- 
going the usual ordeal of birth. Some of these rain- 
makers attain to much higher reputation than their fellow 
necromancers : an illustrious character of tliifl description 
is much sought after, and is ot^en sent for irom an ama^ng 
distance hy a chief on whose dominions the periodical 
thunder-stonns (which are often very partial) have failed 
t'> descend. 

The modes hi which tliey propitiate the clouds are 
various. The one most commonly practised is, by col- 
lecting a few leaves of each individual variety of tree in 
the forest, which they allow to simmer in large pota over 
a slow lire, while a sheep is killed by pricking it in the 
heart with a " lemuc " or long sewing-needle, while tlie 
rainmaker is employed in performing a variety of absurd 
incantations. The steam arising from the simmering 
loaves is supposed to reach and propitiate the clouds, and 
the remainder of the day is spent in dances which arc 
joineil in by all the tribe and kept up till miibiight, being 
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ai'compaiiieii with songe having a long-continued chorus 
in which all joi[i, and the burden of which is the power 
and praises of the rainmaker. It often, however, happens 
that the relentless clouds decline attending to the solici- 
tations of rhe rainmaker, and the fields of yonng com 
become parched and withered. Other schemes are then 
resorted to. A number of the young men sally forth, 
and, forming an extensive circle, tliey enclose the rocky 
face of some mountain-side in which tbe rock-loving klip- 
flpringer is likely to be met witli, when, by gradually con- 
tracting their circle like our Highlanders of old, they 
generally manage to catch alive suudry klipsp ringers, 
whose voices are supposed to attract rain. The un- 
fortunate little antelopes tlms captured are paraded 
round the kraal, while the rainmaker, by pinching and 
tormenting them, iniiuces tbpm to scream. Rut as it 
often happens that these and uU bis other machinations 
prove unavailing, tbe rainmaker is at times obliged 
eventually to make a moonlight flitting and cut and run 
for it, when the services of anotlier of the fraternity are 
courted. 

When the rainmakers fail to fultil their promises they 
always ascribe tbeir want of success to the presence of 
aome mysterious agency which lias destroyed the effect of 
their otherwise infallible nostrums. One of these anti- 
roinmaking articles is ivory, which is believe<l to have 
great influence in driving away r^, in consequence of 
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wliich, 1r lln' summer season, they produce it only as the 
son goes down, at which time it is brought for the trader's 
inspection carefully wrapped up in a karoea. 1 remember 
on ooe occasion incurring the censure of a whute tribe, 
who 6nnly believed me to have frightened the rain from 
iheir dominions by exposing a quantity of ivory at noon- 
day ; and on another occasion the chief of a certain tribe 
c«)mnianded a missionary with wliom I am acijuaintcd to 
remove all the raflera from the roof of bis house, these 
having l»een pointed out by the rainmaker as oltstrueting 
the success of his incantations. 

The Griqnas, taking advantjige of the sujicrstitioiis of 
the Bcchnanas. ofton practise on their credulity, and, a 
short time before I visited Sichely, a party of Griqua^ 
who were hunting in his territory had obtained from 
him several valuable karosees in barter for a little 
sulphur, which they represented as a most efiectual 
medicine for giin^ having assured Sichely that by rub- 
Vmg a small quantity on their hands before proceeding 
to the field they would assuredly obtain the animal they 
hunted. 

It happened in the course of my converse with tlie chief 
that tlie subject turned on ball -practice, when, probably 
relying on t)ic power of his medichie, the king cliallenged 
me to shoot against him for ii considerable wager, stipu- 
lating at the same time that his three brothers were to be 
permitted to assist him in the competition. The king 
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Maked a couple of valnablR karomes against a large mea- 
■ore filled with my gunpowder, and we ihen at oiicc pro- 
ceeded lo the waggon, wlicre the match was t" come off. 
followed by a number of the tribe. WTiikt Sichely wai^ 
loading his gun, I repaired to the fore-chest of the wag- 
gon, where, oltserving that 1 was watched by several of 
the natires, I proceeded to rub my hands with sulphur, 
which was instantly reported to the chief, who directly 
joined mc, and, clapping me on the buck, entreated tne to 
give him a little of my medicine for his gun, which I of 
course told him be must purchase. Our target being set 
ap, we commenced firing ; it was a small piece of wood ^ 
inches long by four in breadth, and was placed on the 
stump of a tree at the distance of one hundred jmces. 
Sichely 6rc<l the first shot, and very naturally missed it. 
upon which I let fly and split it through the middle. It 
was then set up again, when Sichely and his brothers con- 
tinued firing, without once touching it, till night setting 
in put an end to their proceedings. This of course was 
solely attributed by all present to the jmwer of the medi- 
cine I had used. 

When Dr. Livingstone was informed of the circum- 
stance he was very much shocked, declaring that in future 
the natives would fail to believe him when he denoimced 
supernatural agency, having now seen it practised by 
bis own country man. I obtained several very tine 
karoases, as also ivory, ostrich feathers, and cundry in- 




teresting curiositiL's. in barter fj-om Sichely and bis tribe ; 
and at noon on the 27th we took leave of Sichely and 
started for Bakatla. In the evening of the following 
Jay I lost another horse of the distemper : it was the 
" Immense Brut« ;" and next morning the chesnut pony 
alfio died. About midnight an immense herd of buffaloes 
came feeding slowly towards ns, and, imagining our 
oxen to belong to their own party, they continued to ad- 
vance until we wcie actually surrounded by them. I 
then arose in my sleep, and, having remarked in Sichuana 
to the natives that the buffaloes were very good, I once 
more lay down, utterly uiicoiisciouB of what I had done 
or spoken. 

On the afternoon of the 29tb we outspamicd at Bakatla. 
A party of Baralongs were llien on a visit to Mosielely 
on a trading excursion for skins for the manufacture of 
karoFses. The head-quarters of these men was situated 
to tlie .westward of Motito, on the borders of the great 
Kalahari desert. Night set in with a terrific thunder- 
storra, which prevailed for several hours : the lightning 
was most ])ainful to the eyes, and deafening peals of 
thunder continually burst above and around us. From 
the proximity of the explosions we entertained consider- 
able fears for the safet)' of the natives in the town, for 
the lightning appeared repeatedly to strike in thnt di- 
rection , and when the storm had sub^ded, a messenger 
from the king came down to the missionarj's dwclllna;- 
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house to report tliat the kraal occupied by the six 
strangers liad been etruck by the electric fluid, and that 
one of them was killed on the spot, and the other five 
were more or less affected by the shock. Dr. Living- 
stone informed me that this melancholy event would 
entail great alarm and uneasiness upon Mosielely, since 
all the tribes would blame him for the accident. 

The following day was Sunday, and in the forenoon 
Dr. Livingstone and I visited Mosielely, and inspected 
the kraal that had been struck by lightning. We found 
the natives engaged in the most absurd idolatrous rites 
to cleanse the kraal and the survivors from the effects of 
the electricity. Unlike the Romans of old, these five 
individuals did not consider themselves honoured by the 
partiality which tlie lightning had evinced for them ; 
huddled together, we found them lying speechless and 
terrified upon the ground, their hearts having died within 
them. On llie 1st of December, with Dr. Livingstone's 
kind assistance, I commenced making a new axletree for 
the waggon, and by the evening of that day week we had 
completed a good, substantial axletree of seasoned bard 
wood, mounted with iron skeins, and secured it in its 
place. The greatest difiiculty we encountered in the 
accomplishment of our work was in welding the iron 
ekeiiifl and fixing them in their proper places. During 
my atay at IJakatIa I traded extensively with the natives, 
and obtained from tfaein a number of karossDS and various 
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curiosities and articles of interest It was the heat of 
Slimmer, and the sun at noon was extremely overpower- 
ing : the atmosphere, however, was occasionally refreshed 
by thunderstorms, accompanied with grateful showers of 
rain, which, of course, was attributed to the power of 
the rainmaker, and the ^'a]o rang nightly with loud and 
joyous songs, re-echoing his praises in a prolonged 
chorus. Before leaving Bakatla n)y horse " Sunday" 
died of the distemper, which reduced my stud from ten 
to two ; and, before dismissing this subject, I may men- 
tion that I managed to save these two from the dis- 
temper, and succeeded in bringing them back to the 
colony, by preventing them from eating grass and by 
keeping them covered at night with blankets. 

On the lltli I took leave of my kind host Dr. Living- 
stone, and, after a steady march of many days, on the 
2nd of January I reached Kuruman, where I was enter- 
tained by Mr. Moffat with liis usual kindness and hospi- 
tality. The following day was Sunday, when I attended 
Divine service in the large church morning and evening, 
and saw sixteen men and women who had embraced 
the Christian faith baptized by Mr. Moffat. It was 
now the fruit season, and the trees in the gardens of the 
missionaries were groaning under a burden of the most 
delicious peaches, figs, and apples. Tlic vines bore 
gcKKlly clusters of grapes, but these had not yet ripened. 
My runaway Hottentots had [Missed tlirough Kuruman 
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some time previous to my arrival, and it waa reported 
that disL^ase had overtaken them at the missionary station • 
of Campbclladorp, where they were now all four stretched 
upon a bed of sickness, and in a state of the most abject 
want and misery. Isaac bad likewise made Ina appear- 
ance in due course, and be came boldly forward to 
claim his wages, which I honestly paid liim. I left in 
Mr. Moflat's kind keeping one of the waggons with its 
contents (which we stowed away in a room obligingly 
lent me by Mr. Moffat for the purpose), and aUo the 
whole of my oxen, with the exception of one span, witli 
which, on tlie eveniug of the 7th, I set out for Koning, 
which I reached at on early hour on the following morn- 
ing, having marched during the greater portion of the 
night 

T..eaving Koning on the afternoon of tlie 8th, I resumed 
my march for Daniel'a-kuil, Between Koning and 
Daniel's-kuil occur two uiteresting eaves, long famous as 
allbrding a residence and protection tu hordes of maraud- 
ing Bushmen. The larger of these caves is situated on 
tlie west side of the waggon-track ; it is of great size, 
and contains a perpetual fbuntmn of delicious waler, and 
its sides liave Iteeii adorned by its Lilliputian iiihahitant« 
with correct likeneaees of most of the game quadrupeds 
of Africa, as ahw unicoras, which of course llicy never 
saw, and must therefore iiave heard spoken of by other 
men. I'rom tliis cave tlie Bushmen were wont to sally 
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forth not very long since and lift fat cattle from the sleek 
herds of their more industrious neighbours the Griqnns 
and Bechuaiias. Returning with these cattle, their ni3- 
ton was t« drive them all into the cave, whence, being 
well supplied with water, they did not again proceed until 
the flesh was either rotten or consumed. It was in vain 
that the exasperated owners of the cattle fiillowed on 
their traces to the Bushman-cave, for here they well knew 
it was madness to follow farther, as inevitable death 
would be the result, by the poisoned arrows of their 
subtle foes within. At length the Bushmen became so 
fre<iuent and daring in their attacks, that a number of the 
Bechuanas held " a great talk " on the subject (as they 
Bay in America), and ended by resolving to attack the 
Bushmen, and accomplish tlieir destruction at whatever cost. 
Accordingly, when the next robbery was committed, tlie 
Bechuanas marched upon the Bushman-cave, armed with 
large oval shields and battle-axes ; and, entering the cave, 
lliey steadily advanced under cover of their shields, while 
the Bushmen's arrows rattled thick upon them like a 
storm of hail. The Bechuanas thus continued to advance 
until they came to close quarters, when they cut them 
down with their battle-axes. The other cave is situated 
to the eastward of the waggon-track ; here, on a similar 
occasion, tire was made use of to smoke out the Bushmen, 
wlien those who escaped death by suffocation fell by the 
hattle-axes and assagais of their foes witSiout. 
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Wlicn diiren to extremity thi* Bushmen are extremely 
plucky, and show fight to the la^t. In die year 1847, a 
Bechuana chief, named Assyabona, who is nearly related 
to Mahura, despatched a strong party of his trilte, armed 
with guns and assagais, to accomplish the destruction of 
a strong horde of wild Bushmen, whose robberiea had be- 
come (M daring and extensive that they were the terror of 
«]] who dwelt a hundred miles around them. On this 
occasion a great number of Bushmen were destroyed, 
having been overtaken in open ground. One determinetl 
fellow, having hastily collected several of the quivers of 
his dying comrades, which were full of poisoned arrows, 
ensconced himself within three largu stones, from which 
position he for a long time defied the whole hostile array 
of Bechuanas, shooting two of them dead on tlie spot, and 
wounding a number of otliers. Though continuing gal- 
lantly to defend himself, he seemed aware that he could 
not possibly escape ; and while peppering at the Bechuanas 
Mid upbraiding them witli cowni'dice, he called out to 
them, that, if they bad not killed liis brother (who lay 
dead beside him, and who was a famous marksman among 
his fellows), it would liave gone hard with them that day, 
lie was eventually finished with a shot in tlie forehead 
by a son of Mahuru's, chief of tlie Batlapis, as he was in 
tlie act of diacluirging one of his iliminutive yet deadly 
shafts. 

On the loth I marched from Daniel 's-k nil, and early 
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on tlic I2tL I encamped at Campbelisdorji wlicre I found 
Mr. Bartlett and Captain Coroelius Kok in great force. 
Here I at length overtook my runaway Hottentots. 
Sickness and starvation liad done their work upon them, 
and they were so altered in their apj)earance that I 
scarcely knew them. Tliey were now acting as servants 
to the Griquas who liad nursed them in their illness, 
and they were working hard to earn their bread. On 
inquiring of them why they had forsaken me, they said 
that they had started in a nisli and thoughtless moment, 
and that, although they almost immediately repented tlie 
step they had taken, fear and shame prevented them from 
returning to their duty. Commiserating their condition, 
I presented them with the amount of their wages during 
the time they had TL'Uiained with me, and, being now 
quite independent of their services, I allowed them to 
remain with the masters they had chosen. I here met 
an extremely plausible individual, a Dutchman, from 
the Bo-land or Cape distnct, who was got vp in his rig at 
ronsiderablc expense. This fellow was swindling the 
Griquas right and left, purchasing from them all their 
best cattle at extravagant prices, and settling for them 
with paper notes, which naturally were forged. He re- 
presented himself as being one of a wealthy firm in Cape 
Town, and stated that two of his pariners were then pur- 
chasing cattle among the Boers to tlic eastward, from 
whom they had already collected two thousand head ; 
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which cool assertion the Griquaa were silly enough to 
bellevL', and he left their country for the Bo-land witli a 
large drove of fat oxen. EYentually, however, he was 
brought to justiee, and I afterwards hoard of hia being 
aafely quartered in the jail of Beaufort. 

At a late hour on the 13tli I outspanned my waggons 
ou the fragrant bank of iho lovely Vaa! river by clear 
moonlight, and on the morrow, the water being then for- 
tunately low, I crossed the river with little difficulty, and 
on the 20th I took the drift of the Great Orange River, 
but with very faint hopes that my worn-out oxen would 
succeed in drawing mc through its treacherous sands, 
more especially since two Boers who had crossed an hour 
previous had deemed it necessary tn inspan sixteen 
tearing well -conditioned oxen into their light waggons. 

1 was right in my conjecture, for with infinite dogging 
and shouting I got the waggon half way through, when 
it utuck fast, and no efforts could prevail ui>on the 
oxen to move it a yard farther. A Griqun offered to 
lend me on hire a fresh span of able bodied oxen, when, 
with the help of tlieae and some of my best, I got safely 
through, and once more encamped within her Majesty's 
dominions. \Vliile the waggon was sticking in the middle 
of the river a Boer took the drift from the opposite side 
with a light new waggon and twelve superb oxen, which 
bore him througli in gallant style. Resuming my march 
for Coleeberg, I trekked on till near midnight, when 1 lost 




my way in the dark. The country here waa parched and 
arid, not a blade of grnes for the weary oxen, Imt hope- 
less sterility stretched far around. 

Od the 2lBt I left the Bushman tn hi-ing on the 
waggon while I walked ahead uudcr a most terrific 
sun to the farm where I had piircliased Prince and 
Bonteht-rg, while en route to the far interior. My 
coetume consisted of a dilapidated wide ■ awake hat. 
which had run the gauntlet with many a grove of 
waifc-a-hits, a dusty-looking ragged shirt, and a pair 
of still more ragged-looking canvas trousers, which 
were, moreover, amputated above the knee, white 
my face waa adorned with a shaggy red beard, 
which tout ensemble imparted to me the appearance of 
one escaped fi'om Bedlam. As I drew near the farm 
its inmates took fright at my wild appearance, and two 
of the Boers, timidly projecting their heads from the half- 
closiid door, loudly shouted to me to lay down my gun. 
I however pretended not to understand, and advancing 
boldly I wished them good morning. One of these was 
the owner of the farm, and the man from whom I had 
bought the dogs, yet nevertheless he failed to recognise 
me. He still appeared to be much alarmed, and 
evidently looked upon me as a dangerous character ; 
hut, commiserating the transpiirent texture of my 
continuations, he offered to lend me a pair of leather 
" crackers." Declining the proffered apparel, I entered 
e3 
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the bouse without ct'reraony, and havhig come to an 
anchor I requested some milk. Here I was immediately 
recognised by the children aa "de carle wha lieb vor 
Bontehet^ ha-quoch," viz. the man that bought Bon- 
tebei^. 

On the 26th I marched at dawn of day, and in four 
hours I entered the village of Coleaberg, where I found 
my old friends, the 9Ist, replaced by a detachment of 
the 45th. My first move waa to visit the post-office, 
where I was very much disappointed to find no letters 
awaiting my arrival. Having off-loaded my waggon, I 
handed it over to Mr. Amott, the resident blacksmith, 
to undergo repairs, of which it stood much in need. 
My Becbuana followers were extremely struck with the 
size and appearance of Colesberg, and the movements of 
the military elicited tliuir unfeigned delight and approba- 
tion. On the 28th tJie village of Colesberg was en- 
lightened with t!ie presence of Mr. Kleinboy, who arrived 
with waggons from Kururaan. Having sought me out, 
he declared iiiinsclf tlioroughly penitent for all bis former 
misdcmeanoura, and, expressing il wish again to join the 
service, I re-eidistod him. 

On tlie 1st of February I left Colesberg, and reached 
Grahamstown on the forenoon of the 22nd, when I 
look up my residence with Captain Hogg of the 7tli 
I>r*goon Guarrls, in my old quarters at the barracks of 
t\w Cape Mounted KiBes. The officers of the 7th had 
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brought out with tlicin a pack of fox-hounds, which, while 
ttiey lasted, atfordcd excellent sport, but unfortunately 
tlie climate of Southern Africa, especially near the coast, 
IB so very unfavourable for well-bred English dogs, that, 
although no trouble nor expense was spared in the manage- 
ment of tliesc hounds, and fresh drafts were constantly 
exported from England, and Utters of pups carefully 
reared in the colony, the pack nevertheless had con- 
siderably diminished. These hounds were under tlie 
especial surveillance of Captain Hogg, who hunted 
them in a manner which evinced his consummate skill 
and judgment in the manly and ennobling pursuit of the 
chase. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Scl oiil again for lie Far lultrior — Fort Beaiifort — Purchase 
rnmli Steeds anil Oxen — My old eorvant Curollua rejoius me 
— Elephant Fountain onoa more — Huiit Eleiiiiauts — Cor- 
riehely — Obliged to act very deciiledly with Sicomy — Horses 
and Oxen taken in Pita — Two Dogs killeil hy a LeoF«rd — 
A file of Bakalahori Women carrying wuter to the Desert — A 
sleeping Ilhiiioccrofl shot — Hunting in the neiglibourhood of 
Lollokane and Letlocbee — The Natives kill an Klc|>liant — 
A grim Lion slain — Rheumatic Fever ntlacka me — Leave 
Bamangwaii) Cotmtry — The Oantc diaturlicd by Natives — 
Soobie — Walcb nightly for Game from a place of Ambush — 
Vanquish a noble Lioness. 

I CONTINUED in Graliainatown until tlie Ttli day of I 
March, when I set out once more on my weary journey 1 
for tlie tUstaiit forests of tlie far interior. Before leaving 
the town I settled my accounts with the mciTliants from ' 
whom I had obtained supplies, and who evidently seemed 
to consider my returning to the colony as a very doubtful " 
event I engiiged a discliarged soldier of the Slst, ' 
named George Jlartin, in the capacity of head servant, 
litis man hailed from Hudilington, and bore an excellent 
eliaracter on leaving tlie regiment. He was aecustomod 
10 the charge of horses, m which he took a gi'eat interest. 
.My most important purchases in the sporting dcpjirtmcnt 
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consisted of a valuable douhle-banvlled rifle, with spare 
shot-barrels by AVestley Richards, which I obtHined from 
Captain Hogg ; and two right good steeds, one of whicli 
was a very superior coal-black gelding, which I purchased 
of Captain Walpole of tlie Engineers for 20/., which was 
considerably below its value. I named this horse Black 
Jack ; in paces and disposition he very much resembled 
my lamented Coleaberg, and he was altogether one of the 
finest horses I ever mounted. His end was sudden and 
severe ; for on a subsequent expedition, along with another 
of my favourite horses, be was torn to pieces and con- 
aumed by a troop of ruthlet's lions. The other horse 
which 1 purchased was a grey ; and as it is probable that 
tliis horse may be introduced in future pages, under the 
designation of the "Old Grey," I trust the reader will 
not be confounded with the idea of the resurrection of the 
original " Old Grey." 

On the morning of the 9tb I reached Fort Beaufort, 
when I encamped at tbe mess-bouse of the 7tb. I conti- 
nued there untU the morning of the 15th, when I resumed 
my march for the interior. In Fort Beaufort I purcliased 
four riglit good horses from tlie officers of the garrison : 
one of tlieae was a jet black steed, and was named by hie 
late master Scbwartland. This horse was one of the 
finest sbooting-horses in Southern Africa, and understood 
hia work so well that he sceraed to follow the game with 
all the eagerness of a greyhound, and yet he would 
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suddenly halt in full career when I wished to fire, if I 
merely placed my hand upon his neck. From his hack 
I subsequently shot many elephants and other game, 
and his name will often appear in after pages. At the 
farm of Messrs. Nelson and Blane I purchased two more 
horses, which I called Brown Jock and Mazeppa, and also 
a span of oxen and some luikh cows. 

On the 2nd of April I entered the Tillage of CoIe»- 
berg, where I was actively employed in making final 
preparations for my distant campaign until the 9th. I 
engaged two Hottentot servants named Booi and Klein- 
feldt, the latter individual being one of those who had 
forsaken my banner at Rxitlonamy, and I purchaaed two 
more valuable steeds, which increased my stud to ten 
very superior young horses. 1 also purcliased a number 
of rough long-legged serviceable dogs of a variety of 
oreeds, which, with several other ragged -looking tykes, 
that I subsequently purchased from Boers along the 
line of march, increased my kemiet to about twenty 
business-like dogs. At sumise on the 9th we marclied 
out of the village and held on until we reached tlie 
Orange Uiver at Boata's Drift, where we outspanncd 
beneath the shade of a grove of willows. Having crossed 
tho river on horseback, it proved too deep to take the 
waggons over, but I had the consolation to remark that 
the waters were on llie ebb, and by the forenoon of the 
following day they had so £ir subsided that I was enabled 




CROSS THE ORANGE RIVER. 



ti> cross the great river without wetting my cai^. The 
udCeDsiou of the opposite side proved extremely severe, 
being an almost per])eiidicular bank of soft sand, and I 
was obliged to relieve the waggon of half its load before 
the oxon could drag it to tlie more practicable rnad 
beyond. 

I waa DOW all anxiety to reach my Fountain of Ele- 
pliants, and pushed on with all speed for Majisouey. On 
the 1 5th, just as I bad reached the Bastard kraal of 
Rhama, I fell in with my old servant Corollus, who had ab- 
sconded from me at Bootlonamy. He was in company with 
the waggons belonging to Mr. David Hume, the trader, 
oil their return to the colony, but, meeting with hia old 
companions Kleinfeldt and Kleinboy, he resolved to turn 
about and re-enter my service, whiiib I was not sorry for, 
as I was short of bands for the distant expedition I was 
about to make. I also fell in with Captain Arkwrigbt 
and Mr. Christie, who were proceeding np the country 
on a similar expedition to my own. 

On the 16tb of May I halted at Chouaney, at the 
residence of Dr. Livingstone, who told me that one or two 
troops of elephants had been frequenting the district. 
With one of these I fell in on the 20th, when 1 bad an 
op[Jortunity of testing the sportsmanlike qualities of my 
new servant Martin. The troop consisted of nine bull 
elephants, the finest of which I shot, but Martin, afler 
selecting the poorest of the lot, idtimately lost him. We 
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now pressed on as rapidly as possible for my favourite 
fountain Massoney, which we at length reached on 
the 29th. 

I felt sincere pleasure in revisiting this very interesting 
spot I found it well frequented by the elephant?. Two 
troops of cows and thri'e old hulls had drunk tliere on 
the preceding niglit. MTien the waggons cnme up to my 
old halting-place I took a hfisty breakfast, and then 
started on the spoor of an enormous old hull. After 
fiiUowing him north for about six miles we lo?t him in 
the spoor of a troop of cows ; I accordingly followed the 
spoor of the cows, and soon came up with them. Tlie 
troop consisted in all of about ten, but there were only 
three full-grown cows in the troop ; each of these three, 
unluckily, went off in different directions. I mde within 
twenty yards of the best, and, halting, I put two lialls 
close behind her shoulder, and, calling to Martin to 
finish her, I galloped after the second best. I soon got a 
view of her, and in three minutes I had turned her head 
towards camp, and presently I rolleil her over with alwut 
six shots. Martin and the Bushman not appearing when 
two hours had ela(»ed, I rode to camp, where, to my 
astonishment, I found my servant, who had actually lost 
my elephant through the most inexcusable want of pluck. 
I was very much annoyed, and regretted having attacked 
the troop at all. 

At dawn of day Mollyt-on and I walked to llic fountain 




ELEPRANT-IITTNTmc. 



Id seek for elephanta' spiwr. A troop of cows, SL'voral small 
bulla, anil two well-grown bulls, liad drunk during the 
iiight, besides an immense number of rhinoceroaes, perliaps 
twenty, I mtido a hasty breakfast, and then took up tin- 
spoor of the two best bolls, with one after-rider. Tlie 
spoor led nearly south-cast. j\fter following it for alroiit 
six miles we found ourselves in an elevated part of the 
forest, which commanded a fine view of the mountains tn 
the east, and here Mollyee climbed to tlie summit of a 
sandle-wood tree to try if he could see the elephants. He 
could not see those we were spooring ; but he saw three 
other bull elephants, about three parts grown, feeding 
slowly along, steering aiiuiit north; aft<?r a short and 
dangerous conflict I slew the liest with five bullets. 

V,'e then followed up the spoor of one of our first 
elephants, which had now taken a northerly course. After 
following it up very shaqily for about five miles through 
very open country, we reached some dense wait-a-bit 
cover, where we discovered our friend hiding himself 
within twenty yards of us. He took away at on«r 
tlirough the thickest of the cover, and on my approai'hing 
for a shot he made the most terrific charge after me, 
sending large thorny trees flying like grass before him. 
When lie lialted afl^r his charge, I sent a ball through his 
ribs, and he then made clean away, and got into better 
country. Here I fought witli him for about an hour, and 
gave him sixteen shots from the saddle. My horse was 
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extremely troublesome, and invariably destroyed the cor- 
rectness of my Mm ; the elepliant waa fierce and active, 
and made repealed charges with very destructive inten- 
tions ; B^ lengtlt lie turned and regained the dense tlionn 
cover, in which I lost him. 

On the morning of June lat, before the sun rose, 
Mollyeon and I walked to the fountain to see if elephants 
had drunk. Ten bull elephants bad been there, and bad 
all gone off together, holding a soulh-eiisterly course ; this 
was glorious. I started on tlie spoor with five natives, and 
Kleinfpldt as after-rider on I>readnougbt. I took eight of 
my dogs, all led in strings, and rode Schwartland, my 
beat ahooting-borse. After fblloiving the spoor for about 
five miles, we found ourselves to leeward of the elephant I 
had shot on Saturday, and bore the elephants had smett 
the blood, and started off in great fear, going clean away 
tlu^ugb open country, steering one point west of south. 
They got into an old elephant footpath, and held steadily 
on for many miles, not halting to break one In-anch, or to 
plough tlie ground. Tlie leading native said he did not 
expect to see tbem ; and I was certainly of tlie same 
opinion. At length they got into a tliickly wooded part 
of the country, and, although they were still holding clean 
away up wind, they had occasionally baited to feed. Hen- 
I started an oryx. We presently reached the border of a 
very wide open country, where the q»or took a turn 
to tho east, ^Ve proceeded a few hundred yards farther. 




fXEPIlANT-HCNTING 



when we liad the unexpected satisfaction to beliold tlie 
miglity squadron drann up in the open cover, in open 
order, two hundred yards ahead. Some of them stood 
motionless as statues, others luoved slowly here aijd tberc, 
and browsed upon the trees, 

'file troop consisted of tt:n hull elephants : eight of them 
were ahoiit three parts grown ; the other two were enor- 
mous old elephants, in magnitieeot condition. We halted 
and gave the dogs water, and 1 then rode slowly round 
tlie elephants to ascertain which was the best, -After 
riding twice along tlieir front, they all, as if by one accord, 
turned their faces to me, and advanced leisurely within 
forty yards, giving me an excellent opportunity of making 
ray choice. At length they saw me, and, sounding tlie 
alarm, all made otF togetlier in great consternation, I gal- 
loped alongside of them to make my final choice, and 
selected tlie largest elephant I liad some diffieully in 
getting him clear of his comrades, some of which were 
extremely fierce, and were trumpeting along, with their 
tails and trunks aloft. At length I got him clear ; all my 
dogs had gone off to the right and left after other ele- 
phants, and Dreadnought came galloping up to me, 
having tJirown my after-rider, who did not succeed in 
recapturing liim. 

My elephant now, hearing the barking and trumpeting 
un every side, halted beside a busliy tree, witli his head 
higli, and right to me ; but presently turning his hnjad- 
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^de, I gave it him aharp right and left aft«r tlio shoulder ; 
and the dngs, hearing the shots, came up to my Rssistanpe. 
TliL- conflict now became fast jmd furious; I liad very 
pleasant work with this fine old elephant. My hni-se be- 
haved very well, and his fury and attention wcix> chiefly 
directed towards the dogs, who stuck well to him ; but he 
was by fer the toughest elephant to finish that I have ever 
engaged with. I gave him tbirty-five balls, all al)Out and 
behind his shoulder, and discharged at distances varying 
from fifteen to thirty-five yards, before be would lialt and 
die. At length he reduced lua pace to a very slow walk ; 
blood flowed from bis trunk and all his wounds, leaving 
the ground behind him a mass of gore ; his frame shud- 
dered violently, his mouth opened and shut, bis lips 
quivered, Ins eyes were fillijd with tears; he halted beside 
a thorny tree, and having tumi'd right about lie i'ockc<l 
Forwards and backwards for a few seconds, and, falling 
heavily over, his anuieiit spirit fled. The natiies now 
came up, and, having promised to go on the spoor of uiy 
horse Dreadnought, I returned to ]Mnssouey, Itanng off- 
saddled for an hour. 

No elephants liaviug drunk at the fount for some days, 
on the 5th I resolved to leave my favourite Massnuey. I 
accordingly marched about one p.m. I passed Corrieln-ly 
an hour before dark : there was water enough f<)r the 
liorees. Here I met Mutchuisho with a lar{W' party of 
Becliuanos, sent by Sicomy to endeavour to make mc come 
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and tradf with liini. I halti^d for an hour nfh-T sunset, 
and then inspanned and trekked on till the moon went 
down, when I halted near my old outspanning-place, 
having peifornied a very long and difficult march. 

On tlie 6th, a very cold morning, we trekked at dawn 
of day, and in about three hours reached Lesauaau, a 
bold and romantic gorge in the Eamangwato mountains, 
in the depths of which was a strong fountain. Sieomy 
soon made his appearance, and bothered all day ; but he 
did not produce any ivory. At nigbt I watched the 
fountain in tlie hold ravine, and sliot two old black rhino- 
ceroses, hull and cow, with my smooth bore carrying six 
to the pound. Both of these ran considerable distances, 
but were found by the natives. Along with the cow bvrifl^ 
were two other old hulls, who fought together for three 
hours alongside of me. 

On the 7th Sieomy made his appearance early, and 
towariU evening bought powder and lead with eevcii 
ulepliante' teeth. Soon after this bat^ain was concluded 
he ordered men to take away the teeth, and he threw 
me back the powder; but on my kicking back llie 
powder, and swearing I would shoot the flrst man who 
touched the ivory, he relinquished the idea. 

On ihe succeeding day Sieomy prowled about the 
waggons all day, and bothered me im that I at last lost 
my teiiii>er, and awore tit him. Tlie natives held a 
consultalion for a few minutes, which ended by their 
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saying iJiat they were all going to leave me. I said 
that I was happy to hear it. They then deeamped to 
a man ; but in an hour four of my old acquaintance? 
appeared, and said tltat Uie captain wished me to come 
and see him ; but I replied that I was sick, and going to 
sleep. In another hour he made his appearance ; and on 
asking him what I had done that he had called all his 
men away, he replied that they had gone away to liave 
a sleep. Presently Arkwright and Christie rode up to 
my waggons : theirs were at hand. On the march they 
had lost one ox and two hor^s in pitfalls. At night 
Arkwright and I watched the water, but did not get a 
shot 

On the 9th Sicomy brought me ivory. He asked me 
tu go to ray hunting-ground, saying that he would trade 
with me there. He was very anxious to separate the two 
parties. As soon as possible, therefore, I inspanncd, and 
trekked down the broad strath, steering south, although 
the natives aaaerted that I shoidd find no water, and tried 
to guide me north. After trekking about eight miles, 
much to the annoyanee of the Itamangwatoa I discovered 
the residence of the Bahwas, where I halted for the nigbt, 
having sent a message to Scliooey, the old chief, that I 
would trade with him next day. 

The next day tlic old chief, with his wives and nobility, 
appeared at an early hour, and by midday I had pur- 
chased several tusks of elephants ; also two very fine ka- 
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rosses of leopnrd-skiii, &c, I then inspanucd, and in two 
hours I got clear of the Baraangwato luauolains, when I 
held about east, through tliick foreat, halting for the night 
beddi! a small fnimt, where the horsi'S could not drink. 
On the march pallah were abundant and very tame. 

On the morning of the 12th Sicomy came to my fire- 
side, and said he was going to trade with me. A party 
of Bakalahari had arrived a little before, bearing twenty- 
nine elephants' teeth. After some trouble we set the 
trading agoing, and in about three hours I iiad purchased 
ten bull and ten cow elephants' teeth for ten muskets, 
and seven other cow elephants' teeth for powder, lead, 
and flints. I then bought two kohaoba knohkerries. 
At this moment natives came in, and reported elephants 
to have drunk within a mile during the night. This 
caused an immense bustle : in twenty minutes I was 
under way, with two aftei--riders and a party of good 
spoorers, followed by about a hundred and fifty starving 
natives. We took up the spoor a mile to the soutli, and 
followed it due east until the sun went down, when we 
halted for the night. While spooring we met the country 
in flames far and wide, but we crossed the fire, and found 
the spoor beyond. We saw a troop of eight fat male 
elands, and a troop of eight giraffes. 

Next day we followed the spoor for several miles in an 
easterly course, when it took a turn to the north-west, 
through most horrible wail-a-bil thorns. About midday 
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wc came up with (lie elcpiiants. The troop consisted 
of one mighty old bull, and two bulls three-parts grown. 
I first shot the best of the two smal! bulls, and then llie 
old bull. The natives and all my dogs bad kept bim in 
view, and one fellow had pricked him in the stern with an 
aasugai. Upon the strength of this the Bechuanas came up 
and claimed him as theirs when be fell ; but on my threat- 
ening to leave tbelr country they relinfjuished the idea. 

On tlie 16th and 17th I bagged two first-rate bull 
elephants in the level forests to the eastward of Mang- 
maluky. 

On the 18th, after breakfast, I rode to Mangmaluky, 
to water my horses. One old bull elephant bad been 
there, but the natives had too much flesh, and would not 
spoor. I rested all day, expecting my wagons, but they 
did not appear. At nigbt a pantJier came within ten 
yards of my fire, and killed Cradock and disabled Wolf, 
ray two best clepliant-dogs. 

On the Slst I held south, down a beautiful wide valley 
full of very green trees of various kinds. This was evi- 
dently a favourite haunt with the elephants: everj' tree 
Iwre their marks. At the southern end of this valley was 
one of the moat inlercBting fountains I ever beheld; the 
water eamc gushing down through tlie wildest chasm, 
fiinaed of one suiL-i'saion of huge masses of rock of ajj 
shnpcs and nizes, thrown loosely together in some places, 
Aud in othcn piled high one above Huotlier, as if by the 




Iiand of sonic giant. All the ground and rock about the 
fountain were covered with a layer of elephants' dung 
about a foot deep. We had procei;ded about half-way 
up the valley when we heard elephants trumpeting ahead 
of us : it was a very fine troop of cows. There was one 
cow in the troop lai^cr, I think, than any I had ever 
before seen. On this occasion I was extremely unfortu- 
nate. I began by sending two balls into the shoulder of 
the fine cow just as they were charging into a dense 
cover of wait-a-bits. The doga took after two calves, 
which I was obliged to shoot ; the natives, in attempting 
to assagai them, killed IMuma and wounded Alei't in the 
loin. The elephants were hiding in the thorns, and 
no man knew or seemed to care where they were. At this 
moment we beheld another fine troop of cow elephants 
going along the wooded mountain-side opposite to us. I 
immediately made for them, and had the mortification 
to see them gain a neck in the mountain just above my 
head as I got within two hundred yards of them. I now 
returned to the thorny cover, where we found the cows 
concealed. The natives eventually drove them out on the 
wrong side of the cover withoiit warning me, and, to my 
extreme vexation, this fine troop of cows got nway without 
my killing one. 1 was extremely sorry to lose the large 
cow elephant : she carried a pair of most beautiful .ind 
perfect teeth. ! slept near the fountain, where I picked 
up a piece of a tooth of a cow clepltant. 
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On the 29th of June I reached u water called Lotlo- 
kane, and hunted in the neighbuurhood for several days, 
bagging some very fine clepbanta. 

On the 13lh of July I held west with Mollyeon and 
about twenty natives on the spoor of bull elephants two 
days old. In the desert I came upon a troop of about 
twenty elands, the best of which I rode into and slew. In 
the evening we took up fresher spoor of three old buU 
elephants ; hut night setting in, we halted beneath a shady 
tree. 

Early in the morning we resumed the spoor, which led 
ua due west along the borders of the desert without a 
check until eundown. We had now spoored these ele- 
phants a very great distance, and the horses had not had 
water since the morning of the preceding day. I felt 
compassion fur the thirsty steeds, and was on the point of 
turning, when lo! a string of Biikalafaari women wen^ 
seen half a mile before us, each bearing on her head an 
immense earthen vase and woo<len howl containing water. 
They had been to a great distance to draw water at a 
•mall fomitain, and were now returning to their distant 
desert home. This was to us a perfect godsend. The 
horses and dogs gut as mucli as iJiey could drink, and all 
our vessels were replenisheil. The sun being now under, 
we halted for the night. 

At sunrise wc resumed the spoor, and after following it 
for sbout ten milee, and tinding that these elephants had 
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gone clean iiway into the desert beyond tlie reach of man, 
we gave it up, and made for the fountain where the wo- 
men had drawn tlie water on the preceding day. On 
reaching the fountain we found that four bull elephants 
had drunk there during tlie night. It was a sof^, sandy 
soil, and the spoor was beautifiilly visible. 1 had never 
seen larger spoor than that of two of these ; they had fed 
sliiwly away from tlie fouutain, and we followed on with 
high hopes of seeing them that day. 

At length we got into a more densely wooded country, 
and presently oltserved the elephants standing in the 
forest about one hundred yards off. Having succeeded in 
securing the dogs, I shifted my saddle to Jock, and rode 
slowly forward to inspect the mighty game. Two of the 
elephants were but three parts grown ; the other two were 
very large, but one of them was a great deal taller and 
stouter than the other. This immense elephant, which 
was, I think, decidedly the largest I had ever seen, had 
unfortunately both his tusks broken short off close to the 
lip ; I therefore hunted bis comrade, who carried a pair of 
very i)eautifit1 and perfect tusks. At the sixth shot he 
came to a. stand and presently fell. I then dismounted 
and ran up to him, when he rose to his feet and stood 
some time, and then walked a few paces and fell again 
and died. On going up to hira I foimd that he carried 
the finest teeth I had yet obtained ; they must have 
weighed one hundred pounds each. He was an extremely 
e2 
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old bull, am! had been once much wounded witli asaugnia, 
llie blades of two of whicb were found in hia back. 

Od the 1 7tli I made for camp, nud held through a fine 
open country lying north-west from Corriebely, In fol- 
lowing some ostricbea I came upon an extremely old and 
noble black rhinoceroa lying fast asleep in some low 
wait-a-bits. The birds having tried in vaiu to waken him, 
I fired from the saddle. The first ball hit him ns he lay 
in the shoulder ; the second near his hearii, as he gained 
bis feet. In an instant the dogs were round him ; be set 
off down hill at a steady canter, and led me a chase of a 
nule, when he came to a stand, his shoulder failing him. 
At this instant I beheld a troop of about twenty fine 
elands trotting before me on the o]>en slope ; I therefore 
quickly finished the black rhinoceros with two more balls, 
and then gave chase to the elands. I bagged the two 
best in tlie troop, a bull and euw, the latter about the 
fattest I have ever seen. 1 brought the bull within one 
hundred yards of the chuknioo 

At dawn next day I shot, from the spot I had slept on, 
a springbok, running, thnrngh the heart, at one hundred 
yards. After cutting ofi' the horns of the blajik rhinoce- 
ros, I held on for I..ctlocbcc, and slept at Lcbotaiie, a very 
strong and perpetual foiintain. 

On the IDtli at snnriBc I pursued my march to tlie 
fiunous fountain of Letlocboe, to which I removed my camp. 
On tile 'illb I left U-llocbcc, ami marciieil upon l.otlokane. 




SF\nCH FOR A LION, 



In the forenoon of the next day 1 rode out to look ftn- 
koodoos, wiiliout butcess Wliili- riding tliroiigli tbe 
torest I came upon the bloody spoor of an elt- pliant ; im 
Imd been t videntlv hunted by natives. The elephant was 
not far away, for, following the spoor a few hundred 
yards, I came up m about sixty natives, who were hanging 
tliL flesh in garUnda upon the thorny trees all around. 
This was an old bull t.kphint, and was quite lame, when 
the Bechuaiiaa found him, from a ball-wound in the shoul- 
der Un returning to ciimp, one of my Hottentots, whu 
had been after some strayed oxen, stated that he had come 
upon a buffalo newly killed by a lion, and that the lion 
was lying in the buf^hes close by, watching his prey- 
Having taken some eotfee, I saddled up three horses, and 
rode for tbe lion, wiili Bool and Kleinhoy carrying my 
Moore and Westley Richards, and act'ompanied by all 
my dogs. As we approached the carcase of the buffalo, 
which lay in a wait-n-bit thorn cover, tlie dogs all dashed 
away to my left, an<l in an instant they gave tongue, 
which was immediately followed by the deep and con- 
tinued growling of the lion ; lie seemed to be advancing 
right to where we stood. I turned my htiail to ask 
Kleinhoy for my shooting-horse, which he had ridden to 
the 6eld of battle, but uiy trusty after-riders had fled on 
bearing the first growl of the advancing lion. I iieheld Boot 
swept out of the saddle by the bough of a tree, and fall 
heavily to the ground wiili my pel rifli' ; while Klcinboy, 
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with my <itlicr gun, was charging panic-stricken in an- 
other diroction. After a short chase I came up with 
Kleinboy, who did not lack my blessing ; and Iiaring 
clianged horses and got my gun from him, I galloped to 
meet the grim lion. 

Ye goda ! wluit a savage he looked. Tlie whole of 
hb mane was deeply tinged with the blood of the bufialo, 
and the rays of the declining sun added to it a lustre 
wliich imparted to the now exasperated lion a look of 
surjiassing fierceness. He was making for the adjacent 
rocky mountains, and he marched along in front of the 
dogs wilh his tail stuck straight out, stepping along with 
an air of the most consummate pride and independence. 
There was not a moment to lose, so I galloped forward 
on one side, and then rode in slowly to get n near shot ; 
as he approached I came within thirty yards of him, and, 
lialting my horse, I fired for his heart from the saddle. 
On receiving the ball he wheeled about, when I gave him 
the second a. little below the first ; he then walked or ran 
about ten yards forward and fi'll dead. This waa a very 
large old lion ; he had cleaned his buffalo vct^ nicely, 
dragging up all the offal into a heap at a distance from 
the carcase, and he had watelicd it all day t<i keep away 
the vultures, Sx. TTie buffalo carried a very fine head. 

On the SGtli, feehng in very indifferent health, I re- 
mained at home, and stretched the lion's skin. 

The next day after breakfast I rode up the wild glen 
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above camp, intending to seek for bastard gemsbok on 
the otiier side of tlie mountaitis. I bad ridden half-way 
up the glcn, when, lo ! the long-wislied for lovely sable 
antelope stottd right in uiy path ; a princely old buck ; he 
stood about two hnndred yards ahead looking at me. 
Having heard that dogs can easily catch this antelope, 
and having all my dogs at my heels, I sent them ahead, 
and fired a shot to encourage them ; in half a minute 
they wero at the heels of the potaquaJne. and turned him 
down hill. He crossed the glen before me, and dashed up 
a very rough and rocky pass in the rocks to my right, the 
doga following, but considerably thrown out. I listened 
to hear a bay, but listened in vain ; to follow on horse- 
back was impossible. I therefore galloped round to an 
opposite point, and listened with breathless anxiety, 
standing in my stirrups to catch one sharp note from my 
trusty dogs. Nor did I wait long : in a distant hollow in 
the rocks I could faintly hear my doga at bay. 

My heart beat high ; it must he the sable antelope, 
and the dogs would never leave hira. Already I felt 
that be was mine, tind with a. joyous heart I urged 
Mazeppa over the most fearful masses of adamantine 
rock, and at last came into the hollow, where my dogs 
were keeping up a furious hay. Some tliick bushes con- 
cealed the game from my view ; 1 peeped over these, and, 
to my iotenae disappointment, instead of the sable ante- 
lope I beheld an old bull koodoo fighting gallantly for 
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his life. I howled liiin over witli a shot in the heart; 
jind rocie to follow two other sable antelopes which I liarl 
seen on the face of a rocky hill while galloping round the 
rtfks to seek for my dogs. I had ridden a few hundred 
yards, when, high above me on the shoulder of a rocky 
and wcU-wnmled mountain on the opposite side of the 
rarine, I detected a fourth s»ble antelope, a fine old 
buck. I rode into the deep ravine, and, having secured 
the steeds, I stripped to my shirt, and ascended tlie bold 
face to stalk him. 

I held for a little to leeward of where I had marked 
liim ; the Bushman followed with Boxer on a string. 
When I gained the summit I proceeded with extreme 
caution, and at lengtii buheld him through the trees 
within a hundred yards of me ; I crept about ten yards 
nearer, and then lay till he should move ; this he pre- 
sently did. He walked obligingly forward, and stood 
broadside in all his glory, with his magnificent scimitar- 
sliaped horns sweeping back over his haunchc?. I fired. 
*rbe ball broke his fore-leg in the shoulder, and he 
dropped on his face, but, recovering himself, he gained his 
tegs, and limped slowly over the ridge. Boxer imme- 
diately appeared, and was beside rae just as T peeped 
over the ridge, and beheld the wounded bnck looking 
back within fifty yards of rae. On seeing Boxer, he 
turned about, and, as he turned, I sent my secoud ball 
tlirough his ribs. Ue tlien disappeared, and stumbled 
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down the rocky mountain ?ide, with Boxer at his Iieels. 
I fnllowei! as fast as could be, and found hiin half-way 
down the nionntain. sitting nii his haunciies at bay, wliere 
I finished him with a shot in the heart. This was a mag- 
nificent sable antelopt- in the prime of life ; he was very 
fat, and tlie flesh was excellent. 

On the 28th I rode through the hills in quest of pota- 
quaine, and went over a deal of rough ground on foot, and 
saw spoor, but no potaquaine. In the evening I took some 
bedding up the glen, and slept there. 

I had lain in great pain all night, and in the morning 
of the 29th 1 found myself attacked with acute rheumatic 
fever. I had just strength to gain my waggons, when 
the disease came on in fiill force, swelling up all the 
joints of my body, and ^ving me the most excruciating 
torture. I could not move hand nor foot nor turn on my 
bed. I bad no medicine except salts ; these I made use 
of, and bled myself, and in about eight days the intense 
pains left rae, but left me so weak that I could not 
stand. 

On the morning nf the 4tli of August I determined to 
leave the Bamangwato country and to return to Sicliely 
by way of Massouey, which place 1 reached on the 15th. 
It was, however, infested by natives, and all the game 
gone.' I accordingly trekked for f.epelty, which I niathed 
tlie next day. Here too the natives had gathered, so I 
proceeded on to Soobie ; where I found the skull of a very 
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large lion, whirl! tlii; natives said had been killed bv 
another lion. 

At night I lay by the water with KJeinboy ; abund- 
ance of game came and drank, but it waa too dark to 
shoot with any certainty. About midnight a Hon and 
a liouess came within ten yards of us before we noticed 
them. I was lying half asleep, but detected Kleinboy 
removing the big rifle from my side : he made a lucky 
shot, the hallpnsacd through the lion's heart. Ho bounded 
forward atN»ut fifty yards, and, groaning fearfully, he 
died. Presently wc heard tlie hy«enas and jackals fenst- 
ing on him, and before morn he was consumed. After 
Some time the lioness re-approached the water to seek 
her mate, and drew nearer and nearer to us, roaring 
most fearfully ; it was truly enough to make the stoutest 
heart quail. Kleinboy's quite failed him ; and pre- 
sently, hearing other lions approaching rin the opposite 
side of the fount, I certainly telt that we were in 
danger, and accordingly agreed to light a fire, which 
was Boon blazing cheerfully. I continued to watch the 
water fixim my deadly lair, botli by day and niglit, till 
the Ist of Septemlwr, enjoying extraordinary sport, and 
securing uncommonly fine six-ciracns of the heads of all 
the varieties of game frequenting the district. 

On tlie Ist of ii^ptomber, about twelve o'clock, Mollyet^ 
came and told me that my cattle-herd had come upon four 
wildebeests killed hy a troop of lions. I immediately sent 




r the steeds and rode to the spot, with Martin and the 
Bushman aB after-ridere, and accompanied by all ray 
d<^. On reaching ttie ground, the dogs immediately 
took up scent, and went beating up the wind. I rode 
after, hunting thcni on, and presently I missed Boxer and 
Alert, Wolf now beat up a scent to windward, on which 
he afterwarda went off at full speed, and waa soon heard 
at bay with a lion. Just aa Wolf started I heard a dog 
bark to leeward, and, ritling hard in that line, I found 
Lassie barking at a large bush, in which the lions had taken 
shelter, but were gone, I was followed by poor cripple 
Argyll, who went boldly in and took up tbe acent, I 
lost sight of Argyll in tbe bushes. 1 then tiuned my 
iace, as Wolf bad gone, and rode hard to seek him ; at 
length he came up to me, quite exhausted with his 
exertionB. 

I rode back to seek Boxer, Alert, and Argyll. 
On conung to the place where Argyll had gone oilj I 
found lions' spoor, and the spoor of the dogs on the top 
of it. After holding this spoor for a few hundred yards 
I met my dogs, who, returning, led me to the game I 
sought — it was a noble lioness. As I approached I first 
beheld her great, round face and hiack-tipped eara peep- 
ing over tbe low bushes. On riding up she obstinately 
kept ber full front to me, although the dogs were barking 
close around her : at length she exposed a raking side 
shot, and the ball smashed her shoulder. She then 
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chained among the dogs, without doing any harm. At 
my second shot Schwartland was unsteady and spoilt my 
aim ; the ball, however, passed through tiie middle of her 
foot from side to adc. I beckoned to Martin for my 
Moore, and, having got it, I rode up within a few yards 
of the lioness and gave her a shot, which crippled her 
in her other shoulder Slic then fell powerless on tlie 
ground, and* I fireii my fonrib shot for her heart: on 
receiving it site rolled over on her side and died. I cut 
off her head and the ten nails of her two fore feet, and 
rode to camp, where I found that the rascally Hottentots, 
taking advantage of Martin's absence, had boned all 
my rich game-broth, replacing it with cold water. It 
blew a very stiff breeze of wind while I was hunting the 
lions, which entirely prevented me from hearing the do^ 
bark. Tbe evening being very cold and windy. I did 
not watch the water. Lions roared around our camp 
all night. 
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On the afternoon of the 3rd of September I watched tin* 
fountain. Towards sunset one blue wildebeest, six 
zebras, and a large herd of pallahs, were all drinking 
before me. I lay enjoying contemplation for at least 
fifteen minutes, and, most of them having then slaked 
their thirst, I sent a ball through the heart of the best 
headed pallah. I then took a long shot at the blue wilde- 
beest bull, and sent the other ball into his shoulder. I now 
earae to the camp, and ordered the pallah to be placed in 
front of my hole beside the water, to attract the lions. 
Having taken my coffee, I returned to the water with 
Kleinboy and MoUyee. It was bright moonlight. We 
had scarcely Iain down when the terrible voice of a lion 
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was heard a little to the east ; the jackals were feasting 
over the remains of the white rhinoceros of yesterday, and 
only one or two occasionally came and snnfFod at the 
pallah. Presently a herd of zebras, accompanied by 
elands, approached the water, but were too timid to come 
in and drink : a troop of wild dogs now came boldly up, 
and were walking off with tlie pallah, when I 6red into 
them. They made off, but immediately returning, and 
again seizing my pallah, I fired again, and wounded one 
of them. 

Soon after we had lain down a thundering clattering 
of hoofe was heard coming up the vley, and on came an 
immense herd of blue wildebeest. Tliey were very thirsty, 
and the leading cow very soon came boldly up and drank 
before me. I sent a ball through her ; slie ran sixty yards 
up the slope behind me, and fell dead. Her comrades then 
thundered across the vley, and took up a position on the 
opposite rising ground. In two minutes tlie hysenas and 
jackals had attacked the can-ase of this wildelieeBt. Soon 
after this a lion gave a most appalling roar on the bushy 
height close opposite to us, which wtis succeeded by a 
deathlike stillness which lasted for nearly a minute. I 
hud then only one shot in my four barrels, and I hastily 
loaded the other barrel of my Westley Richards, and 
with brcatblcsa attention I kept the strictest watch in 
front, expecting every moment to sec the mighty and 
terrible king of beasts approaching ; but he was too cun- 
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ning. Ue saw all the other game liglit shy of the water, 
50 he made a circuit to leeward t« get the wind off the 
fouutaii). Soon after he roared I heard a number of 
jackals bothering him, aa if telling him to come across the 
vley to the wildebeest : he gro" led from side to aide, as if 
playing with them, and after this all was stilt. 

I had listened with intense anxiety for about fifteen 
minutes longer, when I heard the hyenas and jackals 
give way on either side behind me from the carcase of the 
wildebeest, and, turning my head slowly round, I beheld 
a huge and majestic lion, with a black mane which nearly 
swept the ground, standing over the carcase. He seemed 
aware of my proximity, and lowering liis head he at once 
laid hold of the wildebeest and dragged it some distance 
up tlje hill. lie then halted to take breath, but did not 
expose a broadside, and in a quarter of a minute he 
again laid bold of the wildebeest and dragged it about 
twelve yards farther towards the cover, when he again 
raised his noble head and halted to take breath. 

I had not an instant to lose ; he stood with his right 
side exposed to me in a very slanting {josition ; I stretched 
my left arm across the grass, and, taking him rather law, 
I fired : tlie ball took effect, and the lion sank to the 
shot. All was still as death for many seconds, when he 
uttered a deep growl, and slowly gaining his feet he 
limped toward the cover, roaring luoumfully as he went. 
When he got into the thorny bushes he stumbled 
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through tliem as he moved along, and in half a minute 
I heard him halt and growl fearfully, a* if dying. 
I had now every reason to believe that he was either 
dead or would die immediately, and if I did not seek 
him till the morning I knew very well that the 
hyienas and jackals would destroy him, I accordingly 
went up to camp, and, having saddled two horses. 1 and 
Martin rode to si'ck him, taking nil the dogs, led in 
strings by the natives. On reaching ihc carcase of the 
wildebeest we slipped the dogs, and they went off after 
the liysnas and jackals : we listened in vain for the deep 
growl of the lion, but I was persuaded that he was dead, 
and rode forward to the spot where I had last heard him 
grovil. Lassie, now coming up, commenced barking at a 
bush in front of me, and, riding round, I had Ihe immense 
satisfaction to iH'hold the most magnificent old black- 
maned lion stretched out before me. 

The ball had entered his belly a little before the flank 
and traversed the length and breadth of his body, crip- 
pling him in the opposite shoulder. No description could 
give a correct idea of the surpassing beauty of this most 
majestic animal, as he lay still warm before me. I lighted 
a fire and gazed with delight upon his lovely mane, his 
massive arms, hi? sharp yellow nails, his hard and terrible 
head, his immense ind powerful teeth, his perfect Ijcauty 
and symmetry throughout ; and I felt that I had won the 
noblest prize that this wide world could yield to a sports 
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uiaii. Haviog about fifteen natives with me, I sent for 
rheims and tlie Icchter-uit, and wc bore tin; lion to camp. 

On my way from tbe watur to get the horSL'S and dogs, 
I ithot an extrt'mely ohi bnll black rhinoceros with a 
single ball : he dro[>ped to the shnt- His horns "■ere 
quite worn down and amalgainaleti, resembling the stump 
of an old oak-tree. 

On the afternoon of the 4th I deepened my hole and 
watched the water. As the sun wont down two graceful 
springboks and a herd of pallah came and drank, 
when I shot the best pallah in the troop. At night I 
watchetl the water with Kleinboy : very soon a cow 
black rhinoceros came and drank, and got off for the 
present with two balls in her. A little afterwards two 
black rhinoceroses and two white ones came to the water- 
side. We both fired together at the finest of the two 
black rhinoceroses; fihc ran three hundred yards, and fell 
dead. Soon ader this the other black rhinoceros came 
up again and stood at the water-side ; I gave her one 
ball after the shoulder ; she ran a hundred yards and 
fell dead. In half an hour a third old borele appeared, 
and, having inspected the two dead ones, he came up to 
the water-side. We fired together; lie ran two hundred 
yards and fell dead. I felt satisfied wiih our success 
and gave it up for the night. 

By the following evening the natives had cleared 
away the greater part of two of the rhinoceroses which 
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lay right id the way of the game approacliing the water ; 
I, however, eiiforceti their leaving the third rhinoceros, 
which had fallen on the bare rising ground, almost oppo- 
site to my hiding-place, in the hope of attracting a lion, 
as I intended to watch the water at night Soon after 
the twilight had died away, I went dovrn to niy hole with 
Kleinboy and two natives, who lay concealed in another 
hole, with Wolf and Boxer ready to slip, in the event of 
wounding a lion 

On reaching the water I looked towards the carcase of 
the rhinoceros, and, to my astonishment, I beheld the 
ground alive vrith large creatures, as though a troop of 
zebras were approaching the fountain to drink. Klein- 
boy remarked to me that a troop of zebras were standing 
on the height. I aiawered, " Yes ;" but I knew very 
well that zebras would not be capering around the car- 
case of a rhinoceros. I quickly arranged my blankets, 
pillow, and guns in the hole, and then lay down to feast 
my eyes on the intereBting sight before me. It was 
bright moonlight, as clear as I need wish, and within 
one night of being full moon. There were six large 
lions, about twelve or fifteen byxnas, and from twenty to 
thirty jackals, feasting on and around the carcflses of 
the throe rhinoceroses. The lions feasted peacefully, 
but the hyienas and jackals fought over every moutliful, 
and chased one another round and round the carcases, 
growling, laughing, screeching, chattering, and howling 
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without any intermission. Tlie hy^Dtias did not seem afraid 
of the Hone, altliougli tbey iilwaju gave way Wfore ihrm ; 
for I observed thai they followed them iu the moat disro- 
spectfiil manner, and stood laughing, one or two on either 
Bide, when any lions came after their comrades to examine 
piecea of skin or hones which they were dragging away. 
I had lain watching this banquet for about three hours, 
in the strong hope that, when the lions had feasted, Ihey 
would come aud driok. Two black and two white 
rhinoceroBes had made their appearance, Itut, scared by 
the smell of the blood, they had made oft". 

At length the lions seemed satisfied. They all walked 
about witli tlicir bends up, and seemed to be thinking 
about the water ; and in two minutes one of them turned 
his fae« towards me, aud came on ; he was immediately 
followed by a second lion, and in half a minute by the 
remaining four. It was a decided and general move, 
thoy were all coming to drink right bang in my fac«, 
within fifteen yards of me. 

I charged the unfortunate, pale, and punting Klcinboy 
to convert himself into a stone, and knowing, from old 
spoor, exactly where they would drink, I cocked my left 
barrel, and placed myself and gun in position. The six 
lions came steadily on along the stony ridge, until within 
uxty yards of me, when they liolted for a minute to 
reconnoitre. One of them stretched out his massive 
arms on the rock and lay down ; the others then came 
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on. and he rose and broiight up the rear. Tliey walked, 
as 1 had anticipated, to the old drink ing-place, iind three 
of them had put down their heads and were lapping the 
water loudly, when Kleinboy thought it ncce*fary to 
ehuvi! up his ugly head. I turued my head «luwly to 
rehuke him, and again turning to the lions I found 
myself discovered. 

An old liuoes^ who seemed to lake the lead, had de- 
tected me, and, with her head liigit anil her eyes fixed 
full upon me, she was coming slowly round the corner of 
the little vley to cultivate further my acquaintance ! 
Tliis unfortunate coincidence put a. stop at once to all 
further contemplation. I thought, in my haste, tliat it 
was perliapa most prudent to shoot this lioness, eapeeially 
as none of the others had noticed me. I accordingly 
moved my ami and covered her : she saw mc move and 
halted, exposing a full broadside. I fired ; the ball 
entered one slioulder and passed out behind the other. 
She hounded forward with repeated growls, and was fol- 
lowed by. her five comrades all enveloped in a cloud of 
dust ; nor did they stup until they had reached the cover 
behind me, except one old gentleman, who halted and 
looked back for a few seconds, when 1 tired, but Iho ball 
went high. I listened anxiously for some sound to denote 
the approaching end of tlie lioness ; nor listened in vain. I 
heard her growling and stationary, as if dying. In one 
minute her comrades crossed the vley a little below me, 
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and made towards the rhinnceroH. I then slipped Wolf and 
Boxer on her scent, and, following them into tlie cover, I 
found her I^ing dead within twenty yards of where the old 
lion had lain two nights hefore. Tliis was a line old lioness, 
with perfect teeth, and was certainly a noble prize ; hut 
I felt dissatisfied at not having rather shot a lion, which 
I bad most certainly done if my Hottentot had not 
destroyed my contemplation. 

On the 8th, as I and Kleinboy watched tlie under 
watijr about midnight, we heanl a black rhinoceros blow- 
ing beside the upper water. We very rashly walked 
up within about eighteen ynrds of him, willi no other 
shelter than a small bush. On perceiving us the borele 
at once turned his head to me and advanced slowly : 
Kleinboy, who wjis on my right and had a good chance, 
fortunately fired witliout crders, and the ball entered 
the shoulder with a fine direction. Borele then charged 
madly and furiously, through ti-ees and buslies, right 
towards camp, making the most tremendous blowing 
noise, and halting in a stony open flat close to the wag- 
gons : he stooil, and staggered alwut for a minute or two, 
and then fell. On coming up to him I found him a mag- 
nificent specimen, carrying three distinct horns. 

Aftur breakfast on the 10th, the oxen having drunk, 
we inspinucd and marched to Bootlouamy, whieh we 
reached at sunset. 

After a march of three liiiys, during whicb the cattle 
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and horees nearly died of thiret, we reached Moselukose, 
a retired fiuntain in a bold glen, or gorge, in the first 
mountain chain before us. As we approached this fine 
fountain, the poor, thirsty, loose cattle rushed ahead to 
the water, not a little gratified by the sight. 

I found the spoor of game abundant at the water ; 
accordingly I outspanned at a considerable dletitnce from 
it, and at once set about making a hole from which to 
shoot tiie game as they came up to drink. 

After breakfast on the 16th I rode to the water and again 
lay in my bole. There were large herds of game standing 
within a few hundred yards of me when I lay down, aud 
soon after tlie horses hud disappeared they came on from 
all sides and completely surrounded me. It was of no 
consequence that they got my wind, and frequent alarms 
were soiintled — the thirsty game to windward would not 
heed die alarm, and, standing their ground fearlessly, 
they gave the others confidence. There were standing 
within Hhot of me at once about three hundred pallahs, 
about twelve Bassaybys, and twenty zebras. I could only 
make out two very fair heads in all that vast herd of 
pallahs, and these wert> not to I« compared with my beat 
Soobie heads; I, therefore- amused myself by watching 
the game, and did not fire, having resolved to wait 
quietly, in tlie hope of some rarer game appearing, such 
as koodoo, sable antelope, or wild boar, &c. At length I 
Tved three shy, strange-looking antelopes approach 
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the water, with large bushy taiU and furry-looking red- 
dish-grey hair. They were three rhooze-rheeboka, a buck 
imd two does. I had never bL'fore heard that either of 
the rheeboks frequented tliese parts; being anxious to 
certify tliat this antelope did so, I shot the buck through 
the heart. 

The next day I again rode to the water and lay down, 
with large herds of pallahs, &c., in view : soon after the 
horses were gone they came in and surronndod me, the 
same as the day before. It was a fine show of game ; 
there wltc about two hundred pallahs, about fifty blue 
wildebeests, thirty zebras, and thirty saseaybya — all at 
once drinking and standing within easy shot of me. After 
watching them for a sliort time I selected a fine old cow 
blue wildebeest, and tired, when this vast l>ody of game 
thundered, panic-stricken, away on every side. As the 
dust cleared away the gnoo was to be seen standing alone. 
and in about ten minutes she staggered, fell, and died. 
Fifteen minutes afterwards two herds ofpallahs approaclied 
from different directions. I was overhauling them, when 
up came two tt.'aring wild boars and stood broadside before 
me, with their long tails stuck right up. I took the best 
behind the shoulder ; he ran off with lits comrade up a 
very ri)cky hill above the fountain, leaving the stones red 
in hie wake, and, feeling himself unable to proceed farther, 
he chained and staggered violently about the stones, and, 
at last, gave in, having broken both his uuder-tecth ; 
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lie also si^iienk'J violently when the struggles of death 
came over him. 

A singular circumstance occurred aa I watched the 
waters on the 20th. Having shot a sassayby, he im- 
meciiat«Iy commenced choking from the blood, and hie 
body began to swell in a most extraordinary manner ; it 
continued swelling, with tbc animal still alive, until it 
literally resembled a fisherman's float, when the sassayhy 
died of sufTocution. It was not only his body that swelled 
in this extraordinary nianuer, but even liis head and legs- 
down to his knees. 

The 21st was a bitter cold morning, with a strong 
wind from the south-west. I rode to ray hole at the 
fountain before the morning star a)jpeared. Sliortly, 
becoming impatient of lying sliil. I rose from my bole to 
examine what game had drunk during the inglit, and, to 
my astonishment, I at onw discoiercd the spoor of a 
mighty bull e]e])hant, which must have drunk there not 
many hours before. I went in haste to camp, and, 
having made all ready for a three-days' trip, I took 
up the spoor with two after-riders and six natives. It 
led us in an easterly course— first, through a iietk in the 
mountains, and then skirting them for about five miles 
through thick cover and over hard adamantine rocks and 
sharp stones. Th ■ elephant had fed as he went along, 
and we soon came up with him standing in a thicket. 
When wg first caught sight of him he was within twenty 
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yards of US, a lia-liy tree nearly concealing lum from 
our view. I first observed one of his tusks, and then 
I had to desjiatch Kleinboy to catch tlie cowardly na- 
tives, who were making off at top speed with my dogs 
on strings. The dogs fought well with him : it was very 
rocky ground, and I gave him one deadly shot before he 
was aware of our presence. I then hunted him into 
softer ground and slew liiin with the tenth ahot 

This fellow made up my fiftieth elephant bagged in 
Africa ; not to mention numbers lost. 

On our way to camp, while following an old esta- 
blished elephant and rhinoceros footpath, I observed a 
grey mass beneath a bush, with something which looked 
like a shining black horn stuck out on one side ; it 
was within about eighteen yards of our path. M'hen I 
got alongside of it I saw that it was a princely old bull 
buSalo, with a very remarkably fine head. He had Iain 
his head flat on the ground and was crouching, in the 
hope that we ehould ride past without observing him, 
just as an old stag or a roebuck does in Scotland. I 
gave the dogs the signal of the presence of game, when, 
as dogs invariably will do, they dashed off in the wrong 
direction. The buffalo sprang to his feet, and in one 
instant lie was lost in the thicket. 

From the quantity of buflalo'a spoor on the north side 
of this mountain range, I made up my mind that there 
must be some i>trong water ou that side of the hills, as 

VOL. II. o 
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only one or two buf^loes occafiionally came to drink at 
the fountam where I was encamped ; the natives all 
declared that there was oone. I, however, on the 22nd, 
determined to ride thither to explore, and accordingly 
Blarted wiUi Kleinboy and the Bushman. We held first 
about west, and then crossed the mountains by a succes- 
sion of very rocky valleys and ravines. \VTien we had 
gained the highest part of the rock, which opened to us 
the forests to the north, a troop of seven doe koodoos 
and three rhoozc-rheeboks started on tlie opposite side of 
the ravine. The dugs, observing tlie koodoos, gave imme- 
diate cbase ; and after a very fine and bold course they 
brought one to bay far in the valley below, which Klein- 
boy shot. 

I had, in the mean time, ridden ahead, following an 
old established game footpath, and after proceeding two 
or three miles I had the satisfaction to discover a beau- 
tiful fountain in u deep rocky ravine on the north side of 
the mountains. Here was fresh spoor of black and white 
rhinoceros, butl'alo, wildebeest, sassayby, koodoo, klip- 
springer, &c. A little after this I was met by my aftei^ 
riders, who had likewise discovered a ravine contaimng 
water a little to tlie east. There tliey bad started two 
bull butfalocs, three buck koodoos, and a troop of rhee- 
bok. I then rode to inspect this water, and took up the 
spoor of the bufialocs, in the hope of bringing them to 
bay with the doga. I held up the hollow on their spoor, 




and presently observed one of lliem standing among some 
trees to my left. Tlie doga were snuffing about close 
under his nose ; nevertheless tbey failed to observe hiui, 
but set off at top speed on some other scent ; nor did 
tliey return for about ten minutes. The buflklo did not 
seem startled by tlie dogs, but wulkcd slowly over the 
rocky ridge, I was following briskly after him, when I 
observed his comrade lying right in our path ; we 
Kjuatted instantly, but be got our wind and was off. I 
followed, and got a shot across the ravine, wounding him 
behind the shoulder. When the dogs came up I tried 
to put them ou tliis spoor, but they dashed up the ravine 
and started three other buffaloes, wliich they failed in 
bringing to bay, nor did I again see the dogs till I liad 
been two hours in camp. I nearly killed myself by running 
;.fter them, for I was on foot, the ground being too bad 
for tlie horses. 

On reaching the steeds I rode hard for camp, as the day 
was fiir spent. Pasang the mouth of anotJier bold ravine, 
we crossed very well-beaten patlis, wliich led me to 
suspect that this ravine also contained a fountain. We 
had ridden about !ialf-way to camp when a fine old bull 
eland came charging up to leeward, having got our wind. 
I sprang from the back of Mazeppa, and gave him both 
barrels as he passed me. We then gave him chase 
through very thick cover, and after a sharp burst of about 
a mile I shot him from the saddle : he carried a very fine 
o2 
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bead, und vrns, natwithstaii<ling the lateness of the season, 
in very good ciiuditiou. 

On the 23rd, in the forenoon, I rode to explore the 
suspected rarinc of the day before, and having crossed 
the mountain chain I came upon the fresh spoor of a very 
large troop of cow elephants leading towards the spot. 1 
at once determined to follow it, and despatched the 
Bushman to camp for the dog* and Kleinboy'a gun, &c. 
I rode slowly ahead on the spoor, imagining the elephants 
at a great distance, when, on gaining a ridge, I came 
full upon the tro<^ drawn up witliin twenty-five yards 
of me. There were perhaps from twenty-five to thirty 
of them. Tha instant I came upon them they got 
my wind, and, rumbling, away they went in three divi- 
sions into the impenetrable cover. 

The ground that I had now reached was one solid 
ma^ of sharp adamantine blocks of rock, so that a horse 
could with difficulty walk on it. I held along the ridge 
above the cover, and in half a minute I heard one divi- 
eioa of the elephants crashing through the cover after 
me. They came on a little above me, and anotlier troop 
held tlic same course a little before me, so that I had 
considerable difficulty in getting clear of them, and when 
I did I held for the level ground beneath the dense 
cover. Here I fell in with one elephant with a calf: she 
had only one tooth. I gave her a shot after the shoulder ; 
and next minute, while trying to head her in the dense 
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cover, she very nearly ran me down in her charge, I of 
i^ourae lost her immediately, being without dogs. 

I then gave up the elephants in vexation with the 
ground, and rode to explore the ravine. My wounded 
elephant, however, happened to take the same eourse 
above me in the cover, and I once more fell in with her. 
She wna going slowly along the hill-sides, keeping in the 
thickest cover, with a rocky ground, where my horse 
would be of no service to me. I might now have got her, 
but as she had only one tooth 1 was not anxious about 
her, so I held up the bold ravine. 

Here, as I expected, I found a strong fonntaio in a 
solid rocky basin not more than ten feet wide : it was a 
very interesting spot, approachable by three different 
rugged passes, the aides of which were furrowed by broad 
footpaths established there through ages. .The large 
stones and masses of rock were cither kicked to the side 
or packed into a level " like a pavement ;" even the solid 
adamantine rock was worn hollow by the feet of the 
mighty game which most probably for a thousand years 
had passed over it. Here I found fresh spoor of most 
of the larger game, and, resolving to play havoek by 
light of the coming moon, I left the glen and rode for 
camp. 

On the 25th, aftt;r breakfast, I started with bedding 
and provisions to hunt for a few days on the other side of 
the hills. We visited the first water and established a 



place of concealment with rocks and green boughs on 
the rack. While wc were making this hothy a wild boar 
bove in view, but, observing us, lio escaped. We tlien held 
on to the ferther ravine, and on my way thither I nearly 
rode down a fine old bastard gcmsbok, whieh got away 
among the rocks. I repaired an old hiding-hole at this 
water, building it up with fragmpnts of rock. I then sent 
the steefls to a proper distance, put out my fire, and lay 
down to watch for the night. 

First came a pallah, closely followed by a wild dog. 
The pallah escaped, the wild dog presently returned, and 
obs'i'ving my retreating men he barked loudly ; ton 
minutes after, about eight wild dogs came up the glen and 
drank. Night now set in, and the moonlight very faint. 
Presently an occasional loud displacement of rock and 
stone announced the approach of large game : it was two 
old bull bi^lTuIoea ; they camo and drank, and wentaway 
without approaching within shot. Soon after fourteen 
buffaloes came ; btit before tliese had Gnished drinking 
tliey got an alarm and charged panic-stricken up the 
rugged mountain side. Tlicy had winded two lions, 
which came up to tljc fountain-head, and drank within 
eighteen yards of me, where they lay lapping loudly and 
occasionally halting for four or five minutes;, but, from 
their light colour and the masses of rock that surrounded 
them. I could not sec to fire. About ten minutes after 
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they had drunk I fancied that they were s6U lingering, 
and on throwing a stone their step was heard retreating 
among the dry leaves and stones. 

Soon after this six old bull buffaloes approached from 
a glen behind us : they walked very slowly, standing long 
to listen. When the leader came up within twenty yards 
of U8, Kleinboy and I fired together ; it ran thirty yards 
and in two minutes fell. His comrades, after considering 
the matter for five minutes, came on once more : we again 
took tho loader, and he also dropped. His comrades, aa 
before, retreated, but soon returning we wounded a third, 
wbich we (lid not get. Tlic moon was now under and it was 
very dark ; the buffaloes however were determined to try 
it on oni.'c more, and coming up a fourth and last time we 
shot another old bull. In about ten minutes lions were 
very busy on the carcase of the first buffalo, where they 
feasted till morning, taking another drink before they 
went away. Towards daybreak we wounded a white 
rhinoceros, and soon after two black rhinoceroses fought 
beside us, but I was too sleepy to rise. 

On the 26th I rose at earliest dawn to inspect the 
heads of the three old buffaloes ; they were all enormous 
old bulls, and one of them carried a most splendid head. 
The lions had cleaned out all his entrails : their spoor 
was immense. Having taken some buffalo breast and 
liver for breakfast, I despatched Ruyter to the waggons 
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to call the natives to remove the carcases, whilst I and 
Kieinboy held through the hills to sec wliat game might 
be in the next gleu which contained water. On our way 
thither wc started a fine old buck koodoo, which I shot, 
putting both barrels into him at one hundred yards. As 
I was examitiing the spoor of the game by the fountain 
I suddenly dt^tectcd an enormous old rock-snake stealing 
in beneath a mass of rock beside me. He was truly an 
enormous snake, and, having never before dealt with this 
species of game, I did not exactly know how lo set about 
capturing him. Being very anxious to preserve his skin 
entire, and not wishing to have recourse to my rifle, I 
cut a stout and tough stick about eight feet long, and 
having lightened myself of my shooting-belt I commenced 
the attack. Seizing him by the tail I tried to get him 
out of his place of refuge ; but I hauled in vain, he only 
drew his largo folds finner together ; I could not move 
htm. At length I got a rheim round one of his foUls about 
the middle of his body, and Kieinboy and I commenced 
hauling away in good earnest. 

The snake, finding the ground too hot for him, re- 
laxed his coils, and, suddenly bringing round his bead tn 
the front, he sprang out at us like an arrow, with his 
immense and hideous mouth opened to its largest dimen- 
sions, and before I could get out of his way he was clean 
out of his hole, and made a secoud spring, throwing him- 
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self forward about eight or ten feet and snapping his 
horrid fangs within a foot of ray naked legs. I sprang 
out of Ilia ,v,iy, and getting a hold of the green bough I 
had cut I rctiimed to the charge. The snake now glided 
"long at to;> apofd: he knew the ground well, and wae 
making for a mass of broken rocks where he woidd have 
been beyond iny reach, but before he could gain ihia 
place of refuge I caught him two or three tremendous 
whacks on the head. He however held on, and gained a 
pool of muddy water, which he was rapidly crossing when 
I again belaboured him, and at length reduced his pace 
to a stand. We then hanged him by the neck to a bough 
of a tree, and in about fifteen minutes he seemed dead, 
but he again became very troublesome during the opera- 
tion of skinning, twisting his body in all manner of 
ways. This serpent measured fourteen feet. 

At night no game visited the wafer, being scared by 
the strong smell of the carrion. Lions however wore 
so numerous that we deemed it safe to shift a position 
we had taken down the glen, for they trotted past 
within twenty yards of us, growling fearfully. Wc fired 
off the big gun t« scare them for the moment while we 
shifted to our baggage at the fountain-head, where we 
instantly lighted a large fire. The lions, for a short time 
after thin, kept quiet, when they again returned, and the 
fire being low they soon commenced upon the hufiklo the 
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natives liad lcf( within fifty yards of us, and before morn- 
ing two of them came iiji and looki^d into our botln, 
nliea Boser giving a sliarp bark, and I suddenly nwiikinfi 
jtnd popping up my head, they bouridcd off. 

In llie evening of the 28th I shot an old bull koodoo. 
At night I watched ttie water near my camp with Klein- 
boy. After a long time had elapsed an enormous <dd bull 
mucbocho or white rhinoceros came slowly on, and com- 
menced drinking within fifteen yards of us, and next 
minute a large herd of zebras and blue wildebeest. It 
was long before the mucbocho would turn his side ; 
when he did, we fired together, and away he went with 
zebras and wildebeests concealed in a cloud of dust. 
Next came an old bull b()rele- ; we firod together, and he 
made off, blowing loudly, after charging round and round, 
seeking some object on which to wreak his vengcancu- 
Next came another boreic, and he got two bullets into his 
person. The fourth that came was another old bull 
mucbocho; he ran forty yards and fell. And fifth came 
a cow boreic ; she fell dead to the shots. Three other 
rhinoceroses came about me, but I was too drowsy to 
watch any longer, and fell asleep, 

These fountains afforded me excellent tliootiug for 
about a furtnigiit longer, during the whole of which time 
I watched nightly in my different hiding-holes, and 
bagged buffaloes, rhinoceros, koodoos, zebras, and other 
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game. One night, while so engaged, a horrid snake 
which Kleinboy had tried to kill with his loading-rod flew 
up at my eye, and spat poison into it. Immediately I 
washed it well out at the fountain. I endured great 
pain all night, but next day the eye came all right. 
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Siclicly'* Kfftnl Bgftin — The Ngntwuiii — Tlie loose Caltle wo 
loit — Chaso and kill it Waterbuck — A portion of the Cattle 
recovered — A Leopard Imyed by my Doga and slain — Buf- 
fitlo-shooting IwHide the Ngotwani — A Lion feeds on the Car- 
case — My Hone knocked down by the King of Brutes — Meet 
a grim Lion face to face at midnight ! — Ha sheera off — These 
Animala mipleasantly liold — An amusing Chase vrilh a Buf- 
falo — Interesting Stalk in rocky ground — Leave my Hunting- 
ground and encamp on the Vaal Hiver — Great Herds — In 
taking the Drift a, Waggon sticks fast in the middle of the River 
— Great fear of losing nil my Property — Rescue of the Wag- 
gon — Colesberg — A Farmer's Waggon capsized in the Fish 
River — Visit Stiydom's farm and fmd it desolate — Arrival at 
Orahanutown. 



Ow the 16th of October we inspsnnod, and trekked 
steadily on for Sicli'.'ly under a most terrific sun, and 
halted at sundown without water: the country was 
covered with spoor of all the larger varieties of game, 
including elephants. 

On the 17th I inapanned, and trekked a couple of 
miles, when I found myself once more on the lianks of 
the Ngotwnni, which, except at its source, was this year 
generally dried up ; we however found a spot in its gra- 
Tolly hcd where, by digging, we obtained sufficient water 
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for all. The natives in charge of the loose cattle cliose 
to remain behind all night, I having too well supplied 
tliem with flesh. Though my remaining sliid of six horses 
and twelve trek-osec were tlim absent all oight, I was 
not anxious about them, trusting to the usual good herd- 
ing of the natives. When, however, they came up after 
breakfast, they were minus all the loose oxen, without 
being able to give any account of them, further than 
that they in:iag!ned that they were with us : I accordingly 
despatched two of my men on horseback to take up their 
spoor. 

On the 18th I arose before it was clear, and rode up 
the banks of the river with my dogs to seek for water- 
bnck, and presently arrived where anotber considerable 
river's bed joins the Ngotwani. Near this spot I came 
upon an old waterbuck, the first I had ever seen. He 
was standing among some young thorn-trees, within 
sixty yards, and had his eye full upon me. Before I 
could pull up my borse he was off at a rapid pace, 
and crossed the river's bed above me, I shouted to 
the dogs, and fired a shot to encourage them ; they 
had a pretty fair start, and in half a minute the buck 
disappeared over a rocky ridge, with three or four of my 
best dogs within thirty yiirdc of bis stem. I knew 
that he would make for the nearest water ; accordingly I 
kept my eye down the river, and listened with an atten- 
tive ear for tlie baying of the dogs. Presently tie noble 
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buck appeared ascending a rocky pyramidal hill down 
the river side, with the ngility of a clianiois, and only 
one dog. Boxer, my best, at his heels. I then galloped 
down the river side at top siieed to meet him, hut wa* 
too lute : I however fired a long sliot to encourage 
Boxer. Next moment, in ascending the opposite hank 
of the Ngotwani, my liorse fell and rolled down the hank 
very nearly on the top of me. One of the barrels of my 
favourite ball gun was thereby stove, by coming in violent 
contact with a piece of rock. Jock, on gaining bis legs, 
declined being caught, and made off for camp, followed 
by my after-rider : Alert at this moment came up to me, 
having eight or ten inches of the skin of bis breast and 
forearm ripped clean up by the waterbnck. 1 now fan- 
cied that I had lost him, but a little after I heanl Boxer's 
voice coming down the river aide with the buck, having 
once more turned him. I ran up the bank of the Ngot- 
wani at my best pace to meet them, and found the watei-- 
buck at hay in a deep puol of water, surrounded hy high 
bankj of granite rock, Ue would not stand at bay, but 
swam through tlie deep water and broke bay on the oppo- 
site side. Boxer, however, held on and followed him up 
the river, and once more turned him to this pool, I met 
them coming down the watercourse, and Bent a hall into 
the buck's throat, which made blood flow freely from bis 
mouth. Ue held stoutly on, however, and plunged into 
the deep pool, there standing at bay under a granite 
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I rock. I then headed him, aod frnm above put a bullet 

I between his two shoulder-blades, which dropped him 

I dead on the spot. He died as a waterbuck ought, in 

I the deep water. Jfy sueccss willi this noble and very 

I beautiful antelope gave me most sincere pleasure. 

I I had now shot noble specimens of every sort of game 

! in Suuth Africa, excepting a few Email bucks common in 

the colony, and the hippopotamus. Having contemplated 
the waterbuck for some time, I cut off lus handsome 
head, which I bore to camp in triumph. The next day 
I succeeded in bringing down another fine waterbuck 
after a hot cliase. 

On the 19tli Kleinboy returned without the lost oxen : 
the natives said that they had been found by Bakalalari, 
and were driven to Sichely. Next day the half of them 
were sent by the chief, with a message that no more 
had been found, but that spoor had been seen. 

On the morning of the 22nd I rode into camp, after 
unauccessfnlly following the spoor of a herd of elephants 
for two days in a westerly course. Having partaken of 
some refreshment, I saddled up two steeds and rode 
down the bauk of Ngotwani with the Bushman, to seek 
for any game I might find. After riding about a mile 
along the river's green bank I came suddenly upon an 
old male leopard, lying under the shade of a thorn grove, 
and panting from the great heal. Although I was within 
uxty yards of him he had not heard the horses' tread. I 
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thought he vas a lioness, and, dismounting, took a rest in 
my saddle on the old grey, n nd sent a bullet into him. He 
sprang to his feet and ran half way down the river's bank 
and stood to look about him, when I sent a Gccond bullet 
into his person, and be disappeared over the bank. The 
ground being very dangerous, I did not disturb him by fol- 
lowing then, but I at once scut Ruyter back to camp for the 
dogs. Presently he returned with AVolf and Boxer, very 
much done up with the sun, I rode forward, and on look- 
ing over the bank the leopard started up ;tnd sreaked nO" 
alongside of the tall reeds and was instantly out of sight 
I fired a random shot from the saddle to encourage the 
dogs, and shouted to them ; they however stood looking 
stupidly round and would not take up his scent at all. 
I led them over his spoor again and again, but to no 
purpose ; the dogs seemed quite stupid, and yet they 
were Wolf and Boxer, my two best. 

At length I gave it up as a lost affair, and was riding 
down the river's bank when I heard Wolf give tongue 
behind me, and, galloping back, I found him at hay with 
the leopard, immediately beneath where I had fired at 
him: he was very severely wounded, and had slipped 
down into the river's bed and doubled back, whereby he 
had thrown out both the dogs and myself. As I ap- 
proached he flew out upon Wolf and knocked him over, 
and then, running up the bed of the river, ho took shelter 
in a thick bush : Wolf, however, followed him, and at 
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this moment my other dogs came up, having heard the 
shot, and bayed hira fiercely. lie sprang out upon them 
and then crossed the river's bed, taking shelter beneath 
some large tangled roots on the opposite bank. As he 
crossed the river I put a third bullet into him, firing from 
the saddle, and as soon as he came to bay I gave him a 
fourth, which finished him. This leopard was a very fine 
old male : in the conflict the unfortunate Alert was 
wounded, as usual, getting his face torn open ; he was 
still going on three legs, with all his breast laid bare by 
the first waterbuck. 

In the evening I directed my Hottentots to watch a 
fine pool in the river, and do their best while I rode to 
a distant pool several miles up the Ngotwani, reported 
as very good for game, to lie all night and watch : my 
Totties, however, fearing " Tao," <lisobeyed me. On 
reaching the water I was bound for, I found it very pro- 
mising, and, having fastened my two horses to a tree 
beneath the river's bank, I prepared a place of conceal- 
ment close by and lay down for the night. 

The river's banks on each sifle were clad with groves 
o." shady thorn-trees. After I had lain some time, 
squadrona of buffaloes were heard coming on, until the 
shady grove on the east bank of the water immediately 
above me was alive with them. After some time the 
leaders ventured down the river's bank to drink, and this 
was the signal for a general rush into the large pool of 
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water: tliey crime on like a regiment of cavalry at ;i 
gallop, making a miglity din and obscuring thp air wild 
a dense cloud of dust. At Icngih I Bcnt a ball )nt>> 
one of them, when the most treniendons rush followed 
up tho bank, where they all stood still, listening atten- 
tively, I knew that the buffalo was severely wounded, 
but I did not hear liim ffilt. Some time after I fired at 
a second, as they stood on the bank above me ; thi^ 
buffalo was also hard hit, but did not tlien fall. A little 
after I fired at a third on the aiime spot ; he ran forty 
yards, and falling groaned fearfully : this at once brought 
on a miinber of the others to butt their dying comrade, 
according to their benevolent custom. I then crept in 
towards them, and, firing my fourth shot, a second buffalo 
ran forward a few yards, and falling groaned as the last ; 
her comrades, coming up, served her in the same manner. 
A second time I crept in, and, firing a fifth shot, a third 
buffiilo ran forward and fell close to her dying comrades : 
in a few minutes all the other buffaloes made off, and the 
sound of teeth tearing at the flesh was heard immediately. 
I fancied it was the hytPnas, and fired a shot to scare 
them from the flesh. All was still ; and, being an:(iouB 
to inspect the heads of the bnSaloes, I went boldly 
forward, taking the native who accompanied me along 
with me. We were within about five yards of the nearest 
biiHBlo, when I observed a yellow mass lying alongside of 
him, and at the same instant a lion gave a deep growl. 
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I thought it waa all over with me. The native shoutt-ii 
" Tao," and, springing away, instantly commeiifed blow- 
ing shrilly through a charmed piece of bone whieh he 
wore on his necklace. I retreated to the native ; and we 
then knelt down. The lion continued his meal, tear- 
ing away at the buffalo, and growling at lus wife and 
fiimily, whom I found nt-xt ilaj by the spoor had accom- 
panied him. Knowing that he would not molest me if I 
left liim alone, I proposed to the native to go to our hole 
and lie down, but he would not hoar of it, and entreated 
me to fire at tlie lion. I lired three different ahots 
where I thought I aiw him, but without any effect ; he 
would not so much as for a moment cease munching my 
buffalo. I then proceeded to lie down, and was soon 
asleep, the native keeping watch over our destinies. 
Some time after midnight other lions were heard coming 
on from other airts, and my old fHond commenced roaring 
so loudly that the native thought it proper to awake 



The first old lion now wanted to drink, and held right 
away for the two unfortunate steeds, roaring terribly. I 
felt rather alai-med for their safety ; but, (rusting that th{> 
Hon had had flesh enough for one niglit, I lay still, and 
Itsiencd with an attentive car. In a few minutes, to my 
utter horror, I heard him spring ujwn one of the steeds 
with an angry growl, and dash him to the earth ; the 
steeil gave a slight groan, and all was still. I listened to 
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hear the sound of teeth, but al! continued still. Soon 
after this "Tao" was once more to be beard munching 
the buffalo. In a few minutes he came forward, and stood 
on the bank eloae above us, and roared most terribly, 
walking up and down, as if meditating some mischief. 
I now thought it high time to make a fire, and, quickly 
collecting some dry reeds and little sticks, in half a 
minute we had a cheerful blaze. The lion, which bad 
not yet got our wind, came forward at once, to find out 
what the deuce was up : but, not seeing to his entire 
satisfaction from the top of the hank, he was proceeding 
to descend by a game-path into the river-bed within a 
few yards of ua. I happened at the very moment to go 
to this spot to fetch more wood, and, being entirely con- 
cealed from the hon's view above by the intervening high 
reeds, we actually met face tn face ! 

The first notice I got was his sudden spring to one ride, 
accompanied by rfpoated angry growls, whilst I involun- 
tarily made a convulsive spring backwards, at the same 
time giving a fearful shriek, such as I never before re- 
raemlwr uttering. I fancied just as he growled that he was 
coming upon me. We now heaped on more wood, and 
kept up a very strong fire until the day dawned, the lions 
feasting beside us all the time, notwithstanding the re- 
monstrances of the little native, who, with a true Bechuana 
spirit, lamenting the loss of so much good flesh, kept con- 
tinually shouting and pelting them with flaming brands. 




INTERVIEW WITH 

The next morning, wlien it was clear, I arose and 
inspected the buffaloes. The three that had fallen were 
fine old cows, and two of thcni were i)artly consumed 
by the lions. The ground all around was packed flat with 
their spoor ; one particular Gpoor was ncarl)' as targe as 
that of a borele- I then proceeded to inspect the steeds : 
the sand around them was also covered with the lion's 
Bpoor. He had sprung upon the Old Grey, but had done 
faim no farther injury than scratching his back through the 
skin : perhaps the lion had been scared by the rheims, or, on 
disoover'mg his spare condition, had preferred the buffalo. 

On the 24th we marched at dawn of day, and held up 
the Ngotwani, halting at the fine large pool of water 
where I had shot the three cow buffaloes two nights 
preriously. I had left Ruyter and some natives to look 
after my flesh, and these reported Hons to have sur- 
rotmded them all night, coming boldly up within a few 
yards of them, and only retreating when burning brands 
were sent flying at their heads. 

The 26th was a cool cloudy morning, and lookud like 
much rain. I was in the saddle long before the sun 
rose, and rode down the river to seek watcrhuck, accom- 
panied by all my dogs. I had not riddeu far when the 
dogs dashed up the wind, and started a large herd of 
cow buffaloes, to which I gave chase. Tliey led me a. 
long gallop right round camp, and ended by taking down 
wind up the Ngotwani, and sought shelter in the thorny 
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thickets along its banks. Here, as a troop of tliem 
charged past me, I dismounted and ehot ooc fine old 
eow; she brought up in a thicket, but took twi more 
balls before she fell. 

The dogs were now coursing up and down the river's 
bank after an old cow, with her two calves of tliia and 
last year. At length all three took hito a dceji pool 
some hundred yards long, ami swam up and dunii and 
from aide to side, followed by all the dogs. I wounded 
the old cow, but would not finisli her then, and I next 
shot the two calves, one of which sank to the bottom, but 
i>oon after floated. I then came hijrae to iny camp for 
lUc natives to draw the flesh. Returning, we fnund the 
old cow still tberc, but standing in deep muddy water. 
Sbc carried a very fine head, but, unfurtunatHj, a bullet 
had splintered the point of one of the horns. While 
we were cutting up the veai the old cow came to 
[he side, and got away. I came shortly afterwards, 
however, uj>on a very fine old cow buffalo, newly killed 
by a lion, and was astonished to find that it was my 
friend of the morning, with tho splintered horn. The 
lion, ever prowling about, lunl detceted her, and, after a 
long chase, hod knocked her over. She bore the most 
fearful marks of bis teeth on her throat, and all her back 
was marked by his terrible claws. I thought that there 
had been a long chase, us the buffalo was covered witit 
foam from the lion's moulh. 




Cair-XXin. 



&TAI.K1SG WA.TEBBCCK. 



Having Inspected the bu^o, 1 held uu up the baiik of 
the riier for a couple of mile^ — banks den^ly wooded — 
and I then toraed my face for home, banog had a good 
bathe, and been saluted bj a crocodile, who popped np 
his nose close beside me. I rode out a little distance 
from the river's bank, and presently came ujiou four 
waterbucks. The dogs at once gave chase, and broke 
a buck ^om the herd, which in one miuute was stand- 
ing at bay in tho river, when I galloped np, and, dis- 
mounting, I shot liim. Soon after this, while skirting 
fome rocky hills bordering on the river, I detected a very 
line old walerbuck standing high up on the summit of one 
of these. I stalked him in true Highland fashion ; and 
when within seventy yards I sent my right ball through 
bis shoulder. The buck bounded over tlie ridge, and 
was out of sight in a moment. On gaining the ridge, 
with my gun at tlie ready, I came once more within 
range, when 1 sent a second bullet through bis ribs. While 
following Ilia bloodj fepoor I heard groans on the bank a 
little above me, and, going forward, I found a noble 
waterbuck lying dying, with the blood streaming from his 
mouUi. When the life was gone I cut ofl' his head, which 
was borne to camp before my after-rider. 

Tlie moniing of the 27tli was extremely lint, but I 
nevertlieless resolved to pack up and march to Cliouaney. 
Accordingly, after much trouble and management in 
stowing away all my lumber, we got under way about 
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11 A.M., and reached Sichely's a. little after Himdowii. 
On the march one of my waggon's after-wheels rolled 
off, but, very fortunately, the ailetree escaped. I 
found Mr. Livingstone at his devotions, and he informed 
me that it was Sunday. 

The next day was deliciously cloudy, with some slight 
showers of rain. In the evening Sichely came down to 
see me, bringing my four lost oxen, which he had at length 
made up his mind to restore. Three of Sicliely's men 
engaged to accompany me to the colouy, tlieir wages to 
be three guns and two cows. 

I now proceeded slowly by way of Lotlokane, Motito, 
and Carapbelladorp, and encamped on the Vaal River on 
the 11th of November. Ilere I was obliged to wait for 
several days, owing to the great body of water coming 
down rendering a passage impojsible. 

On tlie 16th, however, the river having subsided, I 
inspanncd my two wagons, and took the drift with my 
heaviest waggon, drawn by fourteen oxen. I led the 
team on burseback, and, several Griquas assisting us, we 
took llie drift very high, and got a little more than half- 
way through when two of the oxen became entangled in 
the gear, and, being dragged along, my driver foolishly 
halted the waggon. Tlie result of this foolish manage- 
ment was, that the oxen instantly turned right-about-fecc, 
and stood with their heads up water, tlie stream b^g 
too powerful for them to stand still otherwise. We 
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qmt A friotlea iaarvlfwrfh 

r^it the oust, wUeb wm, i 
Icngtfa we were obS^d ■■ at aw:^ the uAtam, and grt 
the oxen aabon 
we inspanDed d 
dUtance above the iM 
and tried to fix the irektov oa tbe d 
thu we failed, At stRMi t m t j'm^ awaqr iht cattle b 
iliey made tbe mggaa. We had An to p «ifc«e a 
repeat the procaa. Li tbe next ill e i il the c 
brou^t too Dear the waggoo. aad, fft6af finl of k, we 
bad great diffcnltj id eatricatiag Aem. One ok re- 
iitaioed there fbr italT an hoqr IwWe we got Ua dear, 
the etroDg correat haUoMig his a^iMt llie 
We next got orer the oxen and tiektow of tbe i 
vuggoD, and made semal attempts with these, bttt with- 
out succeas. 

The day «aa now wanmg away, and both men and 
oxen were Terj much luMcked np. It waa most dLstreaa- 
ii^ work, and it was greatly aggravated by the cruel, 
sharp stones whieh composed the Tiver's bed, and the 
liruleni invisible doublegee-tlioms with which the banks 
were airewed. I began lo despair of getting the waggon 
out that day ; and ^m the appearance of tl:i' weather 
toward tbe ioiirce:^ of the river for some time past, we 
had erery reason to expect a flood at any moment. It wa» 
a dtsmal praqiect, and my heart was ill at ease. LAle in 
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till! (lay wf made loose my strong new buflalo trektow, 
and bent it on to the dissel-boom, and then, briagiiig 
in the oxen, we managed to fasten the tow on to this oik*. 
1 also placed several men on the wlieels. This time wo 
very nearly succeeded ; the waggon started and proceeded 
several yardB, when one of the tows gave way, and we 
were again left in the Inreh. Onee more we made the 
attempt, and again failed, the oxen becoming entangled 
with the gear. 'Vhe sun was now under, and, all hands 
Iwing most completely done up, we desisted for tl>e nighL 
My men came off to the waggon with three of my ateeds, 
and I rummaged out some flesh, meal, and coflee, with 
some sleeping toggery and cooking utensils ; we then left 
the desolate waggon, with great douhts of ever boarding 
it agatti. 

I could not help thinking of Kobineon Crusoe when he 
visited for the last time the wreck of his ship. I re«t«d 
bnt little that nigbt, and 1 had good reason to be 
•BiLious ; for if tlie river should come down at all, it 
would be impossible to do anything with the waggom 
uexl day, and I could not expect anj thing but to see 
a tearing flood. If this bad happened I should have been 
utterly mined, fiir nearly all my worldly property was 
eontained in the waggui. I sent a message to Mr. 
Hughes, requestiDg him to assist me in my troubles 
witli men and oxen nest day, altboogfa it wu tbc 
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I liad the gratificatiou to liiid at diijilanii tliat tiie 
river bad fallen a little during the iiiglit ; and I had just 
tiuiabed my brealtfast when four Griquas Liinn; up, beai-- 
iug a lung stout rope, which Mr. Hughes had forwarded 
for my use. These men int'urtued me that he had sent 
inen uut in difier«;ut directions to seek for three spans of 
Ilia oxeu to be brought to my assiatancc. Wc tlien set 
abuut getting the gear in order, and very soon two spans 
of the oxen appeared with another party of Griqiias. We 
next made fast one end of ihe rope to the dissel-booni, 
and to the otlier end uf this rope we fastened the large 
buffalo trcktuw, which reached j-lanting across the strong 
eurreut to shallower water where ibe oxen uould stand. 
Wa then brought in two span of oxen, and fastened the 
end of their tow on ibe buffalo, and put the oxen in 
motion. They laid a mighty strain on the long tow, and 
the waggon moved slightly, when a strong rheini, tliat 
with many turns fastened two of the trcktowif, gave way, 
aud left me once more in trouble. 

The river had at this moment increased about six 
indies, and was now stronger than on the preceding day ; 
moreover it was still increasing. This jmt me at once iu 
great consternation ; my hopes, winch a little before were 
very high, now sank, aud I espected in a few houi-R \Kr- 
haps to see my waggon overwhelmed and swept away. 
Tliis, however, was not the case ; the river did not increase 
much more, and in our second attempt we were successful. 
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Tile trektuwa Wi're on tliia occasion knotted togetlici-, 
ibe oxon all trekked fair and together, and the lieaviK - 
laden waggon, with its preciouii contents, was rescued from 
a watery grave, W'v hailed its rescue with continued 
(ilieers : the oxen held stoutly on, and dragged the waggon 
without a check right out to the shallow water on the 
border of the river. We tlien ehurtened the gear, and, 
having int>paniied two after-bull ucks, we drove tlic we^on 
right out of the river's bed and ontspanned on the top of 
ijie high bank. 

The next move was to get the other wnggoiis through. 
The Grii^uas at ^rA made some demur, saying that it wud 
Sunday ; but 1 very soon got rid of that objeetion, by 
telling thein that I woidd prepare some food and coffee 
for them, when they set to work with a good will, and in 
two hours more the other three waggons were brought 
safely through, and were high and dry. 

On the 8th we entered tltc village of Colesb<:rg. All 
the forenoon I was busy off-loading two of the waggons. 
We spread out the curioaitiea in the market-ground, 
making no cnci of a parade : it was Iruly a \cry remark- 
Able eight, and struck all beholders with astonishment. 

Oa the IStli I left Colesberg, and set out on my 
way to Graharostown ; passing on tlie 17th the Thebus 
flats. On the inarch I saddled up, and, leaving the wag- 
gons, I rode across country for Hendrick Strydom's farm, 
where I bad commenced my sporting career in South 
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Africa. As I rode across the flats I found springbok 
and black wildebeest still abundant. On reacbing tht- 
readenco of uiy former friend, I found tlic blackness of 
desolation pictured thure. The liouse was falling tii 
pieces, and tlic grass grew rank where the jiot was wont 
to buil. lu a melancholy mood I then turned my face for 
the farm where I had onlered my waggons to halt ; and, 
as I rode along, I mused on the fleeting and transient 
nature of all human condition. On the 25th I reached 
l-'ort Beaufort, «liere I dined witli some old aci]UaintanceB 
at the racBs of tbc 7tli. 

On the 29th we marched to the Fish River at dawn of 
day. Here I found about sixty waggons waiting the falling 
of the river to get through. Some of ns set to work to 
clear away a bank of mud on the opposite aide, after 
which a good many waggons, lightly laden, crossed the 
river; but on altempting to bring through my large 
waggon, she stuck fast, and was at K-ngth extricateii 
with the help of another span. We saved her just in 
time, for the river was increaamg fast when we got 
her out, and in another half-hour was running a rapid 
torrent, at least ten feet deep. I found several very 
jolly farmers, English and Scotch, lying on the opposilf 
fide ; In particular, one Annesley, of whom I had heard 
a great deal. This man was a regular " brick," a thorough 
Scotsman from the borders. lie came up to me at once, 
and asked nie to come and have a glass of whisky with 
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Iiini : he was accompanied by his family ; his eldest 
daughter was a very fine girl. 

By the 1st of February the liver liad fallen most 
rapidly. After some work in clearing nway the mud on 
both »deg, waggons began to cross, and a great rumpus 
wflg kept up during the remainder of the day. I got my 
second waggon througli about eleven a.m. Soon after ! 
had got througli gootl old Annosl^y took the drift, and on 
approaching the opposite side his waggon had the most 
fi-arful capsize in deep water, seriously damaging a 
quantity of very valuable property. In an instant wc 
were all at his assistance, and in a very short time we got 
nnt bis wife and family and damaged cargo and righted 
Ilia waggon for him, I brought him nrcr dry clothes, and 
spent about three hours in nssigting him in his difficulty. 
I then inspanned and trekked on to Bojilasherg, where 
I halted about midnight, with good moonlight. 

On the 2nd I marched into Graharastown, where I 
sold my ivory well, the ivory and ostriell-feather^ realising 
in the market somewhere about lOOO/, 




Slarl on anotber Elepliant-sliooling Expedition — The Hart Hivtr 

— Numercms pack of Wild Doga — MaLura, Cliief of the 
liatlapis — Humours Sf Wars — Tht Mcritsaao — Lotktkane 
— Encounter with two Liooh on tiio Uolojio — Cliouaney — 
A tremendous Fig] it with a Buffalo — The River Limpopo — 
Huge Crocodiles — A splimdid Hippopotamus falls to my lUHc 

— Immense Herds of Buffiiloes crossing the River — The 
Rerolomootlooqne Antelope unknown to Naturalists — A hcni 
of Hipjiopolami — Fine Sport beside the Hivcr, 



I REMAINED ill Grahamstuwn for some weeks, being un* 
decided as to my future plans. At last, however, I 
dedded upon making anotber elepliant-shooting expedi- 
tion. I accordingly started for tlie far interior on tlif 
lltll of Marcli, and, liaving resolved to try a sliort cul 
througl) the territories of the chief Mahura, I crossed the 
Vajil river on the 5th of May, far to tlie eastward of my 
former track. 

Karly on the 7th we entered upon the broad strath 
through which the Hart River flows. Here wo disco- 
vered a small fount^n, where wc halted for the night. 
We marclied early on the 8th, holding up the strath 
parallel with the Hart River. Presently we came upon 
tlie largest pack of wild dogs I had ever seen : there were 
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aljout forty of them. They went off very leisurely, and 
when my dogs chased them they turned about and 
showed fight. TVe were in mo^on most of the day ; very 
large herds of cattle were to be seen pasturing on all 
sides. 

On the 12th we marched before breakfast to within 
three miles of Mnhura. Having taken bi-f^akfaat, I rode 
ahead with Ruyter, and called OD#Ir. Ross, the resident 
missionary. We walked together to the town and visited 
Mahiira and his brother ; the expressions of neither of 
these men were at all in their favour. I told Mahura 
that I wanted an ox with very large horns, which he pro- 
mised to provide. He asked me if we were et ill at war 
with the Tarabookie tribes. He also mentioned tliat 
ten men of the Bastards had been shot by Mocheasc's 
naliTCB. Mr. Ross informed me that Mahura was at 
present meditating war upon a trihe to the north-east, 
iiiiii also that Moehuarra, the chief at Motito, meditated 
an attack upon Siehely. In the evening my waggons 
came up, when I directed ihem to draw up in u grove of 
cameel-dorn about a mih? beyond the town. 

The next day Mahura sent a party of men to inquire 
who had given me permission to outspan where I now 
stood, and ordering mc to inspan and rcmrn to the town. 
TliCBi' men were very insolent and overbearing in their 
manner. I accordingly at once assumed a very high 
tone, and eaidtbat, if Mahura was particular as to where 
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I oiitepanned, he ought to liavc t»1(l tnc so on the pre 
ceding evening ; that as to returning, I would on no 
account return ; and that if the chiefs heart was against 
me I would not wait to trade with him, but would at 
once proceed on my journey. I also told tlicm that 
Mnhura was not my chief, and that I cared not for his 
words, llicy then becamu still more insolent, and said 
that I should learn %)iat Mabui-a could do before sun- 
set, and tliey departed to report my words to their 
tyrannical chief. 

Mahura was i^itting in the missionary's house : accord- 
ingly I rode thither and arrived along with these men. 
On my words being reported, be was at first pxceedingly 
wroth, and said that in consequence of what I had said 
lie would not permit me to proceed through bis country. 
I only smiled at these threats j and he eventually cooled 
down, and took leave of ua apparently in good humour. 
In the evening lie returned and tonk tea with ^fr. Ross 
and myself, and then accompanied me to my camp ; lie 
rode on horseback in a large white great coat, accom- 
panied by his brother and two other mounted uttendantii. 
I showed him all my rifles, with which lie expressed 
himself much pleased = having drunk his fill of coffee, 
he took a friendly leave, promising to visit me early next 
day. 

True to his word, Mabura came and breakfasted willi 
me, after which I obtained six karoseea from him in barter 
u3 
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fiir ammunltjon. I tlien prcseDted him with a whipstick 
nnd two pounds of powdt^r, and valkcd down to the mis- 
sionary's house, ordering my men to inspan. Mahura 
promised to come thitlicr and take leave of me, but did 
not keep his word. About midday I marched, holding a 
Hpoor of three waggons eome months old, said to lead me 
into my old eour«! at Great Chooi. 

On tiie 20tli we reached the bank of the Meritsane, 
two mile* below my old spoor. On tlie march we enw 
for the first time spoor of the black rhinoceros, also 
pnllah and koodoo on the mountain, and hartebeests on 
(he open country. 

On the 22nd wo marched at early dawn, and, having 
proceeded about four miles, left the main road to Ba- 
katla, and held across-con ntry to our right for my old 
outapanning-placc at Lotlokane ; two hours more brought 
ut thither. I did not find the vast herds of game con- 
gregated here as usual, water being everywhere aboo- 
dant : the grass occr the whole country was remarkable, 
lieing much higher than ray oxen. 

On tlie 23rd, when within two miles of the Molopo, 
ihe dogs took up the Bcoiit of lions. I then halted my 
wiiggons, and, bavin;; saddled up two horses, I rode with 
Kuytcr in queit of them, accomjmuied by ten of my 
doge, who kept the scent for a short distance, and at laet 
lost it altogether, and went off on the scent of some 
hartebcest*. I now rode forward to Ihe Molopo, which I 
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made about one mile lower down than tbe drift. This 
darling little river ie here completely concealed by lofty 
reeds and long gra£s which densely clothe its margin to 
a distance of at least a. hundred yards. On each side 
rietbiiels were very abundant. On making the river 
wc started one of these. I rode up tbe river side, and 
immediately observed two old lions come slowly out 
from the adjoining cover and slant off toward the reeds. 
I galloped forward to endeavour tu get between them 
and the reeds; in this I succeeded. The lions, imagining 
that we were some species of game, did not attempt 
to retreat, but stood looking in wonder until I was 
within fifty yards of them, and right between tbe last 
lion and tlie reeds. I was struck with wonder and ad- 
miration at the majestic and truly awful appearance 
which these two noble old lions presented. 

Tliey were both very large ; the first, a " scbwart fore- 
life," or black-man ed lion, — the last, which was the finest 
and tbe oldest, a "uliiell fore-life," or yellow-raancd 
lion. The blaek-maned lion, after looking at me for half 
a minute, walked slowly forward and hounded into the 
feeds; tlie dark-brown lion would fain have done the 
same, hut I was now right between him and his retreat. 
lie seemed not at all to like my appearance, but be did not 
yet feel certain what I was, and, fancying that 1 had not 
observed him, he lay down Jn tbe loug grass. Ruyter 
now came up with my rifle. Having loaded in the saddle, 



136 ADVF-STUKES IS SOrTH AFRICA. CiiAr. KXIV. 

[ wailutl a mlunte for all mj dogs to come up, they having 
goDe off after the reitbuck, and I then rode slowly for- 
ward towards the lion as if to pass witliin twenty-five yards 
of him. Not one of the dogs was yet aware of the lioo, 
and they came on behind my hor^e. 

Thb move on my part lost me the lion, for by so doing 
I laid open the ground of i-etreat between him and the 
reeds j and ou coming within twenty or twenty-five yards 
uf hira, and whilst in the act of reining in my horse 
to fire, he took his eye off me, examined the ground le- 
twuen him and the reeds, and, seeing the coast clear, be 
suddenly hounded forward, and, before I could even dis- 
mount from my pfiuic-atricken steeii, was at the edge of the 
reeds, which lie entered with a lofty spring, making the 
water fly as he pitehed into it. Several of the dogs 
entered after him, hut immediately retreated, harking 
over their shoulders in great fear. Thus I lost this most 
noWe lion, which, with better management, I might 
easily have slmn. I ought to have jipproachcd hira on 
foot, leading my steed, and I ought not to have laid open 
the ground of retreat. 

On the 27th we trekked to Chouaney, which wo 
reached at sundown, and remained there to trade next 
day. I obtained fn.in Sichely two natives to accompany 
me to the Limpopo, their pay being a musket each. I got 
also from the chief twelve elephants' teeth, several very 
fine karoBSCs, native arras, and other curiosities. 
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About midday we marched, and slept near the Ngot- 
waiii, along whose hanks my course lay for the Limpopti. 
Tlie country through which the Ngotwani twines ia soft 
and sandy, and in general covered with dense thorny 
jungle which gi-eatly impeded our progress, having con- 
stantly to cut a passage before the waggons could ad- 
vance. Several lions oomnienced roaring around us soon 
after the sun went down. 

On the evening of the next day I had a gloriou* 
row with an old bull buffalo: he was the only large bull 
in a fine herd of cows. I found their spoor while walking 
ahead of the waggons, and, following it up, I came upon 
a part of the herd feeding quietly in a dense part of the 
forest I tired my first shot at a cow, which I woundeil. 
The other half of the herd then came up right in my face, 
within six yards of me. They would have trampled on mv 
if I had not sung out in their faces and turned them. I 
selected the old bull and sent a bullet into his shoulder. 
The herd then crashed along through the jungle to my 
right, but he at once broke away from them and took t" 
my left. On examining his spoor, I foiin ! it bloody. I 
then went to meet my waggons, which I heard coming on, 
and, ordering the men to outspan, 1 took all my dogs to the 
spoor. They ran it up in fine style, and in a few minutes 
the silence of the forest was disturbed by a tremendous 
bay. On running towards the sound I met the old 
fellow coming on towards tbc waggons, with all my dogs 
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after him. 1 tialuted liim with a second ball ia the 
shoulder ; he held on and took up a pogition in tlic 
thicket within forty yards of tlic waggons, where I 
finished him. He carried a most splendid head. 

On the 8th of June we mode the long wiehed-for 
fair Limpopo an hour before sunset. I was at once 
struck with this most interesting river: the trees along 
its banks were of prodigious size and very great beauty. 
At the very spot where I made the water, a huge croco- 
dile lay u]K)n the sand on tlic opposite side ; im observ- 
ing me he dashed into the stream. 

The next aay i roue ahead of the waggons with 
Ruyter, and hunted along the bank of the river. I 
immediately stiot a waterbuck. Tliis animal and pallah 
were very abundant. As I advanced I found large vley? 
along the river ^dc, a favourite haunt of the waterbuck. 
After breakfast I ag^n rode forth with fresh horses 
with my Bushman. We still found waterbuck and pallah 
very abundant. I presently gave chase to a hurd of tlic 
former to try their speed ; but as they led me into the 
midst of a labyrinth of marshy vioys, 1 gave it up. 

Lt instant tlie Bushman whispered " Sir, Sir ;" 

9 to my right, two princely old bull buffaloes 

I jungle within forty yards of me. Tliey got 

id started before I could get ready to fire. 

the river-bjink ahead of me, but not rc- 

'\d not give chase. After this I came 
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npon a Imge crocodile baskhig od tbe sand, wfaidi ia- 
etantly dashed into the etream. I dot got into a jast 
lab^rintb of mareheg of great extent. SerenO E)>ecie6 of 
wild dock and a rarietr of water fowl were extremely 
lUrandant and very tame, hundreds punng before my 
eye at once ; guinea-fowl, tbree eorte of large partridge, 
and two kinds of qoail being likewiee numerous. 

I presently wounded a noble old waterbuck as be 
•tadied past me in niarshy ground. In following hiin up 
I met an old buck pallab, whicli I tbot dead on tlie spot 
with a shot in tbc middle of the breast Following on 
aller tbe wounded waterbock, along the high bank of the 
river, which was, however, concealed from my view by 
ihe dense cover, I suddenly heard a loud splash, and, 
anning suddenly clear of Uie cover, I beheld the lovely 
waterbuck standing broad)>ide on an island in the middl'- 
of the river. Before I could dismount to fire, In- 
dashed into the water and swam to tlic opposite bank. 
I grasped my trusty little Moore and waited till he won 
the tfirra jirma, wlit-n witli one well-directed shot I 
dropped him on the spot. A verj' strange tiling then 
iMxnirrcd ; tlic buck in his death-paogD slid down into 
tbe river, and continuing his struggles he swam hjilf-way 
ocTosB tlie river back to the island, where he lay upon a 
sand-bank. I then divested myself of my leathers, tpiirs, 
and veldt-schocns, and was wading in to fetch him, 
when the river carried him off, and, fearing the horrible 



160 ADVENTURES IS KOUTH AFRICA. Cn*i. XXIV. 

crocodiles, 1 did not attempt to follow. It was now late, 
and I rode for my waggon-spoor, wliich I failed to fitui 
until 1 had returned to where we had tliat morning 
breakfasted. I had Ix^en following the tuma of the river, 
and the waggons had taken a short cut across the coun- 
try. I trachcd them in the dark by great good luck. 

Ou the 10th I rotle ahead of my waggons at day- 
dawn : thick mist was rolling along the Limpopo. Pre- 
sently I saw two crocodiles in the stream below me. A 
little after I hail the pleasure to find, for the first time, 
the Bpoor of sea-cows or hippopotami. I had never 
before «een it, but I knew it must he theirs ; it was very 
similar to the spoor of borelc, or black rhinoceros, but 
larger, and bad four toes instead of three. Before re- 
turning to my waggons I tried to ride down a water- 
buck which I turned olT Irom the river, but in this I 
failed, though I managed to keep etose to him in the 
chase, and evi'utually to knock him up along with my 
horse. 

I again sallied forth with tlie Bushman and fresit 
8teeds, and, directing the waggons to take the straight 
course, I followed the windings of the river. Pre- 
sently, looking over the bank, I beheld three enormoua 
crocodiles basking on the sand on the opposite side. I 
waa astonished at lliL-ir awful appearance and size, one 
of them appearing to ine to be sixteen or eighteen feet in 
length, with a body as thick as that of an ox. On ob- 



r 



CHOCODILK-SIIOOTISC. 



161 



serring ua tliuy plunged inlo the dead water by the aide 
of the stT-eam. The next minute, one of them popping 
up hiH terrible head in the middle of the stream, 1 
made a. beautiful shot, and sent a ball through the 
middJe of hi^ brains. The conrulsions of death which 
followed were truly awful. At first he sank for an in- 
fltant to the shot, but instantly striking the bottom with 
iiis tail he allot up above the water, when lie striigglwl 
violently, sometimes on his hai^k and then again on his 
belly, with at one time his head and fore feet above the 
water, and immediately after his tail and hind legs, the 
former lashing the water with a force truly astounding. 
Clouds of sand accorapanietl him in all his moiement«, 
the strong stream earrying him along with it, till at length 
the struggle of death was over, and be sank to rise do 
more. 

Following tlie windings of the river I detected a small 
crocodile basking on the sand, when I gave him a shot 
and he iustantly plunged intn the river. A little farther 
on I wounded a third as he lay on a promontory of sand, 
and he likewiao made the water. A little farther down 
the stream, yet another crocodile, a huge old sinner, lay 
l>asking on the sand. I determined to make a very 
correct shot in this case, and set about stalking him. 
Creeping up behind tlie trunk of a prostrate old tree, I 
took a rest and sent the ball into his nostril, when he 
plunged into the river, colouring the water with his blood. 
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We now got into a fine green turn of tlie river, where I 
saw a great ntauy waterbucks. I eliot one buck [tullali, 
and immediately after I came suddenly upon a trfiop of 
ti»e or BIX beautiful leoparcis. At the next bend of tlic 
river three Imge crocodiles lay on the sand on the opposite 
side. Stalking within easy range, I sliot one of tliem 
in the head : bis comrades instantly dashed into tlie 
water, but he lay as if dead high on the sand. A second 
shot, however, throu^ the ribs brought him back to 11^. 
On receiving it he kept running round and round, Eiiiijtping 
bis horrid jaws fearfully at hia own wounded ade. In tlic 
convulsions of death he made one run clean away Irom the 
water, but another unlucky turn brought his head towani 
the river, int« which he eventually rolled. Galloping 
along from this place to my waggons, I came suddenly 
upon a lion and lioness lying in the grass below a gigantic 
old mimosa. Dismounting from my horse, I Uiok n 
couple of shoy at the lion, missing liim witli my first, but 
wounding him witli my second shot, when he rose with 
several angry sliort growls and bounded off. A few hun- 
dred yards farther on I found my waggons drawn up. 
and on reaching tliem my men informed that tlicy hatl 
just seen two huge hippopotami in Uic river bcneatli. 
Proceeding to tlie spot, wc found them still swinnning 
tlicre. I shot one, putting three luills into his head, when 
he sank, but night s<.'ttuig in wc lost him. 

At dawn of day on the 12th a noise was heard for aliout 




XXIV. HIPPOPOTAMI AND BUFFAIXIES. 1 G3 



twenty minutes up the river, like tin; sound of the sen, 
accotnpanied by the lowing of buffaloes. It was a herd 
CToasing the river. I nidc thitlier to look at tliem, auii 
was retracing my steps to camp, wlien, within three hun- 
dred yards of ray waggons, I beheld an old bull-huftalo 
standing rnntemplating my c.imp, with my followers 
looking at him in great consternation. They set the doga 
after him, when he took away up tlie river. As the 
ground was extremely bad for riding, being full of deep 
holes, and all concealed with long grass, it was some tirae 
l)efore I could get away after the dogs ; and when I had 
ridden a ehort distance I met them all returning, their 
feet being completely done up with the long march from 
the colony. 

I now turned my face once more for camp, when I 
heard one of ray dogs at bay behind me. Galloping up 
to the spot, I found my dog " Lion" standing barking at 
an old wuterbuck in an open flat. The buck, on observing 
me, made away for tlic river, and, joining a herd of does, 
they dashed into the stream, and were immediately upon 
the opposite hank. I was in a sequestered bend of the 
river, where the banks for several acres were densely 
clad with lofty reeds aud grass wliicli towered above my 
head as I sat on my horse's back. Beyond the reeds and 
grass were trees of all sires, forming a dense shade ; this 
is tlic general character of tlie banks of the Limpopo, a? 
far as I have yet seen. I was slowly returning to my 
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camp, in anything but good humour at my want of success 
with the game I had just been after, wlicn, behold, an 
antelope of the moat csquisite beauty, and utterly un- 
known to sportsmen or naturalists, stood broadside in my 
path, looking me full lii the face. It was a princely old 
buck of ihc serolomootlooquc of the Bakalahari, or bush- 
buck of the Lim|>opo. He carried a very fine wide-set pair 
of boras. On beholding bim I was struck with wonder 
and delight. My heart beat vith excitement. I sprang 
from my saddle, but before I could fire a shot tliis gem 
of lieauty bounded into the reeds, and was lost to my 
sight. At that moment I would have given half wliat I 
possessed in this world for a broadside at that lovely an- 
telope, and I at once resolved not to proceed farther on 
my expedition until I had captured him, although it 
should cost me the labour of a mouth. 

Tlie antelope having entered the rceda, I gave my 
horse to my after-rider, and with my rifle on full cock and 
at the ready I proceeded to stalk with extreme caution 
throughout the length and breadth of the cover ; but I 
stalked in vain ; the antelope had vanished, and was no- 
where to be found. I then returned to my steed, and 
rode slowly up the river's bank towards my camp, I had ■ 
ridden to within a few hundred yards of the waggons, 
and was meditating liow I should best circumvent the 
serolomootlooquc, when once more this lovely antelope 
crossed my path ; I tiad been imwittlngly driving him 
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before me along the bank of the river. Ue trotted like a 
roebuck into the thick cover, and then stood broadside 
among the thorn bushes. I sprang from niy saddle, and, 
guessing about his position, I fired and missed him; he 
tlicn trotted along a rhinoceros's footpath, and gave me a 
accond chance. Again 1 fired, and before my rifle was 
down from my shoulder tlie Berolomoot1om[ue lay pros- 
trate ill the dust. The ball had cut tlio skiu open along 
hia ribs, and, entering his body, had passed along his 
neck, and had lodged in hia brains, where we found it 
on preparing the head for stuffing. I was not a little 
gratified at my good fortune in securing this novel and 
valuable trophy ; be was one of the most perfect antelopes 
1 had ever beheld, both in symmetry and colour. I had 
him immediately conveyed to camp, where I took his 
measurement, and wrote out a correct description of him 
for the benefit of naturalists. I christeiied him the 
■• Antelopus Roualeynei," or " bushbuck of the Lim|K)po." 
The next day I breakfasted before the sun rose, and 
then rode down tlie river's bank with Ruyter. I first shot 
an old buck pallah, and having ridden a few miles farther 
I uame upon two fine old waterbucks fighting, when I 
ijtalked in within a hundred yardti, and shot them both 
right and left. The heads were fair specimens, but, having 
many better, I reluctantly left them to perish in the feldt. 
I lereabouts I found fresh spoor of hippopotami of the pre- 
ceding night, I followed this spoor to a considerable dis- 
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tancc along the margin of the river, and at laet I came 
upon the troop. They were lying in a ebady, sequeatereil 
bend of the river, benealli some gigantic shady trees. Li 
this place the water in heavy Hoods had thrown up large 
banks of sand, in which they liad liollowed out their iieda. 
The Epot was surrounded with dense underwood and reeds, 
uiid V.HS adjacent to a very dcc]i and broad stream, into 
which their footpaths led in every direction. 

I w«* first apprized of my proximity to them by a loud 
cry from one old bull, who took alarm at the sudden flight 
of a Epecies of heron : hi« cry was not unlike that of an 
elephant, lie stood in water which reached half way up 
his ^de, shaking his short ears in the sun ; every half- 
minute he disoppearcd beneath the water, when, again 
parading half of his body, he uttered a Iou<i snorting. 
blowing noise. On observing liini, I dismounted, and 
every time he disappeared] I ran in, until I stood lieliind 
the tall reeds within twenty yards of him. Here 1 might 
have dropped him MJtJ] a single ball, but I iinfortiiuately 
made up my mind not to molest them until next day, 
when I ehould linve men to assist me to get them out. 
Pi-esently he observed me, when he dived, and swam 
round a shady promontory into the deep stream, where 
he and his comradus kept up a continual loud blowing 
noise. 1 returned to camp, and, having ordered my 
men to tnapan, I tried a drift on horseback, and 
crossed the Lim])opo, hut, the water coming over mj 
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saddle, I did not attempt to bring tlirough my waggons. 
\V"e accordingly held on our course on the north-weslern 
Imnk of the river, and outspanned about a mile above 
tlie place where I had found tlic hippopotami. 

When the sun wont down the sea-cows commenced a 
iitari'h up the rivEr. Tliey passed along opposite to my 
wimp, making the most extraordinary sounds — blowing, 
snorting, and roaring, sometimes crashing through the 
reeds, and eonielimes swimming gently, and splashing and 
sporting througli the water. There being a little moon- 
light, I went down with my man Carey, and sat somu' 
time on the river'a bank contemplating these wonderful 
monsters of the river. It was a truly grand and very 
extraordinary scene ; thu opposite bank of the stream was 
clad wiih trees of gigantic size and great beauty, which 
added greatly to the interest of the picture. 

On the 14tli, after a very early breakfast, I proceeded 
with three aftor-ridcrs, two double-barrelled rifles, and 
about a hundred rounds of ammunition, to the spot 
where I had yesterday found the hippopotami ; but they 
had taki'n alarm, and were all gone. The spoor leading 
up the river, I rode along the banks, examining every 
pool until my steed was unite knocked up, but found not 
a single sea-cow. The spoor still led up the river ; they 
had matle short cuts at every bend, sometimes taking the 
direct liTie on my side, and sometimes on the other. 
Finding that I must sleep in the feldt if I followed on, I 
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despat^ilied Ruyter to camp for my blankets, coffee-kettle, 
biBCuit, &c., and fresh Bteeds. I searclied on foot, and 
penetrated every thicket and every dense jungle of 
reeds that overhung the river, until at last, faint with 
hunger and fatigue, I Bought some game on which to 
make a luncheon, and had the good fortime to fall in 
with a young doe of the " Antelopus Roualeynd," which 
I shot, and in a few minutes she was roasting on a mighty 
fire. 

Ruyter, at this moment coming up, brought a welcome 
supply of biscuit and coffee, and reported my yellow horse 
" Hux," about my very best, to have died of horse-sick- 
uesB. After luncheon I continued my search for hippo- 
potami ; and just as the eun went down I started an old 
fellow frnm beneath some tall reeds, which lnnig over a 
deep hroiid pool. On hearing me approaeh lie dived 
with a loud splash, and immediately re-appeared with a 
blowing noise a little farther up the river, and wltliiu 
twenty yards of the bank. Having looked about liim, he 
again dived, and continued bis course up the river, which 
could be traced from the wave above. I ran in front of 
him, and when he came up the thiiti time I was standing 
nplKisite to him. ready with my rifle at my shoulder. I 
■cut the bullet into his brain, when lie floundered for 
(me moment at the surface, and then sank to the bottom. 
There he rooel probably only remained for half an hour, 
but in a few mmutet night set in, and I had thus the 
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extreme mortification to lose my bippopotamus, the second 
one wliich I bad shot. We slept beneath a shady tree ; 
at midnight a few drops of rain fell, and I feared a 
drenching , it, however, passed away. In the course of 
the day we saw several very large crocodiles, three of 
which I shot. One of these lay upon an island ; I 
shot him dead on the spot ; he did not gain the water. 
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Oi» the 17tli of June, having fhund a goorl drift, I crosMiit 
the Limpopo with my waggons, and drew them up in a 
green and Fhady spot. I then rode a long way down the 
eastern bank in quest of hippopotami, and late in the 
evening I found one, which I did not molest, trusting to 
find biiQ next day. 

On the 18th a dense mist hung over the river all the 
morning. Ordering the waggons to follow in an hoiu", I 
rode ahead to seek the sea-cow of the previous night, but 
after a long search I gave it up as a bad job, and, kindling 
a fire to warm myself, I awaited the waggons, which pre- 
sently came up. Here I halted for two hours, and then 
once more rode ahead to seek hippopotami. The river 
became more promising for sea-cow. At every turn 
there occurred deep, still pools, with occasional sandy 




islands ilunsely clad with lorty reeds, and with banks 
coYered with reeds to a hreadth of thirty yards. Above 
and beyond these reeds stood trees of immense age and 
gigantic size, beneath which grew a long and very rank 
description of grass, on which the sea-cow delights to 
pasture. 

I soon found fresh spoor, and after holding on for 
several miles, just as the sun was going down, and as I 
entered a dense reed cover, I came upon the fresh lairs 
iif four hippopotami. They had been lying sleeping on 
the margin of the river, and, on hearing me come crack- 
ling through the reeds, had plunged into the deep water. 
I at once ascertained that they were newly started, 
for the froth and hubbies were still on the spot where 
they had plunged in. Next moment I heard them 
blowing a little way down tlie river. I then headed 
them, and, with cousiderahle difficulty, owing to the cover 
and the reeda, I at length came right down above where 
they were standing. It was a broad part of the river, 
witti a sandy bottom, and the water came lialf-way up 
their sides. There were four of them, three cows and an 
uM bull ; they stood in the middle of the river, and, 
though alarmed, did not appear aware of the extent of 
the impending danger. 

I took the sea-cow next me, and with my first ball I 
gave her a mortal wound, knocking luo.^ a great plate 
on the lop of her skull. She at once commenced pluug- 
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iiig round and round, and thi-n occaslonallj' remained 
atill, sitting for a few minutes on the same spot. On 
hearing the report oF my rifle two of the otlicrs took up 
Btreani, and the fourth dashed down the river ; thej 
trotted along, like oxen, at a smart pace as long as the 
water was ehallow. I was now in a state of very great 
anxiety about my wounded sea-cow, for I feared that eho 
would get down into deep water, and be lost like the 
l^ist one; her struggles were still carrying her down 
stream, and the water was becoming deeper. To settle 
the matter I accordingly fired a second shot from the 
bank, whidi, entering the roof of her skull, pa^ed out 
through her eye ; ebe then kept continually splashing 
round and round in a circle in the middle of the river. I 
had great fears of the crocodiles, and I did not know thai 
tlie sea-cow might not attack rae. My anxiety to secure 
her, however, overcame all hesitation ; so, divesting myself 
of my leathers, and armed with a sharp knife, I dashed 
into the water, which at first took me up to my arm-pits, 
hut in the middle was shallower. 

As I approached Behemoth her eye looked very wicked. 
1 halted for a moment, ready to dive under the water if 
she attacked me, but she was stunned, and did not know 
wliat she was doing ; so, running in upon her, and soizmg 
her short tail, I attempted to incline her course to land. 
It was extraordinary what enormous strength she still bad 
in the water. I could not guide her in the slightest, and 
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she contiDued to splash, and plunge, and blow, and make 
her circular course, cfirrjing me along witli her as if I 
was a fly on lier tail. Ilnding her tail gave me but a 
jtoor hold, as the only means of securing my prey, I took 
out my kuife, and cutting two deep parallel incisions 
through the skin on her rump, and Jilting this skin from 
the flesh, so that I could get in my two hands, I made 
use of this as a handle ; and after some desperate ban) 
H-ork, sometimes pushing and sometimes pulling, the BL>a- 
cow continuing her circular course all the time and I 
holding on at her rump like grim Death, eventually I 
succeeded in bringing this gigantic and most powerful 
animal to the bank. Here the Bushman quickly brought 
me a stout butfalo-rheim from my horse's neck, which 
I passed through the opening in the thick skin, and moored 
Behemoth to a tree. I then took my rifle and ??nt a 
ball through the centre of her head, and she was num- 
bered with the dead. 

At this moment my waggons came up within a few 
hundred yards of the spot, where I outspanned, and by 
moonlight we took down a span of select osen and a pair 
of rheim chains, and succeeded in dragging the sea-cow 
high and dry. We were all astonished at her enormous 
size ; she appeared to be about five feet broad across the 
belly. I could see much beauty in the animal, which 
Nature has admirably formed for tlie amphibious life it 
was destined to pursue. 



174 ADVENTtlBES IN SOUTH AFRICA. Chaf. KXV. 

We were occupied all tlie mnming of the 19lh cutting 
up and salting the select parts of the sea-cow ; of tlie 
skull I took particular charge. She was extremely fet, 
more resembling a pig than a cow or a horse. la the 
eveatng I rode down the river, and shot a hrace of water- 
bucks, after which I left the river-bank and rode to the 
summit of an adjacent hill, from which I obtained a fine 
yiew of the surrounding country, M;my hold blue niouD- 
tain ranges stood to the nortli and north-west ; to the 
east and soutli-east were also mountain-ranges ; whilst to 
tlie south a very remarkable light-coloured rock, in the 
forraof a dome, shot high above the level of tlie surrounding 
forest 

The next day at dawn I rode down the river-side to 
seek seroloinootlooquea, and ordered my waggons to follow 
in a couple of hours. After riding a few miles, I observed 
a seroloraootlooque of surpaaaing beauty standing on the top 
of the opposite bank of the river ; he stood with his breast 
to me, and from the broad belt of reeds on this side of the 
water it was impossible to get nearer than a hundred 
yards of him. Taking a delil>erate aim, I fired off-hand, 
and heard the ball tell upon him. Here the river was 
deep, requiring swimming, and I had fears of the 
erocodiles. I sent the Bushman across, however, cm 
horseback, who immediately discovered blood, and pre- 
sently came upon the buck, and found his fore-arm 
smashed in the shoulder. I went over, and, starting 
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the buck in the cover, put a bullet in his ribs. Ue then 
got into eome tliick reeds, when I took up & position 
on one aide, and ordered Ruytcr to beat up the cover. 
The buck broke near me, when I sent a third bullet right 
through and tlirough his shoulder ; and tlie tough old 
buck still scorning to fall, I quickly fired my other barrel, 
and most unluckily cut his lovely horn off at the base, 
file buck now charged headlong into a thick bush, and 
died. His head, before I destroyed it, was perhaps tlie 
finest along tlie banks of the Limpopo ; the home were 
of extraordinary lengtli, and had a most perfect set and 
tuni. 

We now swam our steeds back to the saddlery, and 
presently overtook the waggons. I deposited my damaged 
trophy, and, mounting fresh steeds, rode once more ahead. 
I wafl not ten minutes away from the waggons when 
I started another serolomootlooquc, a first-rate old buck, 
very nearly as good as tlie last Imagining our horses 
were some beasts of the forest, he turned to look at us, 
when I shot liiin in the heart. The waggons being close 
at hand, the buck was deposited in my larder, and I once 
more rode fortli. 

After proceeding many miles along the borders of the 
river, on emerging into an open sjiace rmunng pirallel 
with the stream, I came upon large herds of pallalis, blue 
wildebeests, zebras, and, to my utter astonishment, a herd 
of about ten bull elands, I was not aware tlmt they 
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were met with in these parts. I gave chase, and soon 
selected the hest bull in the herd, a ponderous grey old 
fellow ; he began at once to trot, though all the rest were 
still at a gallop. After a sliarp ride of a few miles I 
turned this eland, and brought him back close on the 
river, when I ehot him in the shouhler, holding out mj 
rifle with one hand, like a pistol. I then rode back to 
seek my waggons, which I failed to find, they not having 
come on as I had ordered. I fancied that the natives 
had led them some short cut, and that the river might 
have a great bend ; so, being faint and hungry, I rode 
back to the eland, where I had lefl my Bushman, 
kindled a fire, and roasted and ate flesh and liver of the 
eland. As night was coming on, I skinned his aide which 
lay uppermost that I might have some covering, as I liad 
neither coat nor waistcoat. When, however, tlic sun went 
down, signal shots disclosed to me the position of the 
waggons ; they had come on within half a mile of where 
the eland died. 

On tlie 2l3t I rode some distance down tlie river with 
Ruyter in quest of sea-cow and serolomootlooques ; we 
found fresh spoor of the former, and I shot one doc of the 
latter. Ruyter drove her up to me by beating the 
reeds ; he also started a fine old buck, which did not 
break cover. As I rode along I saw six crocodiles and a 
great number of monkeys of two varieties ; also several 
deadly serpents, one of them a cobra, very similar to the 
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Indian cobra. Bees ware very abundant along the Lim- 
popo, the ^gantic old hollow trees affording them abun - 
dant homes. My natives brought me some fine honey 
while I was taking my breakfast ; tbey found it in an old 
ant-hill. I was astonished to observe along the banks oi 
the river enormous trees from three to four feet in 
diameter, cut down by the Bakalahnri, only for the sake 
of the honey which they contain. Tlie Bakalahari fell 
them with immense trouble and perseveranee with little 
tomahawks of their own formation, 

Tlie ant-hills along the Limpopo and tliroughout this 
part of Africa are truly wonderful ; it is common to see 
them upwards of twenty feet high and one hundred feet in 
eircumference. They are composed of clay, which hardens 
in the sun like a brick ; tbcy have generally one tall 
tapering spire in the middle of the fabric, the base of the 
spire being surrounded with similar projections of smaller 
height. Tlie natives informed me that we were opposite 
to the tribe Seleka, whom they tried to persuade me to 
visit, but I resolved tw stick to the Limpopo. 

On the 22nd wc came upon the Macoolwey, a large 
clear running river, joining the Limpopo fi^m the south- 
east : here I bagged a princely water-buck. 

At dawn of the succeeding day I rode fortli to try to 
cross the Limpopo and hunt for serolomootlooques, but I 
failed to find a drift. I then rode some distance along 
the bank of the Macoolwey seeking a passage ; but I waa 
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still ni^nccessful. I tbeo retraced my stepe to tbe 
liinpopo, dctennined to get throng cost what it might, 
as tbe banks looked very promising for serolomootlooqoes. 
I discovered a drift, but deep. I returned to camp for 
fresb hnrees, and rode forth with two after-riders, and 
a packhorse earr}-ing bedding, as I had resoWed to hunt 
for ficrolomootlooques over the river for a couple of days. 
We got safely through, and held up the stream. Isotigbt 
every turn of the water on foot, the boys leading my 
boree, but failed to fall in with a buck serolomootlooque. 
I therefore retraced my steps down the river to a spot 
where bufiklocs liad drunk on the preceding evening, and 
there I spent the night. 

In the morning I rode down to a. likely cover for sero- 
lomootlooques opposite the drift. Here 1 started one 
old buck, but did not Hre ; lie went off barking exactly 
like a roebuck, which they very much resemble in form, 
gait, voice, and habit. Following on after this buck, 
I started two does, one of which I shot. Here I 
left one of my after-riders with two of the steeds, whilst 
I and Ruyter rode down the bank of the Limpopo to 
explore. I found the river wearing quite a ilifferent ap- 
pearance below its junction, being very much broader — 
nearly as large, indeed, as the Orange Kiver. Crocodiles 
of enormous size were to he seen at every turn, and I 
shot four huge fellows. We then fell in with a large 
rock serpent, or " metsapallab," about eleven feet lon^ 
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which I shot with a bait through the head, and brought 
to camp slung round niy neck. 

Having resolved over-njght to rob a colony of hees of their 
precious stores, and to try for tlie old serolomootlooque at 
the drift, I slarled on the 25th at day-dawn, with two after- 
riders, one of them carrying a large tin pail for llie expected 
honey. After crossing tlie river I stalked carefully 
through the cover where the serolomootlooque dwell. I 
started him and another buck, but failed to obtain a ehot. 
I then set my after-riders to beat up the cover, and they 
started them two or three times, but I was still unsuc- 
cessful. We now started for the bees' nest, which was 
in an old hollow tree. I kindled a large fire in front 
of tlie hole, and having smoked them with dry gra^s 
took out the honey, which was excellent. I got, how- 
ever, about fifty stings on njy hands and arms. In the 
afternoon I inspaaned, and crossed the Macoolwey a few 
miles above its junction with the Limpopo. The natives 
again tried hard to lead me to Seleka, but I would not 
yet leave the Limpopo, and accordingly sheered off to 
it£ banks, which I reached by bright moonliglit. Here 
we heard hippopotami snorting In the river, and lions 
roared near us all night long. Next day I liad the luck 
to ehoot two very fine old buck scrolomootlooques. 

On the 27th I rode down tlie river at dawn of day, and 
ordered my waggons to follow in two hours. Whilst 
riding along the river's bank, some dist-mce beyond the 
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limite of yesterday's ride, opposite to k 1)road sandbank 
densely covered with reeds, I beard a loud plunge, which 
was immediately followed by the welcome blowing sound 
of sea-cows. I instantly divested myself of my leather 
trousers, and went down into the reeds, where I came 
suddenly upon a crocodile of average size, Ijing in a 
shallow back stream ; and on his attempting to gain the 
main river, I shot him with a bullet in the shoulder; he 
lay dead on the spot. This was the first crocodile which 
I had managed to lay my hands upon, although I had 
shot many. The sound of my rifle alarmed the sea-cows ; 
some took up. and some down the river. I was unfor- 
tunate with them, shooting two and losing them both. 
As I was seeking the wounded hippopotami, my waggons 
came up. Soon after breakfast, the chief Seleka, with a 
number of his aristocracy, paid me a visit ; and in the 
afternoon I rode down the river, ordering my waggons to 
follow, and found the fresh spoor of a mighty old bull 
elephant. 

I rode forth at sunrise on the 28th, ordering mj 
waggons to follow in two hours. Seleka had sent men 
down the river, before it was clear, to seek sea-cows; 
and they soon came running after me to say that they had 
found some. I accordingly followed them to the river, 
where, in a long, broad, and deep bend, were four hippo- 
potami, two full-grown cows, a small cow, and a calf. At 
the t^l of this pool was a strong and rapid stream, which 
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thundered along in Highland faehion over lai^ masses of 
dark rock. 

On coming to the shady bank, I could at first only see 
one old cow and calf. When they dived I ran into the 
reeds, and as the cow came np I shot her in the head ; 
she, however, got away down the river, and I lost her. 
The other three took away up the river, and became 
very shy, remaining under the water for five minutes at 
a time, and then only popping their heails up for a few 
seconds. I accordingly remained quiet behind the reeds, 
in hope of their dismissing their alarms. Presently the 
two Fmaller ones seemed to be no longer alarmed, popping 
up their entire heads, and remaining above water for a 
minute at a time ; but the third, which was by far the 
lai^st, and which I thought must be a bull, continued 
extremely shy, remaining under the water for ten minutes 
at a time, and then just showing her face for a second, 
making a blowing like a whale, and returning to the 
bottom. I stood there witli rifle at my shoulder, and 
my eye on the sight, until I was quite tirod. I thought 
I should never get a chance at her, and had just re- 
solved to fire at one of the smaller ones, when she 
shoved up half her head and looked about her. I 
made a correct shot ; the ball cracked loudly below her 
ear, and the huge body of the sea-cow came floundering 
to the top. I was enchanted ; she could not escape. 
Though not dead she had lost her senses, and continued 
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swimming round and round, sometimes beneath and Bome- 
timea at the surface of the water, creating a fearful 
commotion. 

Hearing my waggons coming on, I sent a message to 
my followers to out-span, and to come and behold Behe- 
moth floundering in her native element. Wlieu tliey came 
up I finished her with a shot in the necli, upon wlucb she 
instantly sank to the bottom, and disappeared in the strong 
rapid torrent at the tail of the sea-cow hole. Tiiere she 
remained for a long time, and I thought that I hud lost 
her, but the natives said that she would soon reappear. 
Being in want of refreshment, I left my people to watdi 
for the resurrection of Behemoth, and I held to the 
waggons to feed. While taking my breakfast there was 
a loud hue-and-cry among the natives, that the kooboo 
had floated and was sailing down the river. It was «o, 
and my Hottentots swam in and brought her to the bank. 
Her flesh proved most excellent. In the aftemooD I rode 
down the river with Ruyter, and shot one very splendid 
old waterbuck, with a princely head, which I kept. 

Tlie next day, afb?r proceeding a few mites, I killed a 
very fine buck of the serolomootlooque, I again rode down 
the river's bank, with two after-riders, to seek hippopo- 
tami, the natives reporting that they were to be found in 
A pool in advance, where another river joined tlie Limpopo. 
After riding a short distance, I found the banks unusually 
green and shady, and very much frequented by tiie sea- 
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COW ; and presently in a broad, deep, and long still bend 
of the riser, I disturbed tlie game I sought. 

They were lying in their sandy beds among the rank 
reeds at the river's niargin, and on hearing me gal- 
loping over the gravelly shingle between the bank and 
the reeds, the deposit of some great flood, they plunged 
into their native stronghold in dire alarm, and com- 
menced blowing, snorting, and uttering a sound very 
similar to that made by the muacal instrument called a 
serpent It was a fairish place for an attack, so, divesting 
myself of my leather trousers, I ordered ray after-ridere 
to remain utterly silent, and then crept cautiously for- 
ward, determined not to fire a shot until I had tlioroughly 
overhauled the herd to eee if it did not contain a bull, 
and at all events to secure, if possible, the very finest 
bead amongst them. 

The herd consisted of alwut fourteen hippo]K>tami ; 
ten of these were a little farther down the stream than 
the other four. Having carefully examined these 
ten, I made out two particular luppopotami decidedly 
larger than all tlie others. I tben crept a little distance 
np the river behind the reeds, to obtain a view of the 
others. Tliey were two cnomioua old cows with two 
large c^ves beside them. The old ones had esuctlj 
the same size of head as the two liest cows below ; I 
accordingly chose what I thought the best of these two, 
and, making a fine shot at the side of her head, I at once 
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disabled ber. Sbe disappeared for a few eeconds. and 
then came flomidering to the eur&ce, and continued 
Bwimming round and round, ^mctimes diving, and then 
reappearing with a loud ^lash and a blowing noise, 
always getting slowly down the rirer, until I reattacked 
and finished her a quarter of a mile farther down, about 
an hour after. The other sea-eows were now greatly 
alarmed, and only occasionally put up their heads, show- 
ing but a small part, remaining but a few seconds at a 
time. I, howcTcr, managed to select one of the three 
remaining ones, and, making a most perfect shot, I sent a 
hnllct crashing into her brain. Tliis caused instantaneous 
death, and she sank to the bottom. I then wounded two 
more sea-cows in the head, both of which I lost. The 
others were bo alarmed and cunning that it was impossible 
to do anything with tliem. 

The one I had first shot was now resting with half her 
body above water on a sandbank in the Limpopo, at the 
month of the other river Lepalala, which was broad, clear, 
and rapid. From this resting-place I started her with one 
shot in the shoulder and another in the aide of the head : 
ttiia lust allot set her in motion once more, and she com- 
menced struggling in the water in tlie most extraordinary 
manner, di8apj)enring for a few seconds and then coming 
up like a great whale, setting the whole river in an up- 
roar. Presently she took away down the stream, holding 
to the other side, but, again reluming, I finished her with 
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a shot in the middle of the forehead. This proved a most 
magnificent specimen of tlic female of the wondrous hip- 
popotamus, an animal with which I was extremely sur- 
prised and delighted. Slie far surpassed the brightest 
conceptions I had formed of her, being a larger, a more 
lively, and in every way a more interesting animal than 
certain writers had led me to es|>ect. On securing 
this fine sea-cow I immediately cut off lier head and 
placed it high and dry : this was a work of considerable 
difficulty for four men. We left her body in the water, 
being, of course, unable to do anything with it there. 
It was well I secured the head when I did, for next 
morning the crocodiles had dragged her away. 

I held lip the river to see what the other sea-cows 
were doing, when, to my particular satisfaction, I Ijeheld 
the body of the other huge sea-cow which I had shot in 
the brain floating in the pool where I had shot her, and 
stationary witliin about twenty yards of the other side. I 
then held down the river to the tail of the pool, where the 
stream was broad and rapid and less likely to hold 
crocodiles, and here, although cold and worn out, I swam 
across to secure my game. The waggons now came up, 
and two of my Hottentots swam over to my assistance ; but 
just as we were going in to secure the Bea-cow, she be- 
came disengaged from the invisible fetters that bad held 
her, and which turned out to be the branch of a gigantic 
old tree that some flood had lodged in the bottom of the 
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pool. The sea-cow now floated down the middle of tbe 
river ; when she nenred the tail of the pool, we swam in 
and inclined her course to shore, and stranded her on a 
6ne gravel bank. 

This truly mBginficent specimen was just about tlie 
same size as the first, and apparently older, but her teeth 
were not quite so tliick. Ordering tbe natives at once to 
cut off her huge head, and having seen it depoated safely 
on tbe bank along with that of her comrade, I hold for ray 
waggons, having to cross the Lcpalula to reach thera. I 
was very cold and worn out, but moat higldy gratified at 
Qiy good fortune in Grst killing, and then in securing, two 
out of the four best sea-cows in a herd of fourteen. 
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I Stleka'a Town wnong the Rocks — Ele|ihiint-himling with Seleka 

I wid hia Meii — Trading irith Sekka — A Lion and Lionew 

L niUi their Cubs — An immense Herd of Hippojiotaini — Nine 

■ of them killed — Trap for inflicting poiaoned Wounds on Sca- 

I 0OW8 — We croM the Limpopo, aiid ti Waggon sljcka in the 

W River — We Ircfc dowu the Stream — Two of my best Horses 

' killed and eaten by Lions — The thief of the Eamalette visita 

me — Audacity of liio Lions — A Horse killed in a Pitfall — 
A Chief flogged for catching and consumiug a Horse. 

On the I et of July I inspaimed at sunrise and marched 
to the town of the Baseleka, which I reached in about 
four hours, having crossed the Lepalala on the way. I 
outspanncd on the bank of the river. Selcka's town is 
built ou the top and sides of a steep and precipitous white 
(juartz rock, which rises abruptly, and forms a very re- 
markable feature in the green forest srenery wliich sur- 
rounds it. In the evening Seleka brought down four 
fairish bull elephant's teeth, which I bought for four 
muskets. 

On the morrow 1 took an early breakfast, and tlien 
held east with Seleka and alxiut a hundred and fifty of hia 
men to seek elephants, they having heard from ihe Baka- 
lahari of the position of a troop of bulls. This day I 
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although red with hlood, and rcsemhling a porcupine by 
the number of the aaeagalB, was little the worse for all 
that he had received. I then attacked hiin, aod, with 
eight or ten shots, ended his career. 

Next morning, Bakalahaii coming up and reporting to 
have heard elephants during the night, old Scleka and 
I went in quest of tliem, Wc were joined by the gal- 
lant aod vaunting John Stofolus ; who had slept at the 
waggons, and swore that he had lost his way in a long 
chase after an elepliant. Both he and Carey e.^pres^g 
regret for their previous raisnianagement, and vowing to 
prove themselves men this day, I allowed them to accom- 
pany me. We soon took up the spoor of one old bull, 
which led us into a forest thoroughly ploughed up and 
broken with bull elephants. Here this fine fellow joined 
a glorious squadrou of from twenty to thirty mighty bulls. 
When we discovered their position I dashed forward, 
shouting to the dogs, and was instantly in die middle of 
them. Then followed a wondrous scene. The elephants, 
paoic-fitrickeu, charged forward, levelling the forest before 
them, trumpeting, with trunks and tails aloft, as the dogs 
mingled with them. 

Looking hack over my shoulder I helield elephants 

come crashing on behind and within a few yards of me. 

I then pressed forward, overtook about ten hulls that 

. were inclining to the west, rode under their sterns, chose 

e best, and, yelling at the top of my voice, 1 separated 
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him from his comrades, and brouglit my dogs to my 
tissistaoce. In a few miiiiitce he had many mortal 
wounds. Not hearing my trusty John and Carey fire, 
and the elephant's course being right towards camp, I 
ceased tiring and drove him on before me. Presently 
these worthies came up to me, having been after a mo^t 
splendid bull — the cock of the troop — which I, in my 
haste, had ridden by. They had fired two or three shots, 
and then left him. I now saw that all my hunting this 
season must depend on my own single hand, as my fol- 
lowers, instead of a help, were a very great hindrance 
and annoyance to me. If I bad been alone that day I 
should must certainly have taken more time, and have 
selected the elephant they had lost, which the natives 
said carried extremely large and long teeth. Presently, my 
elephant declining to proceed farther, and, becoming 
extremely wicked, I recommenced firing, and at last he 
fell, having received twenty-nine balls, twenty-seven of 
these being in a very correct part. This was an enor- 
mous lirst-rate bull ; but his teeth, tliough large, being not 
the best in the troop, I felt very much dissatisfied. 

On the forenoon of the 5th I traded with Seleka for 
karosses of pallalfs skin and tusks of elephants, and in 
the evening I walked up to inspect the town, and climbed 
to the summit of the quartz rock on which the citadel 
uf Seleka ia situated. Here I viewed the surromiding 
country ; chains of mountains of moderate height shot 
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sbove the level forest in every direction, but mostly to 
the east and south. 

The next day, after breakfast, I saddled up steeds and 
took the field for elephants, accompanied by two after- 
riders. We were soon joined by the greater part of the 
Selcka tribe, and held about south, following the bank of 
the river Lepaklii, whicli we eventually crossed. Having 
proceeded some distance through a tract but little fre- 
quented by elephants, men who had been sent to seek in a 
south- westerly direction came and reported that they had 
found. We then held at once for a steep and very rocky 
hill which rose abruptly in the forest, and on the west 
side of which the elephants had been seen. We had 
ascended about half-way up this hill, the natives following 
oa in a long string and detached parties, when we dis- 
fxivered that we had nearly hemmed in a huge and most 
daring old lion, with his partner and a troop of very small 
cubs. I had passed turn within about sixty yards, and 
was a little above him on the bjll before I was aware of his 
presence. He gave us notice of his proximity by loud and 
continued growling, advancing boldly with open jaws 
towards the natives. These fled before him ; and the lioness 
having now shrunk away with her cubs, and some of our 
dogs having attacked him, he turned right about and 
followed slowly after his mate, growling fearfully. 

We feared that all this noise might have started Die 
elephants : when however we had gained a commanding 
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point on the shoulder of the hill, we could see them stand- 
ing in a thick low forest a short distance from the baae 
of the hill ; it was a troop of very middling cow ele- 
phants with a number of calves of all sizes : about half a 
mile to the north we coidd see another troop of cows. 
I wished to attack these, but the natives prevailed upon 
me to attack the nearest troop. Leaving the greater 
part of the natives to watch onr movements from tlua 
elevated position, I descended the hill and held for the 
mighty game. I felt rather nervous on this occasion. I 
was not in good health, and the forest here was not 
well adapted for the sport, the cover bemg thick, with A 
great deal of bad wait-a-bit thorns. When we came 
upon the troop they were considerably scattered, and we 
first approached two very indifferent cows, which, hearing 
us, instantly retreated into the thick cover. I would not 
follow these, but at once slipped my dogs in the hope 
that tliey would find me better elephants. The dogs then 
ran forward in different directions, and immediately a 
loud trumpeting followed 5vm three detachments of 
cows. Galloping forward, I obtained a view of them all. 
There was but one right good cow in the troop : she 
brought up the rear of a detachment which came crashing 
paat on my right, making for the densest cover round the 
base of the hill. This cow carried two fine long white tusks, 
one of them with a very fine sharp point. On attacking 
her she at once separated from her comrades, and every 
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one of my dogs took, as is neual, away after the calTe« ; I 
galloped up alongside and very near this cow, and firing 
from the saddle I howled her OTer witli a single ball 
behind the shoulder. 

On the 11th we marchedatdawnof day, holding north- 
east, and halted on the bank of the Limpopo. There the 
waggons remained, whilst I hunti'd the banks of the river, 
bagging two first-rate bull elephants and one hippopo- 
tamus. One of these elephants I shot across the Limpopo, 
under the moimtmna of Gnapa ; T fought him in dense 
wait-a-bit jungle from half-past elevpn till the sun was 
under, when bis tough old spirit fied, and the venerable 
monarch of the forest fell, pierced with fifty-seven balU. 
On the 17th I inspanncd and trekked about five milei 
down the stream, when I halted beside a long deep 
hippopotamus hole, in which were two bulls and one cow. 
hut it being late I did not trouble them. 

The nest day I rode down the river to seek sea-cows, 
accompanied by my two aftei^ridere ; taking, as usual, my 
double-barrelled rifles. We had proceeded almut two 
miles when we came upon some most thoroughly beaten 
old-established hip[)opotamus paths, and presently, in a 
broad, long, deep, and shaded pool of the river, we heard 
the sea-cows bellowing. There I beheld one of the most 
wondrous and interesting sights that a sportsman can be 
blessed with. I at onoe knew that there must be an im- 
mense herd of them, for the voices came from different 
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parts of the pool ; so, creeping in through the liusliea to 
obtain an inspection, a large eandy island appeared at the 
neck of the pool, on which stood several large shady trees. 
The neck of the pool was very wide and shallow, with 
rocks and large stones ; helow it was deep and still. On 
a sandy promontory of this island stood ahout thirty cows 
and calves, whilst in the pool opposite, and a little below 
them, stood about twenty more sea-cows, with tJieir heads 
and hacks above water. About fifty yards farther down 
the river again, showing out their heads, were eight or 
ten immense fellows, which I think were all hulls ; and 
about one hundred yards below these in the middle of 
the stream stood another herd of ahoiit eiglit or ten cows 
with calves, and two huge bulls. The sea-cows lay close 
together like pigs ; a favourite position was to rest their 
heads on their comrades' stems and sides. The herds 
were attended by an immense number of the invariable 
rhinoceros birds, which, on observing me, did their best 
to spread alarm throughout the hippopotami. I was 
resolved to select if possible a first-rate old bull out of 
this vast herd, and I accordingly delayed tiring for nearly 
two hours, continually running up and down behind the 
thick thorny cover, and attentively studying the beads. 
At length I determined to go close in and select the best 
head out of the eight or ten bulls which lay below the 
cows. I accordingly left the cover and walked slowly 
forward in full view of the whole herd to the water's edge, 
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where I lay down on my belly and studied the heads of 
these bulls. The cows, on eeeing me, splashed into the 
water and kept up a continual snorting and blowing till 
night set in. 

After selecting for a few minutes I fired my Srst shot 
at a splendid bull, and sent the ball in a little behind the 
eye. He was at once incapacitated, and kept plunging and 
swimming round and round, wearing away down the 
pool, until I finished him with two more shots. The 
whole pool was now in a state of intense commotion. 
The best cowa and the hulls at once became very shy and 
cunning, showing only the flat roofs of their heads, and 
sometimes only their nostrils. The younger cows were 
not so shy, producing the whole head ; and if I had wished 
to make a bag I might have shot an immense number. 
Thi? however waa not my object ; and as there was Hkely 
to be a difficulty in securing what I did kill, I determined 
only to fire at the very best. When, therefore, the sun 
went down I had not fired a great many shots, but bad 
bagged five first-rate hippopotami, four cows and one 
bull, and besides these there were three or four more very 
•everely wounded which were spouting blood throughout 
the pool. 

The next day I removed my waggons to the bank 
where I had waged successful war with the hippopotami. 
Here we halted Wueath a shady tree with a very dark 
green leaf, and having drawn up the waggons we cast 
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loose tlie treku>ws, and marching tbe two spans uf 
oxen down to the edge of the river we dragged out one 
of the sea-cowfl high and dry, Afti-r bruakfaat I rode 
down the river with Carey to seek those I had wounded. 
Having ridden about three miles down the river, wi; 
heard sea-cows snorting ; and on dismounting from my 
horse and creeping in through very dense thorny cover 
which here clothed the banks, I found a very fine herd 
of about thirty hippopotami basking In the sun : they lay 
upon a eand-bank in the middle of the river, in about 
tbrec feet of water. After taking a long lime to make a 
selection I opened my fire and discharged my four 
barrels: one sea-cow lay dead, and two others were 
stunned and took to the other side, but eventually re- 
covered and were not numbered with the slain, I con- 
tinued wiib them till sundown and iircd a good many shotf, 
but only bagged one other cow : tliey were very shy and 
cunning. 

On the 20th I again rode down the river to tJte pool, 
and found a herd of sea-cows still there ; so I remained 
with them till sundown, and bagged two very first-rate 
old sea-cows, which were forthcoming next day, Thb 
day I detected a most dangerous trap constructed by the 
Bakalahari for slaying sea-cows. It consisted of o sharp 
little assagai or spike most thoroughly poisoned, and 
stuck firmly into the end of a heavy block of thorn-wood 
about four feet long and five inches in diameter. This 
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formidable affair was suspended over tlie centre of a 
sea-cow path at a height of about thirty feet from tiie 
ground by a bark cord which passed over a high branch 
of a tree and thence to a. peg on one Bide of the path 
beneath, leading across the path to a peg on the other 
ade, where it was fastened. To the sufipending cord 
were two triggers so constructed that, when t!ie aea-cow 
struck against the coid which led across the path, tlie 
heavy block above was set at liberty, which instantly 
dropped with Immense force with its poisonous dart, in- 
llictiiig a sure and mortal wound. The bones and old 
teetli of sea-cows which lay rotting along the bank of 
the river here evinced the success of this dangerous in- 
vention. I remained in the neighbourhood of the pool 
for several days, during which time I bagged no less than 
fitleeu first-rate hippopotami, the greater portion of them 
being bulls. 

At dawn of day on the 28lh we inspanned and marched 
up the river to the drift. All hands worked hard in cutting 
down the bank on the opposite side, the Bakalaliari assist- 
ing us ; and in the afternoon we got the cap-tent waggon, 
which was very lightly laden, through the river with 
twelve oxen. The baggage-waggon stuck fast in the 
mud, and remained there all night, with Ihc fore-wheels 
half way up tlie bank, and the after-chest under the 
water ; and although we put twenty oxen to it, we could 
nut get it out. 
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The uext day our firat work wua lo reduce the baiik 
on which the waggon stood, after which, witli considerahle 
difficulty, we got it out with twenty of luy best oxen. 
The whole day we were busy dryiug the innumerable 
contents of tlie fore and af\er chests of each waggon, 
nlmost everything being tiiorouglily saturated, and I 
sustained considerable logs in fine powdt-r, percussiun-caps, 
biscuit, tea, coffee, sugar, and a number of other articles, 
some of which were damaged and soiue entirely destroyed. 

I marched at dawn of day on the 30th. ijeleka and 
his men and my hired Baquaiues bad done all in their 
power to prevent my proceeding farther ; but as they could 
not conceal the waters from me, my course being to tblluw 
the Limpopo, I wasperfectly independent of iheui. They 
remiiined by me until I crossed the Limpopo, and then 
they all turned home. 1 it as now once more without 
natives, and held down the north-western bank of the 
river, but very soon Bakalahari joined us, and their 
numbers increased as we held on- I had the good tuck 
this day to bag five more hrst-rate hippopotami. 

The next day, after assisting my men to get out some 
of the sea-cows, I rode down the ri\er with two after- 
riders to explore. Having ridden a few miles, I came 
upon a troop of twelve, the best of which I disabled and 
killed the next day. This was a most splendid old cow, 
and carried tuske ias superior to any we had yet seen ; 
in the afternoon I bugged six more. 
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Frora a continued run of good luck in all my hunting 
expedidons with my horses and oxen, in regard to lions 
and Bakalahari pitfails, I had becouie foolishly careless 
of them, and I had got into a most daagerous cuetom of 
allowing the cattle to feed about the waggons long after 
the sun was under. I was always boasting of my good 
luck, and used to say that tlio liona knew they were my 
cattle, aud feared to molest them. This night, however, a 
bitter lesson was in store for me. The sun as usual had 
been under an hour before I ordered my men to make 
fast my horses : the oxen had of their own accord come to 
the waggons and lain down ; the horses, however, were 
not forthcoming. My hired natives, who were now anxious 
to prevent my pr()ceeding farther from their country, 
were willingly neglecting their charge, and, instead of 
looking after my cattle, they were exchanging the flesh 
and fat of my sea-cows for assagais, &c., with the Baka- 
lahari. The night was very dark, and the horses were 
sought for in vain. I remarked to Carey that it was some 
time since we had heard the voice of a lion; hut a few 
minutes after we heard the low moan of the king of beasts 
repeated several times at no groat distance, and in the 
very direction in which my horses were supposed to be. 

The next day the sun had been up two hours, and my 
horses could not yet be found. I entertained no appre- 
hensions, however, ft^sm the lion, but rather suspected some 
plot between Seleka and my natives to drive my cattle 
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back, and m force me to retrace my steps, I therefore 
ordered John Stofolus and Hcndrick to take bridles and 
a supply of meat, and to follow up tlie spoor wherever it 
might lead ; and being anxious to sec whi(^ way it went, 
I took a rifle and followed in quest of it myself. Ob- 
aerring a number of vultures to the west, and bearing the 
voices of natives in that direction, I jwoeeedcd thither at 
top speed. To my utter horrw, I found my two moat valu- 
able and especially favourite veteran shooting-horses lying 
fearfully mangled and half consunii,'d by a troop of ruth- 
leBslioiiB. They were "Black Jock" aud"Scbwartland," 
the former a first-rate young horse, worth 24/., the latter 
aged, hut by far my most valuable steed, being perhaps 
the best shooting- horse in Southern Africa ; he knew no 
fear, and would approach as near as I chose to elephant 
or lion, or any description of game. From his back I 
had shot nearly all my elephants last year ; and so fond 
was I of this horse, that I never rode or even saddled him 
until we bad found elephants, when I used hint in the 
fight and then immediately ofl^-saddled. 

With a itickening heart I turned from this most pain- 
ful scene, and, utterly dejected, T returned to oamp. Ae 
there was much to do about the waggons, and as two of 
my men were absent seeking the lost horses, I did not 
immediately go in quest of the lions ; tliis I however did 
in tile afternoon, taking all my dogs, but I failed to find 
them. A large party of the natives from the south-west, 
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the Bamalettfl, reached me late in the day : their object 
was flesh, aiid to endeavour to persuade me to come and 
trade with them. They had fallen in with tlirec of my 
steeds, the others were foand by my men near the drift 
where I had last crossed the river. I formed a very 
strong kraal for my cattle, and made all fast at sun- 
down. Very soon after, the troop of lions came up to my 
camp on the spoor of the horses, fancying that they could 
repeat the tragedy of laat night; they fought with my 
dogs in the most daring manner, off and on, imtil near 
dawn of day, driving thera in to the fire-side. The 
cattle were very restive, and nearly broke away, but the 
kraal was good and saved them. 

In the morning, ordering my waggons to follow, I rode 
down the river, followed by at least two hundred natives, 
to secure the hippopotami shot two days previous. Six 
of these were fortlicoining, and we set about getting tbem 
to the side : they lay upon the rocks in the middle of the 
river. One of these proved to ho an out-and-outer, a 
tearuig old bull with tusks which £ar surpassed anything 
I had yet seen, and quite perfect ; I was very much 
gratified with this fine trophy. There were also two of the 
cows which carried immense and perfect tusks. When 
the waggons came up, I found myself minus another 
steed : a fine young mare had fallen into a Bakalahari 
pitfall, and had been suffocated. 
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On the 5tli I rode down tlic river anil fell in with a 
large herd of about thirty hippopotami : they lay upon 
some roclu in the middle of a very long and broad pool. 
I wounded seven or eight of these in the head, and 
killed two, a bull and a cow, both of which we found 
next day. At night the lions prowled around our camp, 
and fought with the dogs until the morning : they came 
boldly in between the fires of the natives, who lay around 
roy camp. 

The next day I ordered my waggons to come on, and 
I rode ahead to the pool where I had last shot, ^\^en 
the waggiiQS came up, I detected the head Bakalahar! 
of the kraal beside which my mare had been killed ; he was 
talking with my cattle herds, with whom he seemed to be on 
very intimate terms. This killing of my horse was either 
intentional or most culpably careless, as the pits were left 
covered, and the cattle driven to pasture In the middle 
of them ; I accordingly deemed it proper that this man 
should be made an example of ; so, calling to my English 
servant, Carey, to assist me, we each seized an arm of 
the guilty chief, and I then caused Hcndrick to flog him 
with a sea-cow jambok ; after wliich I admuniahed him, 
and told him that if the holes were not opened in future 
I would make a more severe example as I proceeded. 
The consequence of this salutary admonition was, that all 
the pitfalls along the river were thrown open in advance 
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of my march, a thing which I had never before seen 
among the Bechuana tribes. In the afternoon I rode 
down the river a few pools, and found a very fine herd of 
about thirty hippopotami. I woimded three or four of 
ihese, and killed one. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

"We trek down the Limpopo — Abundance of Sea-cows — The 
Lotsanc HivcT — An immenK Herd of Elephants — Combat 
with a first-rate old Bull — Rheumatic Fever attacks me, which 
determines our course homBwards — Elephants smashing Forest- 
trees — A Ldon carries off one of ray men from the lireaide — The 
Beast occnpied consuming hiin all night — llie mau-uating Lion 
■lain — Three Hippopotami aliot — One of thi^ Dogs enten by a 
Crocodile — The fatal " Tsotso " fly — The Fountain of Seboono 
— An old Bull-Elephant Iield in check without Gun or Dogs. 

I SE80L%'ED now to cease for a time bunting sea-cows, 
and to trek ahead in good earnest. I acccordingly took 
considerable trouble in stowing the waggons properly. 
We then trekked down the river until sundown. I rode 
ahead of the wa^^ns to esplore, itnd was struck with 
astoniehnient at the number of the hippopotami. They 
seemed to increase the farther I trekked down the riyer ; 
every pool had its herd ; they were extremely fearless, 
allowing me to approach within Hfteen yards of them. 
In the morning I found myself minus my hired nativeB : 
these ruffians, fearing to receive a chastisement similar 
to that of the chief of the BakaJalian, which they felt 
they deserved, thought it best to get out of the way in 
time, and had cut the service. The chief Mat^aca brought 
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me ivory, which I obUuued in barter for muskets and some 
aniinuiiitioiL 

On the 8th we trekked at dawn of day, and after 
proceeding a few miles came upoQ the Lot^ane, one of 
those graTcUy-bedded rivers, with only water in occa- 
sional spots, such as are met with in the Bamangwato 
country. Here was much spoor of elephant ; and the 
natives pressing me to halt and limit, I outspanned and 
got everything ready for a trip from the waggons. 

The next morning I started with a party of nativea to 
seek elephants. We held along the banks of the Lotsane 
for several miles, holding a north-westerly course ; after 
which we left the river and held south-weat ; and, at last, 
followed down to the Limpopo, and so home to camp, 
witliout finding a single fresh spoor. Here I found my old 
friends from Bamangwato, Molyuon and Kupaiu, with a 
party. I was glad to see these men, as I knew they 
would aaaiet me in my hunting, and tlicy could also oon- 
verse with toe. 

On the 10th, at dawn of day, I rode down the river, 
and ordered my waggons to follow. I found sea-cows 
more and more abundant ; every pool liad its herd : the 
margin of the river ou each aide was trampled down by 
elcphaiita, rhinoceroses, bufialoes, &c. Having ridden 
about aix miles, I found the fresh spoor of a troop of bull 
elcphante. I ofT-saddlsd, and in an hour the waggon* 
came up, when I took up the spoor, accompanied by Carey, 
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Hendrick, and Ruyter. After following the apoor for 
some miles, the nBtives lost it. A little dietsDce ahead 
of U8 was a rocky hill, to the summit of which I ascended. 
This spot commaaded a good view of the adjacent forest, 
I at once detected an immenae herd of elephants. They 
were drinking in a wide open spot on a gravelly-bedded 
river which falls into the Limpopo, called by the natives 
Sukiiig. 

We then made a turn to leeward and came in upon 
this fine herd ; it was the largest I had ever seen ; there 
must liave been upwards of one hundred elephants before 
my eye at once. The troop consisted chiefly of cows 
and calves ; I however detected one fine well-grown bull, 
carrying very fair tusks. I rode slowly towards bim, fol- 
lowed by my men, and the natives leading the dogs. 
We advanced unobserved until we were within twenty 
yards of some of the outside cows. Here I enjoyed a fine 
view of the herd ; they stood drinking on a vast surface 
of granite rock, and, though no trees intervened between 
us and them, they took not the sligbtest notice of us. 

At length I gave the bull a shot in the shoulder and 
then followed him up. He stumbled, and fell once upon 
the slippery rock, but, recovering bis feet, went off at 
a pace which I could hardly equal on the dangerous 
rock. Hy good luck, most of my dogs came to my assist- 
ance, and I slew bim iu s few minutes with eight or ten 
shots, I had directed Hendrick and Carey to try to 
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hold some of the cows for me until I was ready with the 
hull ; accordiugly, these doughty Nimrodfi followed and 
turned four cows for a short time, and then left them, 
without even firing a shot to advise me of their courae ; 
the consequence of which was, that I knocked up myself, 
my dogs, and horses, in chasing the retreating herd to a 
great distance, to no purpose. 

On the following day I shot another hull elephant and 
a white rhinoceros ; and on the afternoon of the 12tli, re- 
turning to camp weary and worn, T came unexpectedly 
upon B bull elephant of unusual size, standing in the 
shade on the margin of the Limpopo. He took refuge in 
an extensive jungle of impracticable wait-a-bits, where 
it was impossible to do anything on horseback, and I was 
therefore obliged to bunt him on foot. I slew him with 
thirty bullets after an extremely severe and dangerous 
combat of about two hours. I afterwards felt much the 
worse for this severe exertion. 

On the 14th I desjiatched Hendrick to bring on the 
wagons, which came up in the afternoon. Night set in 
warm, calm, and still, witli a good moonlight. Elephants, 
sea-cows, and panthers kept up a continued music above 
and below us along the river until I fell asleep. 

On the 15tb I felt very ill, but in the forenoon I went 
down to the river, where I shot two sea-cows. In tlie 
evening, feeling worse, I bled myself, but strong fever 
was on me all night. 




Next morning I marched, halting at sundown on the 
Mokojay, a gravelly -bedded periodical river, wliere ele- 
phants occ^onally drank. 

On the 18th at dawn of day I took leave of Mollyeon and 
Kapain of Bamangwato, as they would not follow rae far- 
ther. We then inspanned, and held down the Limpopo. 
I regretted to observe that the spoor of elephants did not 
seem to increase in the same ratio as I had allowed my- 
self to imagine. We were in an extremely remote and 
secluded comer of the world, quite uninhabited ; yet the 
elephants, though frequenting it, were decidedly scarce. I 
felt extremely weak and nervous from the fever and the 
quantity of blood which I had lost, in so much that I 
started at my own shadow, and several times sprang to 
one aide when the leaves rustled in the bushes. I 
walked along the bank of the river with my gun loaded 
with small shot, intending to shoot a partridge for my 
breakfast. Presently I came upon the fresh dung of 
bull elephants, and at the same moment my people at the 
waggons saw two old bull elephants within two hundred 
yards of tliem ; and the wind being favourable, they 
walked unsuspiciously. After a very short chase I suc- 
ceeded in killing both. 

My fever still continuing on me, and the natives having 
deserted, I determined upon turning my face homewards. 
Accordingly, on the 21st, I ordered my men to inspan 
and retrace their spoor. A troop of lions had killed 
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some game witliiu a few liuiiilred jfirds of us, anil huil betiii 
roaring very loudly all the inoruing : tliese gave us a 
parting salute as we were inapaimiug. Their voiefs 
Bouaded lo ine omiuoiis, perhaps from the nervous state 
of my health. I thought they said, " Yes, you do well 
to retrace your rash steps ; you have juat come far 
enough." I must ackoowledge that I felt a little ajixious 
as to the safety of proceeding farther on several accounts. 
First, the natives had spoken of Mosek'katse, now resi- 
dent not very f;ir in advance, as one who would most 
unquestionably murder me, and seize all my pj-uperty. 
They also told me that I should lose all my cattle hy the 
fly called " Tsetse ;" and I had also reason to believe 
the country in advance not very healthy for man, 

My followera received my orders to turn homewards 
with sincere gratification : we trekked till sundown, 
halting ou the march for a sick ox, whieh we eventually 
left behind a prey to the lions, and slept on the Mokojay, 
where the Bamaogwato men bad left me. 

On the 2yth we arrived at a small village of Ikkalahui-L 
These natives told me that elephants were abundant on 
the oppoidte side of the river. I accordingly resolved to 
halt here and hunt, and drew my wagons up on the 
river's bank, withiu thirty yards of tlie water and about 
one hundred yards from the native village. Having 
ontBpauocd, we at once set about making for the cattle a 
kraal of the worst description of thorn-trees. Of this I 
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had now become very piirtiuular, since my severe loss by 
lion£ OQ the first of this montli ; aud my cattle were, at 
night, secured by a strong kraal, whii:b enclosed my two 
waggons, the horses being made fast to a trektow 
stretched between the hind-wheels of the waggons, I 
had yet, however, a fearful lesson to learn as to the 
nature and character of the lion, of which I had at one 
time entertained so little fear ; and on this night a hor- 
rible tragedy was to be acted in my little lonely camp of 
so very awful and appalling a nature as to make the 
bluod curdle in our veins. I worked till near sundown 
ut one aide of the kraal with Ilendrick, my first waggon- 
driver — I cutting down the trees with my axe, and he 
dragging them to tlie kraal. Wheu the kraal for the 
cattle wd^ 6ni^hed, I turned my attention to making a pot 
of barley-broth, and lighted a fire between the waggons 
and tlie water, close on the river's bank, under a dense 
grove of shady trees, making no sort of kraal around our 
sitting-place for the evening- 

The Hottentots, without any reason, made their fire 
about fifty yards from mine ; they, according to their 
uBual custom, being satisfied with the shelter i>f a large 
dense hush. The evening passed away cheerfully. 
Soon after it was dark we beard elephants breaking 
the trees in the forest across the river ; aud once or twice 
I strode away into the darkness some distance from the 
fireside, to stand and listen to them. I little, at that 
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moment, deemed of the imminent peril to which 1 1 
waa exposing my life, nor thought that a bloodthirsty 
man-eater lion was crouching near, and only watching 
his opportunity to spriug into the kraal, and consign 
one of us to a most horrible death. About threap 
hours after the sun went down I called to my i 
to come and take their coffee and supper, which ' 
ready for thera at my fire ; and after Bupper three of I 
them returned before their comrades to their own fireside, 
and lay down ; these were Juhn Stofolus, Hendrick, and ] 
Ruyter. In a few minutes au ox came out by the gate I 
of the kraal and walked round the back of it. Ilen^j 
drick got up and drove him in again, and then wei 
back to hia fireside aud lay down. Hendrick and Ruy- 
ter lay on one side of the fire under one blanket, and 
John Stofolus lay ou the other. At this moment I was , 
sitting taking some barley-broth ; our fire was very small} J 
and the night was pitch-dark and windy. Owing to our J 
proximity to the native village the wood was very scarce^l 
the Bakalahari having burnt it all in their fires. 

Suddenly the appalling and murderous voice of a 
angry bloodthirsty lion burst upon my car within a few 1 
yards of us, followed by the shrieking of the Hottentota. 1 
Again and again the murderous roar of attack ' 
repeated. We heard John and Ruyter shriek " The 1 
lion 1 the lion ! " still, for a few moments, we thought ha | 
was but chasing one of the doge round the kraal ; but| J 
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next inatant, John StofbluB rushed into the midst of us 
almost speechless with fear and terror, his eyes bursting 
from their sockets, and shrieked out, " The Uon I the 
Hon 1 He has got Hendriek ; he dragged him away 
from the Gre beside me. I struck hini with the burning 
brands upon his head, hut he would not let go his hold. 
Hendriek is dead I Oh, God 1 Hendriek is dead ! Let 
us take fire and seek him." The rest of my people 
rushed about, shrieking and yelling as if they were mad. 
I was at once angry with thetii for their folly, and told 
them that if they did not stand still and keep quiet the 
lion would have another of ua ; and that very likely there 
was a troop of them. T ordered the dogs, which were 
nearly all fast, to be made loose, and the fire to be in- 
creased as far as could be. I then shouted Hendriok'e 
name, but all was still. I told my men that Hendriek 
was dead, and that a regiment of soldiers could not now 
help him, and, hunting my dogs forward, I had every- 
thing brought within the cattle-kraal, when we lighted 
our fire and closed the entrance as well as we could. 

My terrified people sat round the fire with guna in 
their hands till the day broke, atill fancying that every 
moment the lion would return and spring again into the 
midst of us. When the dogs were first let go, the stupid 
brutes, as dogs often prove when most required, instead 
of going at the lion, rushed fiercely on one another, and 
fought desperately for some minutes. After this they 
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got his wind, md, going at him, disclosed to ns his posi- 
tion : they fcq)t up a continued harking until the day 
dawned, the lion occasionally springing after them and 
driving them in upon the kraal. The horrible monster 
lay all night within forty yarda of lie, consuming the 
wretched man whom he had chosen for his prey. He 
had dragged him into a little hollow at the back of the 
thick bush, heaide which the fire was kindled, and there 
be remained till the day dawned, card ess of our 
proximity. 

It appeared that when the unfortunate Hendrick rose 
to drive in the ox, the lion had watched him to his firedde, 
and he had scarcely lain down when the hrute sprang 
upon him and Rnyter (for both lay under one blanket), 
with hia appalling murderous roar, and, roaring as he lay. 
grappled him with his fearful claws, and kept biting him 
on the breast and slioulder, all the while feeling for his 
neck ; having got hold of which, he at once dragged him 
away backwards round the hush into the dense shade. 

As the lion lay upon the unfortunate man he l^ntly 
cried " Help me. help me I Oh, God ! men, help me I " 
After which the fearful beast got a hold of his neck, and 
then all was still, except that his comradeR heard the 
bones of his neck cracking between the teeth of the lion. 
John Stofolus bad lain with hia back to the fire on the 
opposite side, and on hearing the lion he sprang up, and. 
seizing a lai^ flaming brand, he had belaboured him on 
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the head with the burning wood ; but the brute did not 
take any notice of him. The Bushman had a narrow 
escape ; he was not altogether scatheless, the Hon having 
inflicted two gashes in his seat with his claws. 

The next morning, just as the day began to dawn, we 
heard the lion dragging something up the river-side 
under cover of the bank. We drove the cattle out 
of the kraal, and then proceeded to inspect the scene 
of the night's awful tragedy. In the hollow, where the 
lion had lain consuming his prey, we found one leg of 
the unfortunate Hendricfc, bitten off below the knee, the 
shoe still on his foot ; the grass and bushes were all 
stained with his blood, and fragments of his pea-coat lay 
around. Poor Ilendrick I I knew the fragments of that 
old coat, and had often marked them hanging in the 
ilense covers where the elephant had charged after ray 
unfortunate after-rider. Hendrick was by far the best 
man I had about my waggons, of a moat cheerful dispo- 
sition, a first-rate wag^n-driver, fearless in the field, 
ever active, willing, and obliging : his loss to us all was 
very serious. I felt confounded and utterly sick in my 
heart; I could not remain at the wagons, so I re- 
solved to go after elcpliants to divert my mind. I had 
that morning heard them breaking the trees on the oppo- 
site side of the river. I accordingly told the natives of 
the village of my intentions ; and having ordered my 
people to devote the day to fortifying the kraal, I started 
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with Piet and Ruyter ae my after-ridera. It was a very 
cool day. Wc croased the river, and at once took up 
the fresh Epoor of a troop of hull elephants. These bulls 
unfortunately joined a troop of cowa, and when we came 
on them the doge attacked the cows, and the bulls were 
off in a moment, before we could even see them. One 
remarkably fine old cow charged the dogs. I hunted 
this cow, and finished her witli two shots from tlic saddle. 
Being anxious to return to ray people before night, I did 
not attempt to follow the troop. My followers were not 
a little gratified to see me returning, for terror bad 
taken hold of their minds, and they expected that the 
lion would return, and, emboldened by the success of the 
preceding night, would prove still more daring in bis 
attack. The Hon would most certainly have returned, 
but fate had utberwiae ordained. My health had been 
better in the last three days : my fever was leaving me, 
but I was, of course, still very weak. It would still be 
two faoure before the sun would set, and, feeling refreshed 
by a little rest, and able for further work, I ordered tlie 
steeds to be saddled, and went in search of the lion. 

I took John and Carey as afler-riders, armed, and a 
party of the na^ves followed up the spoor and led the 
do^. The lion had dragged the remains of poor Uen- 
drick along a native footpath that led up the river-side. 
We found fragments of bis coat all along the spoor, and 
at last the mangled coat itself. About six hundred yards 
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from our camp a dry river's course joined the Limpopo. 
At this spot was much shade, cover, and lieaps of dry 
reeds and trees deposited by the Limpopo in some great 
flood. The lion had left the footpath and entered this 
secluded spot. I at once felt convinced that we were 
upon him, and ordered the natives to make loose the dogs. 
These walked suspiciously forward on the spoor, and 
next minute began to spring about, barking angrily, with 
all their hair bristling on their backs : a crash upon the 
dry reeds immediately followed — it was the Hon bounding 
away. 

Several of the dogs were extremely afraid of him, and 
kept rushing continually backwards and springing aloft 
to obtain a view. I now pressed forward and urged them 
on ; old Argyll and Bles took up liis spoor in gallant 
style and led on the other dogs. Then commenced a 
short but lively and glorious chase, whose conclusion was 
the only small eatisfactiou that I could obtain to answer 
for the horrors of the preceding evening. The Hon held 
up the river's bank for a short distance and took 
away through some wait-a-bit thorn cover, the best he 
could find, but nevertheless open. Here, in two minutes, 
the dogs were up with him, and he turned and stood at 
bay. As I approached he stood, his horrid head right 
to me, with open jaws growling fiercely, his tail wa\'ing 
from side to ade. 

On beholding him my blood boiled with rage. 1 wished 
vou u. L 
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that I coold take him alive and torture him, and, setting 
my t«eth, I dashed my steed fomard within thirty yards 
of liim and atiouted, " Vour time is up, old fellow." I 
halted my horse, and, placing my rifle to my shoulder, I 
waited for a broadBide. Tliis, the next moment, he ex- 
posed, when I sent a bullet through his slioulder and 
dropped him on the spot. He rose, however, again, 
when I finished him with a second in the breast. The 
fiakalahari now came up in wonder and delight. I 
ordered John to cut off liis head and forepaws and bring 
them to the waggons, and mounting my horse I galloped 
home, having been absent about fifteen minutes. When 
Uie Bakalahari women heard that the man-eater was 
dead, they all commenced dancing about with joy, calling 
me their father. 

On the 6th of September, there being no flesh in 
oamp, I galloped up the river-side to slay a hippopo- 
tamus, and presently heard a troop of them chanting 
behind me : I had ridden past them and not observed 
them. With these I was unlucky : I womtded six or 
seven, but did not bag one ; they became very shy 
and cunning after the first shot, only protruding their 
Doses. At midday I returned to camp and drank tea, 
after which I galloped down the river to a favourite 
sea-cow pool about a mile below my waggons : I was 
accompanied by tiatives carrying my rifles. I found 
an immense herd of at least thirty hippopotami lyii^ 
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Upon the rocka in the middle of the river. I shot 
the best bull and two fine old cows, and wounded a 
fourth. The bull and the two cows soon floated, and 
all three rested together on a ledge of rocks in the middle 
of the river. I then sent for John and Adonis, and 
with the assistance of the Bakalahari wc got them intt> 
shallow water, where we could work upon them. 

I was occupied most of the next day in superintending 
the cutting up of the flesh of the sea-cows, and reducing 
the same to biltongue, wliich we hung in garlands 
upon ox-rheims stretched between the trees, surrounding 
them by a strong kraal of thoru-trees. 

In the evening a large ]>arty of Seleka's fiechuanas 
arrived at my camp. On the 8th one of my horses died of 
horse sickness ; it was of course my favourite, being my 
best shooting-fa orso. On reaching camp after my last 
hunting excursion, "Lion," my very best dog, was re- 
ported consumed by a huge crocodile, who frequented 
the spot where we drew water : for such little pleasing 
varieties the African hunter must make up his mind ; 
they are mere occurrences of every day. 

I saddled up at an early hour, and went in quest of 
elephants with Seleka's men. We crossed the Limpopo 
and then held east throu^ the forest for the strong 
fountain called Seboono. I was unlucky here, however, 
as I also was next day, although we hunted by a splendid 
fountain in a more southerly direction. When undei' 
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the mountains I met with the famous fly called " tsetse," 
whose bite is certain death to oxen and horses. This 
" hunter's scourge" is similar to a fly in Scotland called 
" kleg," hut a little smaller ; they are very quick and 
active, and storm a horse like a swarm of bees, alighting 
on him in hundreds and drinking his blood. The aoimat 
thus bitten pines away and dies at periods varying from 
a week to three months, according to the extent to 
which he has been bitten. 

On the 10th the chief Pocoolway arrived with a large 
retinue : he was a short stout man, of a prepossessing 
expression, and both in appearance and manner much 
reminded me of a certain Scottish Earl. 

After three or four days' unsuccessful hunting I re- 
solved on the I4th, tliere being good moonlight, to try 
what might be done with the elephants by night -shooting 
at the fountains, and I determined to make Carey shoot 
with me, he using the big rifle of sis to the pound, and I my 
single-barrelled two-grooved of eight to the pound, In tlic 
forenoon we were occupied making very hard bullets 
and sorting our ammunition, &c. &c,, for a week's ex- 
pedition, and at midday we started, followed by about 
Hxty natives. We crossed the Limpopo, and hold about 
east, right away through the furcst, for the fountain which 
I had visited on the 8th. On our line of march we found 
no fresh spoor : the day was extremely hot, and the shuf- 
fling Becbuauas chose to lag behind in the forest until 
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they lost me entirely, with the exception of three or four 
who kept up with Piet my afler-ridcr, carrying my gun, 
and leading " Filbert " and " Frochum," two of my best 
dogB. Not one of theee men knew the country, and they 
had no Bakalahari with them to act as guides. \^^en I 
reached tlie small fountain which lies west of the famous 
fountain for which I was steering, I told Piet to come on 
with the natives, and that I would ride ahead to the 
large fountain. I tlien galloped ahead, and made the 
fountain on its lee side. On slowly emerging from the 
thorny thicket through which I rode, I was astonished to 
behold two superb old bull elephants standing before me 
in the open space between the cover and the fountain. 
Both of them carried enormous tufks ; one bull however 
was muth taller and stouter than his comrade ; I had very 
rarely seen his match, and his tueks at once took my eye 
as being perhaps the finest I had ever beheld. ■ Here then 
was I Btjinding without gun or dogs, and with a very 
jaded steed, beside, as I afterwards had good reason to 
believe, the very best elephant in all that district, and in 
perhap many of the surrounding parts, I would have 
given anything at that moment for my guu and dogs. 

I felt much perplexed what to do, hut at length 1 
resolved that it was best to hold the elephants in my view, 
and in the event of their being started to endeavour to 
hold the larger bull in play, and hunt him always back 
toward the fountain, until assistance should arrive. It 
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was well that I came to so shrewd a resolution, for I bad 
not stood sentry over tbem for many minutes, when, some 
straggling par^ hanng inifsed the fountain, and passing 
to windward, they suddenly tossed up their trunke, and, 
snuffing the tainted gale, they crashed past me down-wind 
at top speed. 

Now came the tug of war. I had no child's play before 
me : alone and unasMSted, and on a very jaded steed, I 
had resolved to endeavour what no two of my men bad 
ever accomplished for me. I had not only to stick by the 
elephant wherever he chose to go, wliicb was all I re- 
quired of my people when endeavouring to assist me id 
my hunting, but I must also drive him back and keep 
him by the fountain, or else all my exertions would be 
fruitless. 

I had very slight hope of success, but he was well 
worthy of a tough struggle, and I determined that he 
should have it. I thought what my feelings would be that 
night by my fireside if I let him escape, and on tlie other 
hand how highly I should prize his noble trophies if I 
sacceeded. I at once dashed after him and separated 
him from his comrade. When he found that I had the 
speed of him he turned at once upon me and charged 
furiously back towards the fountain, after which he tried 
to conceal himself among the trees, and, having stood 
motionlees for some time with his head towards me, he 
wasfaed away through the forest to tbe southward. I woaa, 
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headed him again, yelling with all my might. Of courso 
another charge followed : I eventually managed however 
to drive him back close to the fountain ; BtiJi no assistance 
liove in sight. My after-rider, though he had \teen there 
l)efore, had missed the fountain. It was he and the 
natives with him who had started the elephants : they had 
crossed the fountain to windward, and were wandering 
about witli my gun and dogtj some miles beyond me. 

It were long to describe all the turns and twists I bad 
witli this princely old bull. I certamly did my duty, 
and stuck by him like a good old deer-houad by his 
stag. At length llie elephant became extremely fierce, 
following up Ms charges witli most determined intent to 
crush me and my steed, which, at first very much jaded, 
wafi now so completely done up that he could barely hold 
his own. I myself felt much exhausted, and my throat 
was becoming so sore and hoarse that my shouting was 
for the present nearing to a close. In tliis state of things 
I could not have held him much longer. Uelp was, how- 
ever, at hand. Carey and Mutehuisho, with a large 
party of the natives, were at this moment carefully fol- 
lowing up the spoor of my horse where I had first ridden 
ahead to the fountain, and were passing a considerable 
distance to leeward of where I was at bay, or rather, I 
should say, baying, when my hoarse voice fell on Carey's 
ear, and he instantly called silence among the natives and 
sat listciung in his saddle. A second time my voice fell 
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on hiB ear, and he at once held Jbrward ri^t for me, 
contrary to the opinion of the thick-headed natives, who 
Bwore that the voice came from behind. 

Fortunately at this very moment the elephant made a 
Furious cliarge after me, accompanied by a tremendous 
tnim|)et wluch at once sealed his fate. They all heard 
it, and " Cooley " and *' Aflriar," two right good d<^s, 
were instantly released from the couples and flew to my 
aseiatance, followed by Carey and the natives. Right 
glad was I when I saw black Cooley come up to help 
me. I at once felt that the elephant was mine, being cer- 
tain that further assistance was at hand, and, with revived 
spirits, I yelled witli all my might. In two minutes up 
came Carey on horseback, but without a gun, I called 
out to him, " For God's sake, Carey, bring mc a gun I 
here is the finest elephant in Africa ; I have held him at 
bay and fought with him for nearly two hours." Carey 
rode back and brought me his single-barrelled smootti 
bore, carrying twelve to the pound, and gave me eight 
bullets out of his belt, expressing immense regret that my 
gun was not forthcoming. Carey had always an absnrd 
idea tliat his gun could not kill an elephant : to-day, 
however, it was in other hands. " My good fellow," 1 
said, " it is all right ; the elephant is ours." 

I then opened my fire on him from the saddle. I 
pat my seventh bullet through hU heart: on receiving 
it he made a short charge and stood trembling for a 
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few seconds, when he fell forward on his bresst and so 
lay ; but evincing a desire to alter his position, which 
waa a very good one for cutting out the teeth, I dis- 
mounted, and, going close up to him, I put two bullets 
into his ear, when he expired. The tusks of this elephant 
equalled my expectations ; one of them, as uaual, was 
mure perfect than its fellow. I had never seen their 
match but once. On reviewing the whole afternoon's work, 
I coogidered myself extremely fortunate in capturing this 
noble prize, and I felt most gratified with the satisfactory 
termination of my exertions. Piet and bis party heard 
my shots, and they presently came up to us ; coffee and 
other good things were soon spread out on a sheep-skin, 
and a comfortable sofa being quickly constructed of soft 
gra^ covered with a kaross, I lay down to rest, the hap- 
piest of the happy. 

The 15th waa an extremely hot day. Carey and I 
were occupied all the morning cutting out the tusks of the 
big bull elephant ; we took particular care not to let the 
blood fall upon them. In the evening we made hiding- 
places beside the fountain from which to shoot elephants, 
and whtu the sun went dovm we returned thither and took 
up our positions for the night. Unfortunately the dead 
elephant lay directly to windward of the southern margin 
of the fountain, cm which side were all the best elephanl- 
fbotpaths. The consequence waa that every elephant as 
he came up got tlie wind of the natives and turned right 
l3 
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ubout. Lute iu tlie night a troop of eight or ten bull ele- 
pbiuits walked slowly acTOse the vicy with their heads to 
the north. I rushed forward to get before them in the 
wind, and miming down the edge of the thorn cover I 
got within thirty yards of the htst hull, which was the best 
in the troop. Observing me move, he stood with his tusks 
up and his head directed towards me in a very suspicious 
maimer for two niinutt-s, when bis fears died away, and he 
turned to me his left side. I then gave him a deadly shot 
which brought blood frum his trunk, as I ascertfuned next 
day. Ketuniiug fWim firing at him I met C'ai'ey ; his 
pluck had failed him, and he had dropped behind. On 
upbraiding him for not standing by me, be swore stoutly 
that he had stuck in the mud i as we had to croes a hog 
below the fountain in running for the shot. I thought this 
was good, and I said to myself, " 1 iiuve got a name for 
you at last." But Carey was a good servant, and very 
attentive to me throughout my expedition. 

The next morning I and Mutchuislio took up the spoor 
of my wounded elephant. He had gone off very slowly, 
with blood running from his trunk. After following the 
spoor some distance we lost it amongst others, and we 
then gave it up. I sent Carey to the waggons with the 
teeth, to act as escort, they being well worthy of an 
escort, and at night I watched tlie fountain along with 
three Bakalahari. We hod not hcen long on the watch 
before three enormous old hull-elephants came ; and, after 
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much hesitation, and walking once or twice round the 
water, they came bi and commenced drinking. I lay 
close to the edge of the fountain in a little hollow. The 
elephants came in to drink on the north side of a run 
which led away from the fountain, and I lay on the south 
side of it. Suddenly the finest bull of the three walked 
boldly through the run and came straight forward to where 
I lay. If I had remained still he would have walked 
upon me ; but when ho came within six or eight yards I . 
gave a loud cough, upon which he tossed his head alofl 
and gave me a broadside, exposing his left side. I then 
gave him a shot from the big two-gronved rifle, and he 
dashed off with his two comrades in immense consterna- 
tion, holding for the Limpopo. 

Hie next day one of my steeds died of " tsetse." He 
had been bitten under the mountain range lying to the 
south of this fountain. The bead and body of the poor 
animal swelled up in a most distressing maimer before 
he died. Ilis eyes were so swollen that he could not see, 
and in darkness he neighed for bis comrades who stood 
feeding beside him. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

pBspaa Fimnlaiti — Walch by Mooniifdit frotn a Rliooting-hoie — 
Iteuiarkable SJporl with Elephants — Four bagged anil eight 
mortally wouudeil in oav night — Elephant-huiiliug with Horse 
and Dogs by Moonlight — A Troop of Lions — The Vulture* 
with the ahadowy Winga — Another Dog snapped up by a Cro- 
oodile — The Skeleton of an Elephant shot by uie discovered 
— The Tusks being gone, strong meMures are adopted for their 
recovery. 

On the 17tli of September 1 resolved to leave the foun- 
tain of beboono, as it was much disturljed, and to 
proceed with a few Bakalahari to a small yet famous 
water about sis railea to the soutli-east. We accordingly 
saddled up and held thither. On reaching this fountaiD, 
which is called by the natives "Paapaa," I foiuid the 
numerous footpaths leading to it covered, as I had anti- 
cipated, with tresh spoor of elephant and rhinoceros. 1 
then at once proceeded to study the best spot on which 
to make our shooting-hole for the night. It would be 
impossible to prevent some of the game from getting 
our wind, for the footpaths led to it from every side. The 
prevailing wind was from the east, so I pitched upon 
the soulh-west comer of the fountain. The water was 
not more than twenty yards long and ten yards broad. 
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The weat side wae bounded by tufous rock which rose ab- 
ruptly from tlie water about five feet high. The top of 
this rock waa level with the surrounding vley, and here 
all the elephants drank as if suspicious of treading on the 
muddy margin on tlie other three sides of the fountam. 
I made oiu" shooting-box within six or eight yards of the 
water, constructing it in a circular form, of bushes packed 
together so as to form a hedge about three feet high. 
On the top of the hedge I placed heavy dead old branches 
of trees, so as to form a fine clear rest for our riSes ; 
these clean old braucbes were all lashed firmly together 
with strips of thorn bark. All being completed, I took 
the Bakalabari and our steeds to a shady tree, about a 
quarter of a uiile to leeward of the fountain, where we 
formed a kraal and ofi'-saddled. This day was particu- 
larly adapted to bring game to the water, the sun being 
extremely powerful, and a hot dry wind prevailing all 
the afternoon. I told Carey that we were certdn of 
having a good night's sport, and I was right, for we un- 
doubtedly liad about the finest night's sport and the most 
wonderful that was ever enjoyed bj man. 

A little before the sun went down, leaving om- kraal, 
we held to the fountain, having with us our heavy-me- 
tailed rifles, karosses, aud two Bakiilahari. We also 
liad two small guns, my double - barrelled ^^'^estley 
Ricliards, and Carey's single- barrelled guin. As we 
approached the fountain, a stately bull giraffe stood 
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before us ; the heat of the day had brought bim thither, 
but he feared to go in and drmk ; on observing ua he 
walked slowly away- Two jacltals were next detected. 
Guinea fowl, partridges, two or three sorts of pigeon and 
turtle-dove, and small birds in couutless tUousands, were 
pouring in to drink Irom every airt, as we walked up to 
our hiding-place and lay down. In a few niiuutea the 
sun wa^ under; but the moon was strong and high (it 
being within three nights of the full), and the sky was 
clear, with scarcely a eloud. Very soon a step was 
heard approaching from the east ; it was a pi<esuaung 
black rhinoceros. He came up within ten yards of the 
hiding-hole, and, observing us with Iiis sharp prying eye, 
he at once came slowly forward for a nearer inspection. 
I then shouted to bim ; but this be did not heed in die 
slightest. I then sprang up and waved my large karocd, 
shouting at tlie same time. This, however, only tteemod 
to amuse Borele, for he stood withlu four yards of us, with 
his horn threatening our momentary destruction, nor 
would he wheel about until I threw a log of wood at him. 
Black rhinoceroses are very difficult to scare when they do 
not get the wind ; the best way to do go is to hit them 
with a stone, — that is, in the event of tlie sportsman not 
wishing to &re off Ins gun. 

Soon after Borele departed four old bull elephants 
drew near from the south. They were coming right 
un for the ^t where we lay, and they seemed very likely 
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to walk over the top of ub. We therefore placed our two 
big rides in poBitiun, and awaited tiielr forward move- 
lueut with intense interest. On they came with a bIow 
and stately step, until within twenty yards of ub, 
when the leading elephant took it into his head to pass 
to leeward. We let him come ou until be got our wind ; 
he was tlieu within ten yardti of the muzzles of our beavy- 
metalled riAes ; on winding us he tossed his trunk aloft, 
and we instantly fired together. I caught him some- 
where about the heart, and my big six-pound rifle burst in 
Carey's hands, very nearly killing us both, Tlie elephant 
on being fired at wheeled about, aud retreated to the 
forest at top speed. I now directed " Stick-in-the-mud " 
to make Use of his smgle-barrelled twelve to the pound, in 
die event of more elephants coming up ; and thanking my 
stars that the old Dutch rifle had not sent us both to the 
land of the leal, I sat down and watched the dark masses 
of trees that cut the sky on every side, in the hope of 
seeing a masa as high and wide come towering forward 
into the open space that surrounded the fountain. 

Nor did I watch long in vain, for very soon three 
princely bull elephants appeared exactly where tlie first 
came on, and holding exactly the same course. They 
approached just as the first bad done. When the leading 
elephant came within ten yards of ua he got our wind, 
and tossed up his trunk, and was wheeling round to 
retreatf when we fired together and sent our bullets some- 
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where about his heart. He ran two hundred yards and 
then stood, being evidently dying. His comrades halted 
likewise, but one of them, the finest of the three, almost 
immediately turned his head once more to the fountain, 
and very slowly and warily came on. We now heard the 
wounded elephant utter the cry of death, and fall heavily 
on the earth. Carey, whose ears were damaged by the 
bursting of the big riSe, did not catch this sound, but 
swore that the elephant which now so stealthily approached 
the water was the one at which we had fired. 

It was interesting to observe this grand old bull 
approadi the fountain : he seemed to mistrust the very 
earth on which he stood, and smelt and examined witli 
his trunk every yard of the ground before he trod on it, 
and sometimes stood five minutes on one spot without 
moving. At length, having gone round three sides 
of the fountain, and being apparently satisfied as to 
the correctness of everything, he stepped Ixildly for- 
ward on to the rock on the west, and, walking up 
within six or seven yards of the muzzles of our rifles, he 
turned hb broadside, and, lowering his tnmk into the 
water, drew up a volume of water, which ho threw over 
his back and shoulders to cool his person. This operation 
he repeated two or three times, after which he com- 
menced diiuking, by drawing the water into his trunk 
and then pouring it into his mouth. I determined to 
break his leg if possible, so, covering the limb about level 
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with the lower line of hia hody, I fired, Carey firing for 
his heart. I made a lucky shot ; and tia the elephant 
turned and attempted to make away, his leg hroke with 
a load crack, and he stood upon his three sound ones. 
At once disabled and utterly incapable of escaping, he 
stood GtatuG-like beside the fountain, within a few yards of 
where he had got the shot, and only occasionally made an 
attempt at locomotion. 

The patch of my rifle fired at this elephant's comrade 
had ignited a large ball of dry old dung, about eight 
yards to leeward of our kraal, and, fanned by the breeze, 
it was now burning away very brightly, the sparks flying 
in the wind. Presently, on looking about me, I beheld 
two bull elephants approaching by the self-same footpath 
which the others had held. The first of these was a 
half-grown bull, the last was an out-and-out old fellow 
with enormous tusks. They came on as the first had 
done, but seemed inclined to pass to windward of us. 
The young bull however observed the fire j he at once 
walked up to it, and smelling at it with liis trunk 
he seemed extremely amused, and in a gambolling hu- 
mour threw bis trunk about, as if not knowing what to 
think of it. The larger bull now came up, and exposed 
a fine broadside : we took him behind the shoulder and 
fired together : on receiving the shots he wheeled about 
and held west with drooping ears, evidently mortally 
wounded. 
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Some time after this I detected an enormous old bull 
elephant approaching from the west If we lay still where 
we were, he must in a few minutes get our wind, ao we 
jumped up and ran forward out of his line of march. 
Here a borele opposed our fartlier progress, and we iiad 
to stone him out of our way. The elephant came on, 
and presently got the wind of where we had been lying. 
This at once seemed to awake his suspicions, for be 
stood still among the trees, stretching his trunk from 
«de to side to catch the scent, and doubtful whether he 
should advance or retreat. We then ran towards him, 
and stalked in within forty yards of where he stood, and 
taking up a positiou behind a. bush awaited his forward 
movement. The elephant came slowly forward, and I 
thought would pass to windward of us, when he suddenly 
altered his course, and walked boldly forwai'd right for 
where we stood. He came on until within seven or eight 
yardfl, wbeu I coaled loudly to turn liim. He tossed up 
his trunk and turned quickly round to fly ; as lie turned, 
however, we fired together, when the elephant uttered 
a shrill cry of distress, and craslied away evidently hard 
hit. Wheu this bull was standing before us, we both 
remarked that he was the finest we had seen that lught : 
his tusks were extremely long, thick, and very unusually 
wide aet 

We now returned to the fountain, and once more lay down 
to watch. Rhinoceroses, both black and white, were parad- 
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ing arouiui us all night in every direction. We had laiu 
but a abort Uine when I detected a. ^ngle old bull elephant 
approaching from the south by the same path wliich all 
the ottiera bad held. This elephant must have been very 
thirsty, for he came boldly on without any hesitation, and, 
keeping to windward, be walked past within about eight 
yards of us. We fired at the same moment ; the ele~ 
[disnt wheeled about, and after running a hundred yards 
reduced his pace to a slow walk. I cla]>ped Carey on the 
shoulder, and said, " We have him." I had hardly uttered 
the wcrds when he fell over on his side ; he rose however 
again to his feet. At this moment the same presuming 
borele who had troubled us iu the early part of the night 
came up to us again, and, declining as before to depart 
by gentle hints, I thought it a fitting moment to put an 
end to his intruaon, and accordingly gave him a bail 
behind the shoulder. On receiving it he galloped off 
in tremendous couBtemation, and passed close under the 
dying elephant, who at the moment fell dead with a heavy 
crash, and broke one of his bind legs under him in the 
faU. 

About an hour after two more elephants came lowering 
on from the east When tliey came up they stood for a 
long time motjoidess within forty yards of the water ; and at 
length the finer of tlie two, which was a very firat-rate old 
bull, and carrying immense tusks, walked boldly forward, 
and, pasung round ihe nortli side of the fountain, com- 
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menced drinking on the rock just as the crippled bull had 
done. We both fired together, holding for his heart ; the 
hulletfi muBt have gone nearly through him, for we had 
double charges of powder in our weapons. On receiving 
the shots he dropped a volume of water from bis trunk, 
and, tossing it aloft, uttered a loud cry and made off, 
steering north ; but beibre be was out of our sight he 
reduced his pace to a slow walk, and I could quite plenty 
hear, by the loud painful breathing tlirough his trunk, that 
he was mortally wounded ; but whether the natives were too 
lazy t« seek him, or having found him would not tell me, 
I know not, but I never got bim. We shot another bull 
elephant shortly after this ; he too uttered a shrill cry, and 
went off holding the same course the last one did ; liiat 
was, however, all that I ever saw of him. 

It was now wearing on towards morning : the moon was 
low and tlie sky was cloudy ; and feeling very sleepy, I 
set the two Bakalahari to watch whilst I lay down to 
rest. Carey was already enjoying a sound sleep, and 
snoring loudly. I had lain nearly an hour, and was neither 
waking nor sleeping, when the Bakalahari whispered " Clou 
toona, macoa," which signifies "Bull elephants, white 
man." I sat up on my karose, and beheld three old bulls 
approaching from the west. At this moment there was 
a death-like calm in the atmosphere, and the sky looked 
very threatening all along the mountain range which bounds 
this favourite elephant district on the south-west I 
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greatly feared a thunder-storm. Suddenly a breeze came 
uhiatling from the mountains, and gave these three ele- 
phants our wind. Wc then left the fountain and held to 
our waggons, where we slept till the sun rose. 

When the sun rose I proceeded with the Bakalahari 
to inspect the spoors of the wounded elephants. I was 
struck with astonishment when I thought over our night's 
sport: nine times had first-rate old bull elephants come 
up to drink, and we had tired at eight of these at dis- 
tances of from six to ten yards, with cool steady rests. 
Two of them lay dead beside the fountain ; another had 
a broken leg, and could not escape ; and the only one 
which we imagined hud escaped was the bull with the 
wide-set tusks, which we both felt certain was wounded 
too far back in the body. The event, however, proved 
that our expectations were incorrect, for that afternoon 
wc found this princely elephant lying dead very near our 
kraal. Both our shots were very far back, wounding him 
somewhere about the kidneys. We never saw anything 
of the four other elephants shot by us. The bull with 
the broken leg had gone nearly a. mile from the fountain 
when we came up to him. At first he made vain attempts 
to escape, and then to charge ; but finding he could 
neither escape nor catch any of us, he stood at bay beside 
a tree, and my after-riders began to aGsail him. It was 
curious to watch bis movements as the boys, at about 
twenty yards distance, pelted bim with sticks, &c. Each 
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UuBg as it was throwD be took up aod hurled back at 
tfaeni. When, however, dry balls of elephanta' dung 
were pitched at him, he contented himself with smelling 
at them with his trunk. At length, wishing to put an end 
to bis existence, I gave him four shots behind the shoulder, 
when he at once exhibited signs of distress ; water ran frum 
his eyes, and he could barely keep them open ; presently 
his gigantic form quivered, and, falling over, he expired. 
At night we again watched the fountain. Only one ele- 
phant appeared ; late in the night he came up to leeward, 
and got our wind. I, however, shot two fine old mu- 
chocho, or white rhinoceroses, and wounded two or three 
borele, which were found by the natives. 

On the liltli I proceedi.'d with Carey and Piet, and a 
few Bakalahiri, to a small fountain lying one mile to the 
south : here we made two s boo ting-boxes of boughs of 
trees. There were three pools at which the game drank, 
the largest not being more than twelve feet in breadth. 
I and Carey at night shot one fine bull elephant and four 
rhinoceroses, wounding two others, which escaped. On 
tlic night following we also wounded two elephants, which 
got away. 

The next night I put in practice a novel experiment I 
had long entertained — that of bunting elephants by moon- 
light nnth dogs and horses, as in the day, being rery 
much annoyed at wounding and lo^ng in the last week 
no less than ten fir3t-rat« old bull elephants. I comma- 
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nicated my idea to " Stick-in-the-inud," and we hastily 
proceeded to saddle my steed. I led my dogs, eight 
in number, through the forest to leeward of where a 
hull who had come to the fountain to drink had gone 
in, and when I saw that they had got his wind I slipped 
them. They dashed forward, and next minute I followed 
the baying of the dogs and the era^h and the trumpet of 
the elephant. He niahed away at first without halting, 
and held right for the mountains to the south-west. 
When, however, he found that his speed did not avail, 
and that he could not get away fi'om hia pursuers, he 
began to ttini and doilge about in the thickest of the 
cover, occasionally making charges after the dogs. I 
followed on as best I could, shouting with all my might 
to encourage my good hounds. These, hearing their 
master's voice beside them, stuck well by ilie elephant, 
and fought him better than in the day. I gave him my 
first two shots from the saddle ; after which I rode close 
up to him, and, running in on foot, I gave him some 
deadly shots at distances of from fifteen to twenty yards. 
The elephant very soon evinced signs of distress, and 
ceased to make away &om us. Taking up poiiitions in 
the densest parts of the cover, lie caught up the red dust 
with his trunk, and, throwing it over his head and back, 
endeavoured to conceal himself in a cloud. This was 
a line opportunity to pour in my deadly shafts, and I 
took caro to avail myself of it. When he had received 
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about twelve shots be walked alowly forward in a dying 
state, the blood streaming from his trunk. I rode close 
up to him, and gave )iim a sharp right and left from 
the saddle : he turned and walked a few yards, then 
suddenly came down with tremendous violence on bia 
vast stem, pitching hts head and trunk aloft to a pro- 
di^ouB height, and, falling heavily over on his side, be 
expired. This was an extremely large and handsome 
elephant, decidedly the finest bull I had shot this year. 
Afraid of taking cold or rheumatism, for I was in a 
mo^t profuse perspiration, 1 hastened back to my fireside, 
having first secured all the dogs in their couples. Here 
1 divested myself of my leather trousers, shooting-belt. 
and veldt-schoens, and, stretched on my karoea, I took 
tea, and wondered at the facility with which I had cai>- 
tured this mighty elephant 

Feeling fatigued, I intended to lie down and rest till 
morning. Just, however, as I was arranging my saddles 
for a pillow, I beheld another first-rate old bull elephant 
advancing up the vley from the south. I at once resolved 
that he, too, should run the gauntlet with the dogs. 
Id immense haste, therefore, I once more pulled on my 
old leathers, and buckled on my shooting-belt ; and ran 
down into the rank long grass beside the fountain to 
meet him, armed with the large two-grooved rifle, having 
directed Carey and Piet to come slowly up with the 
dogs and my horse and gun as soon as they were ready. 
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Tfie elephant came on, and stood drinking within tliirty 
yards of me. When I saw Caiey coming on willi the 
dngH and Bleed I fired, but my rifle hung fire. The 
shot, however, gave the dogs good courage, and they 
fought well. The elepliant took away at a rapid paee 
toward the other fountain where the Bechuanas lay, and 
at first led me through very bad wait-a-bit thorn cover, 
which once or twice nearly swept me out of the saddle. 
Presently he inclined to the west, and got into better 
counlry ; I then rode close to him, and howled him over 
with four Bhots 

The next morning, my ammunition being expended, 
or very nearly so, I despatched Carey to camp for fresli 
supplies. When he was gone I walked through the 
forest, when I observed " Frochum" snuff up the wind 
and go ahead. I soon saw him returning, with two 
jackals trotting behind him, so I at once knew that there 
was some game lying dead in advance. When I had 
proceeded a little farther the dogs ran forward, and 
next moment a rush of many feet was heard charging 
towards where I stood. It was a troop of half-grown 
lions, with a lioness ; which dashed past me, followed by 
the dogs. They had been feasting on a white rhinoceros, 
shot by me two nights previously, which I found lying a 
little in advance. Beside the carcase stood a fine fat 
calf— the poor thing, no doubt, fancying that its mother 
sJept ; heedle^ of lions, and all the other creatures that 
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Whilv rerigw ln g MTcattraor di a ai ygood fatuae dariag 
the Ustveek'ehmKn^lraald not bdp deqJj r^ rttia g 
that I h&d not earlier tbot^t of poiMiii^ tlie Lk|lll*ll 
at night with dogs and bones : if I had wniwarBd wiA 
the ilogs oolyaveek Boa(ier,Ini^ hare bilged d^^ar 
' ten first-rate bulls, vUch I knew vere inortall/ woonded, 
but were, tKTcrtfaete^ not rortfacosuug. The ivory of 
tbese elephants would have Itroogfat me io upwards of 
200/. ; and it was Texiog to think that many, if not aO 
of them, were lying rotting in the surrounding forest. 
My only chance of finding them was by watching the 
Tidtura ; but these birdii, knowing that they cannot 
bmak the skin of the larger game, preferred remaitnng 
above and around the Bcchuanas, where tlie butchering 
was going briakly forward. They perched in groups upon 
Ilie (till branches of die larger trees, or darkened the 
in hundreds with their broad and sliadowy winga. 

While, however, I mourned the locs of these wounded 
c1ephBiit«, I reckoned that I had been favoured with im- 
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inense good fortune in many instances during the paet 
wetik. Ever intont upon embellisliing and increasing 
ray princely collection of African hunting trophies, I 
placed great value upon any speciraen I happened to 
shoot which I thought worth adorning it. Thus I neg- 
lected my real interest ; and instead of devoting niy 
attention to rendering my expedition profitable, I allowed 
this very necessary part of the business to remain quite a 
secondary consideration. Thus, when I shot an ordinary 
bull elephant, I was accustomed to say to myself, " Ab I 
a good bull ; tusks at least fifty poimds each ; 4s. &d. a 
pound ; bring me in 221. IOji. Capital day's work ; help to 
pay for the two horses that died last week, or the four that 
are bitten with ' tsetse,' and must die in a week or 
two." But if, on the other hand, I shot an elephant 
with a pair of tusks of unusual size, perfection, or beauty, 
I at once devoted tliem to my collection, and valued 
tbem at a tenfold price. Tliis, then, was one thing 
in which I reckoned I had been extremely fortunate 
— I had secured the 6ncst tusks in all that neat of palft- 
archial old bulls which I had so sadly cut up in one short 
week, and which perliaps the summers of a century had 
seen roaming through these boimdleas forests in peaceful 
security. 

The night-shooting being at an end, on the 23rd I 
retraced my steps to the dead elephants, to assist Carey 
in superintending the cutting out of the ivory, and in 
m2 
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the mne alooe widi oar a^plj of Eu and ledi 
to tbe ngigDos. Esrij id the aftemocB we had got aO 
n»d; fiir a ttut. Tie Becfanana eapbins who woe 
there, sad had appropriated mj e1e|^iants and tIuii»- 
GCrosei, aad nearly all the Ut, then brou^t Dp about 
fifty men, wbo i^iouldered my impedimenta, aud we 
marchL-d fin- camp. Carej went in front, I rode in 
the middle, and ray aftCT-ridere brought up the roar. 
Thi« long line of nnked savages threading the mazcii of 
tlic forcwt, and ht-ariiig home the spoils of a few days' 
hunting, formed a truly interesting and unusual pic- 
ture. Every man that was there carried something of 
mine : some led the dogs, some carried the guns and 
extra aintnunition, some cooVing-vessels, axes, sickles, 
water-calilinslms, provieions, rhinoceroses' horns, the ele- 
phant's tfieth, and an imtnenBe supply of flesh and 
fill, &c. &c. Wc made the Limpopo as the sun went 
down, which ve crossL^d all right, and brought everything 
^iifi' to cjimp. I made other excursions from this encarap- 
iiient in ipiest of elephants, in which I was very Buccesafijl; 
hut ajt tliey did not differ in their details from tlie many 
already de«erii>ed. 1 sIihII not run the risk of wearying 
my reader with an aecount of Hiem. 

On tlic SOtii one of tliosc minor aeeidenta occurred 
which tlie hunter in those parts must l-e preparwi con- 
tinually to enrounter. As I awoke that nioming I beard 
A iicn>Ri» which denoted that " Prince," a most worthlen 
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dog, was consumed by a crocodile. There were several 
of these terrible animals frequenting the stUI deep 
stream beside which we lay. They seemed ever to be 
on the look-out for prey, and I have not the slightest 
doubt they would have taken one of us if wc had ven- 
tured in. 

On the 2nd of October, in the morning, we packed 
the cap-tent waggon, and stowed carefully away in 
grass my favourite tusks, which I intended to keep as 
specimens. 

The next afternoon, whilst making for the fountain 
called Setoqiie, accompanied by Kapain and a party 
from Bamangw.ito, I observed a number of crows and 
ndtures, and came across the spoor of a party of Baka- 
lahari. I at ouce felt convinced that one of my wounded 
elephants lay rotting near me, but, tlic sun being nearly 
under, I did not then wiut, resolving to seek it at 
another time ; Kapain promised to send two of his com- 
panions early next morning to see if I had not eunnisud 
correctly. These men next day arrived, bearing some 
putrid fat which they had got from the Bakalahari ; and 
I at once said, "Oh, you have found my dead elephant?" 
They answered, " Yes, but the tusks are stolen." They 
also said that they had not seen any others of their tribe, 
but that they had cut that fat out of the elephant. 
Kapain then promised me to do his best to recover the 
ivory for me ; but I found out, very soon afterwards, that 
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be was [^jring nte fidse. Next day I etiot an old bull 
elephant. 

On the 5th I began to think of hunting no more aenm 
the Limpopo, as the season of rain was np ; and any day 
I mif!^ come to the river, returning from hunting, and 
find myself cut off from camp by a migbty stream, vbidi 
would probably remain impassable for months. I also 
wished to aave, if posable, one or two of my horses (rom 
tfie " tsetse," as my stud was now reduced to five. I 
therefore resolved to retnm at once to camp, and cross 
the Limpopo no more. After an early breakfast I 
marehed thither, with thirteen Bechuanas bearing the 
toaks, flosli, &c. 

On my way I visited the remains of the elephant which 
Kapain'fl men had found : it was the carcase of an cnor^ 
mouB old bull, no doubt the elephant which I had firet 
shot on the ni^t of the 16th of last month, fori had 
followed his spoor to witliin half a mile of the spot. His 
tusks were stolen as reported ; they had not been cut out, 
hut drawn. TTie skull remained perfect, and waa finely 
cleaned by hyirnaa, vnltures, and insects. On beholding 
the careasc. I at once knew that Kapain had lied in saying 
that Ilia men had cut the fat T saw with them out of the 
elephant, for it was evident that all flesh and fat had 
been at an end many days previously : the tusks, however, 
had finite lately been drawn, perhaps on tlie preceding 
day. I felt quite certain that Kiipain was deceiving me, 
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SO I at once charged him with falsehood, and resolved 
in my own mind to take some very Btrong measures for 
the recovery of the tuBks. I suspected that a tribe of 
Bakalahari who lived not far from the elephant, upon the 
river, knew all about the tusks, for there were no other 
natives in that district ; so I resolved to ride to the village 
early next morn, aud threaten to shoot the chief if the 
teeth did not quickly appear. 

Accordingly, on the moniing of the 6th, before it was 
dear, four atceda were saddled ; and having taken cofiee, 
I crossed the Limpopo, accompanied by Carey, John, and 
Piet, bearing double-barrelled guns, and held down the 
river-side for the Bakalahari village, which we made in 
about an hour. As soon as I observed the houses I dashed 
across tlieir corn-lands at a racing pace, and was standing 
in the middle of the natives before they were aware of 
my approach. 

The chief whom I wanted sat in the forum witli moat 
of his men, so, dismoun^ng from my horse, I walked up to 
them, and sat down on the ground in native custom, and, 
taking snuff myself, I handed it round. While I was 
doing this, John and Carey, armed, occupied the two 
places of exit from the forum. I sat silent for a little, 
and then said, " My heart is very bitter with the chief of 
tliis village. You were hungry, and I killed much flesh 
and fat for you. 1 told you that many of my elephants 
were lying dead, and that I wanted their teeth. You 
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promised me to watch ttie vultures, and bring lue the 
teeth. I have traced your spoor home from one of these 
elephants. Why did the tusks not come to my wagons? 
I du not want to shed your blood, but I require the teeth 
to be hiid immediately before me." 

ITiey all immediately exclaimed, " The teeth are 
forthcoming, they are fiirtlicoming i wait a little, chief 
of the wlute men. We saw the Tultures, and hid 
the teetli for you." I was delighted to hear this, 
but I pretended still to be very angry, and answered, 
"My heart is still very bitter, for you should have 
brougbt the teeth at once to me, and not caused me 
to come with guns to seek my teetb." Tlie chief then 
at once despatched five or six active men to bring the 
teeth ; and Bcchuana beer and porridge were placed 
before me. In au hour the men returned, bearing the 
tusks of my lost elephant. I was right glad to see them ; 
they were immense teeth, and very finely ari-hed, end 
almost perfect. I then chose some skins of koodoo and 
blue wildebeests out of their kraals for packing my ivory in 
the waggons, for which I promised thein beads ; after which 
I returned to mmp, the natives going before me, bearing 
the teeth and ^kins. These men bad drawn the tusks, and 
concealed Ihem soraeviherc close to the carcase of the ele- 
phant. Here they would most probably have been con- 
cealed until I had left the country, when they would Itave 
forwarded thera to tlieir chief. Just as wc reached the 
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drift we met a atring of natives returning from my laat 
elephant, bearing flesh and fat. This was a fine oppor- 
tunity for a seizure. I selected several large bund'es 
of the flesh and some fat, and marched the same to 
camp on the shoulders of the Bakalahari, along with the 
ivory. When Kapmn saw us arriie at camp, he was 
utterly confounded, and began to abuse the Bakalahan ; 
thereupon I bundled him out of the kraal. In the after- 
noon we packed the ivory in the baggage- waggon ; it had 
hitherto lain looae in the kraal. There were fifty-three 
tusks of bull, and seventeen tusks of cow elephants. 
Three pairs of these bulla' teeth I intended to keep in 
my colleclion ; in the cap-tent waggon were seven pairs 
of picked bulls' tusks, and two pairs of cow-elephanta' 
tusks : all of which I likewise devoted to my collection. 
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CHAPTER XXrX. 

We march np the Limpoi)o — The Guaim Mountain* — Immenao 
variety of Game — Stalk and shoot two Sahla AntelopeR — 
Several Houiiils lost — Boniantic Ravine iu tha Guaja Woun- 
tain* — My Farest Hime — Bucl: Koodooa — Stalking SabV 
Antelopea — Two of my Horses die from Taetee — Continiii.' 
irar March — Countless Herds of Game. 



Ox the morning of the 8tli of October we packed the 
waggons, and about midday inspanned, and lefl tbe 
Bakalahari village, where we had lain for nearly ax 
weeks. Tlie old chief of these Bakalahari looked ex- 
tremely downhearted when he saw us preparing to depart ; 
and could hardly refrain from crying. I had come there 
aad found them starving ; but ever since ray arrival they 
had had more good flesh and fat thaji they could eat. 
I had also employed the women to stamp my barley 
and Bechuana com, and had always rewarded them 
liberally with beads, which they made into native orna- 
ments, and with which they adorned their persons. The 
old chief wa£ distinguished hy a snake-skin, which he 
wore round his head. I gave him some presents at 
parting, and we then trekked, holding up the riTer. 
but at a considerable distance from it, the IJmpopo 
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having at this part a very considerable bend. In the 
evening we came again upon the river, and halted at our 
old kraal, where I had been troubled with lions on the 5th 
of August. On the march I lost " Ai^ll," my best dog, 
of whom I have often made mention in former expedi- 
tions, he having weathered my two campaigns in the 
Bamangwato country. He was strangled on tJie trap of 
the waggon, where he was coupled along with the other 
dogs, I now resolved tu leave the Limpopo, and explore 
the country in a north-westerly direction. I was accom- 
panied by a large body of Sicomy's men. These scoun- 
drels would not give me any information either a& to 
water or elephants, excepting in one direction which 
suited themselves, invariably answering my quL'stions 
with, " There is no water in that direction ; there arc no 
elephants there." Thus I was left entirely in the dark 
how to proceed, and was obliged to use my own discretion. 
About due north-west from where we lay, a bold moun- 
tain range rose blue above the forest. Thither in the 
morning I directed our course, and in tlie evening we 
halli'd at a small vley, which I found by following an 
elephant footjfath ; the rascally Bechuanaa swearing that 
we should not find water till sundown next day. On the 
march we started an ostrich from her nest, in which wc 
found sixteen large serviceable eggs. The country through 
which we passed was very soft and sandy, tlie forest often 
w dense as to compel us to halt and use our ascB. 
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On Ibe 13th we reached a strong succe?sion of foun- 
tains, forming a running stream of pure water. Here 
the country became extremely beautiful ; a very wide 
and finely wooded valley Wretched away into the bosom 
of the mountains, ending in a boM ravine. This district 
I discovered to be the abode of a. considerable tribe 
called " Moroking," Tlieir cultivated c^m-landa stretched 
away on every side of the fountain. Here T outspiuinetl, 
and presently the chief and all his people came to me, 
highly pleased that I had visited them. TTiesc men were 
dependents of Sicomy, and, for some reason which I could 
not comprehend, bad been instructed by the Bamangwato 
natives not to give me any infonnalion regarding the 
elephants or the waters in advance. At night we were 
visited by n terrible and long- protracted thunder-storm, 
and much rain fell, rendering the country »ery unfit for 
trekking. 

The next morning I ghot a large wild goose, a 
splendid bird, its general colour dark glossy green, with 
white patches on its sides and beneath its wings. While 
seeking for wild fowl along the edge of the stream 
I almost trod upon the tail of a fearful "cobra," 
which instantly reared its head on high and spread its 
neck out like the Indian cobra. Before it could strike, 
however, I sprang to one side, and escaped ita deadly 
fangs ; Ruyter and I then slew him with sticks and stones. 
ITio chief of the " Moroking," and all his people, both 
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men and women, came again to see the white man, the 
waggona, and the oxen ; they still persisted in saying that 
there were no elephants in advance. As the country was 
now quite unfit for trekking, and probably I might not 
find elephants until I had proceeded to a great distance, 
I resolved to turn back. Accordingly, after breakfast we 
trekked, and halted for the night at the fountain we had 
left on the preceding day. On the niiirch I shot an 
extremely beautiful wood-pigeon ; its back and tail were 
grass-green, its thighs bright orange, ila bill and feet 
bright coral red. 

On the 15th at sunrise we inspanned, and held on until 
late in the afternoon, steering for the mountain of Guapa, 
where I had seen sable antelope on the 16tli of July. 
We halted for the night without water ; during the night 
rain fell. On the march we saw spoor of eland ; my 
troop of dogs took away after a herd of zebras, one of 
which broke Filbert's shoulder with a kick, so I was 
obliged to shoot him. This was a sad loss to me ; Filbert 
was the best dog I had left. 

Next day at dawn we marched, holding for a vley close 
under the blue mountain in advance. Having proceeded 
some miles we fell in with springbuks, zebras, blue gnoos ; 
and, soon after, to my surprise, an old bull kookama or 
orys, carrying a superb pair of horns, started away before 
the wagons. My do^ were ireth and hungry : they 
were instantly slipped, and dashed forward on the scent of 
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the oryx. Unluckily, a wild dng sprang up right in their 
path, to which they at once gave chase, and thus I lost 
this most splendid antelope. 

I walked ahead t^ the waggons with my rifle, and 
soon started two piiirs of ostriches. I was going down 
wind, and kept starting the game I next sent away 
a herd of zebras and brindled gnoos; next a sounder 
of wild boar ; next a troop of giraflea ; and, close to 
the vley where I intended to halt, I wounded a koodoo, 
which left a bloody spool-, that I did not choose to 
follow. The vley to which I had been trustmg proved 
dry. We ontspanned here for an hour, however, and then 
held round the western extremity of this fine mountain- 
range ; and as the sun went down I halted my waggons 
on its south side, opposite tlte mouth of a bold and 
well-wooded ravine, which contained a strong fountain. 
On the march I rode ahead of ray waggons on the 
spoor of two old buH buffaloes, which our waggon-whipe 
had started ; these had gone out of my course, so I did 
not follow far. Returning, I came to a black rhinoceros, 
which I wounded, but did not get. As I ncared the 
ravine where I intended to halt, I stalked in cImc upon a 
second black rhinoceros, which on receiving two deadly- 
shots charged madly forward and subsided in the dust. 
A few minutes after firing at Borele 1 was following a 
troop of pallalia close under the green rocky moimtain, 
when, lo ! a herd of the lovely sable antelope caught my 
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attention. These were quietly browsing on a shoulder of 
the mountain among ihe green trees far, far above me. 
I instantly threw off my leathers, and proceeded to stalk 
in upon them. An old doe detected me, however, and, 
instantly sounding the alarm, the herd, which con^sted of 
eight — three coal-black bucks and five does — dashed off, 
and took through a wild rocky ravine. 

As it was too late in the day to follow them farther, I 
urned ray face towards my horses, which I had left at 
the base of the mountain ; and straining my eyes along 
the level fw%st beneath me to seek my waggons, which 
were now due, I detected them fer out from the 
mountain, steeling to go past ihe fountain. I then fired 
a signal shot, which brought them up. This unlucky shot 
started away two bull elephants which were feeding 
in the thorn cover close beneath me. I drew up my 
wagons in an q)en spot more than half a mile from 
the fountain, wait-a-bit thoms forbidding our nearer 
approach. 

The 1 / th was a very cool and cloudy day ; T took an 
early breakfast, and then held north-east, close in under 
the mountain- range, accompanied by Kapain and a party 
of Bakalahari, to seek elephants. 

We fell in with immense herds of zebras and buffaloes 
numbering between three and five hundred in each herd, 
and towards evening with a numcrouB herd of elephants, 
when I killed one of the finest after an easy chase. 
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After several unsuccessful stalks for sable antdope 
I at length met with the success my perseveraoce 
deserved. Rctumiug in tbe afternoon of the 20tfa home- 
wards, I suddenly observed a herd of about ten of 
them in tJiick cover on the mountain's ridge. I com- 
menced ascending the nigged acclivity as &6t as I 
could, for the daylight would be gone iu a very short 
time. When I got within two hundred yards of them, I 
found it almost impossible to get in any nearer, for I 
must cross a stony flat in sight of several of the ever- 
wary does ; it was, moreover, now so late that I could 
not well see tbe sights of my rifle. I bad almost resolved 
not to disturb tliem, and to return to camp : on second 
thoughts, however, I resolved to give it a trial. I made 
a succeRsful stalk, and crossed this dangerous rocky flat 
unobserved. There was no moss nor heather under my 
knct'B, but a mass of sharp adamantine fragments of rock, 
yet this I did not heed. 

Having crossed the flat, I soon stalked within shot, 
when, raising my rifle slowly, I fired at a lovely old doe 
which stuoil on my lel^. The ball passed right through 
her a little beliind the shoidder ; she bounded down hill, 
when I fired my second barrel at tier, but, owing to the 
darkness, I missed. The potatjuaines above me, seeuig 
notliing and smelling nothing, stood bewildered until I 
bad rulimded, lying on my side. I then sliot another 
splendid doc witli a perfect pair of wide-set boms, putting 
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two bulleti through her fore-quarters. She, however, took 
two more balls before she lay, when I put a fifth bullet 
into her to atop her kicking, as she was injuring her 
horns on the rocky grounJ. By this time the aun was 
under and the moon shone bright. Highly gratified at 
my euccesa, I now cut off this magDificent antelope's 
head, and descended the muuntain with a slow and 
careful step. The other putaquaine did not leave the 
ground, and I got her also next day. 

I now reckoned my collection of African trophies aa 
almost perfect. Last year I shot an old buck pota- 
quaine in the Bamangwato country, which I had care- 
fully preserved ; and I had now sliot two splendid does, 
which was what I most particularly required to complete 
my collection. I still wanted heads of the " bluebuck," 
or " kleenbok," " Vaal rheebok," " ourebi," and " reit- 
bok;" but these were abundant in the colony, and were 
not hard to gel. 

Next morning I asccuded the mountain to secure the 
flesh of the dead potaqualne and to secure the wounded 
one. I found her still alive, and on seeing me she made 
off; I, however, followed her up, and, making a correct 
stalk barefooted, I shot her where she stood ; she proved 
a very old doe. 

The 23rd was a very cool and cloudy morning, and 
looked likely for light raic. .At an early hour I lift my 
waggons with some provisions, and ascended the mountain 
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to the north-east to seek sahle antelope. Soon after 
gaining the upper heights of the mountain I bad the 
satisfaction to detect a. fine herd of these feeding among 
the trees on the table summit of a ridge of the moimtaioi 
which stretched away to the east I determined to stalk 
them in true Highland fashion, and to use my very 
best endeavours to ensure success ; accordingly, having 
surveyeil the ground, I made a cast to leeward, and 
approachuil the herd upon my belly. When I got within 
two hundred yards of tJium I found it was impossible to 
approach nearer on that side, so I was obliged to creep 
away back again, and try to come upon them Irom 
another quarter. When next I crept in the herd had 
vanished, and I could not find them for some time. At 
length, however, I came suddenly upon them, when 
the herd rushed in a semicircle round me. I ran for- 
ward as hard as I could, and, pulling suddenly up, 
fired at the big black buck as he dashed past me at top 
speed ; the ball told loudly, and the buck bent up his 
back to the shot. 

Tlicy now charged for tlie soutbcni ridge of tJic 
mountain, and dlsapjiearcd over it at a tremendous pace. 
I ([uickly loaded, and proceeded to tako up the spoor, 
and at once liud the satisfaclion to find great spouts of 
blood all along the spoor of the patriarchal old black 
buck. This gave me high hopes of success ; I waited 
a few minutes, and whistled for the Bechuanas, who imme- 
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diately came up to me with " Bles " and " Aflriar," two 
right good d(^. \VIien the wounded buck had pro- 
ceeded a short distance down the mountain's face, he 
left the herd and slanted away hy himHclf. In a few 
minutca, however, I espied him: he stood about three 
hundred yards from me, untler a low tree on the rocky 
mountain ade, with drooping head and outstretched tail, 
which he kept constjintly whisking from aide to side, and 
he was evidently extremely sick. As he exhibited no 
intention of going farther, and as the waggons were near, 
I thought it would be a fine opportunity to give all the 
dogs blood ; so I despatched Riiyter to camp to fetch 
them, and I remained stationary and watched the wounded 
potaquaine. After standing in one spot for some time, 
he made a. few tottering stops, then lay heavily down 
in the gra^ as if dead, and nothing was visible but 
his side. 

This was most satisfactory : there, on the side^of his 
native rugged mountain, lay the ever-wary, the searee, 
the lovely, long-sought sable antolope, and a most nohle 
specimeD — perhaps the finest buck in all the district. 
His ever-watchful eye was now sunk in the long grass ; 
and as he was lying beside a little ravine, and a stiff 
breeze was blowing, I could, if I had chosen, have crept 
in within thirty yards of him, and shot him dead on the 
spot ; but so far from doing this, I rather lamented that 
he was tliuB badly wounded, for I feared that he would 
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not have life enough left to sliow a good fight when the 
dogs came tip. It haa been truly said that there is many 
a. slip butwecn the cup and the lip, and the truth of this 
old saying I was about most bitterly to experience. In 
half an hour the Bushman came on with three Hechu- 
ana^, leading all my best dogs. I went up to the 
pol^iquaine. lie had arisen, and was looking at us as we 
came on ; when I approached within a hundred and fifty 
yards of liim he disappeared over the ridge. I did not, 
however, slip the trustless dogs until they should be on 
hiB scent or see him. When I gained the ridge I again 
beheld him stjtnding within a hundred yards of me. I 
now slipped all my trustiest hounds; they ran forward 
towards the buck, and then took away up the hill, where, 
finding nothing, they presently ciime down again, and, 
after snuffing about for a little, followed up the scent of 
the buck. 

All this time the jwtaquaine remained utterly motioa- 
less, regarding the dogs with a wicked eye. They, how- 
ever, did not observe him until they were within about 
ten yards of him, when he stamped his foot, and turned 
as if to fight with them. Tlie dogs opened a bay, and 
the next instant the potaquainc bounded through Ihe 
middle of them, and, holding down the mountain side, was 
out of my Bight in two seconds, the dogs all at his heels. 

I pressed forward in the most perfect confidence of 
an immediate bay ; but when I obtained a view of the 
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open forest around tlie mountain's basf, nor dog nor 
potaquaioe coiUd I see ; neither could I hear a sound. 
I thought the chase must have led up wind, so I held on 
at my best pace along the rugged mountain's side. 

I gained shoulder after shoulder, and opened fresh 
ground, but nothing living could I see, nor could I liear 
a sound. To malie matters worse, it was blowing lialf a 
gale of wind. Most thoroughly confounded, I now in 
haste retraced my steps to the natives. These useless 
creatures I found sitting just where I had slipped (he dogs. 
In vain I asked them whither they were gone ; they only 
put me wrong, and lost me the day ; for they declared 
tliat they had watched the ground below to leeward, and 
that no dog had gone in that course. Tliey had, however, 
gone that way, and were at that moment baying a fresh 
buck very near me, but the unlucky wind prevented me 
from hearing them. 1 hastily retraced my tteps once 
more up wind, and, after proceeding a little farther than 
I had been Ivefore, I saw "Alert," a very uncertain 
animal which I had long possessed, returning towards 

The dogs have then gone up wind, I thought to myself, 
and they have the buck at bay in advance. Next moment, 
however, to my utter amazement, I beheld my wounded 
potaquaine standing in the forest below mc, and not a 
single dog near him. I was now aware that my dogs had 
fallen in with some other bucks which 1 was not aware of, 
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&Dd were gone I knew not whither. After waiting an hour 
for them, I endeavoured to stalk in on the potaqualne ; it 
was bad ground, and he saw me and made off. He went 
but a short distance, however, and stood again hi a droop- 
ing attitude beneath a tree ; the Bcchuanas tried to 
drive him to a position whicli I took up, when he left t^e 
ground, and I never saw liim again. 

When I returned to my camp, ray people told me that 
the dogs had bayed a buck fur a long time under the 
mountain, within hearing of the waggotm, and that the 
sounds had died away, as if they had puJIed him down 
and killed him. On hearing this I at once saddled up 
two steeds, and rode in that direction to seek my dogs, but 
saw nothing of them, and, night setting in, I returned to 
camp. Next day three of the do^ returned ; they were 
covered with the blood of the potaqumne they had killed, 
and one of them was wounded by hia horns. I, however, 
never found the remains of either this buck or the one I 
bad shot, nor did I see more of my tlu-ee good dogs which 
were missing ; no doubt they had all been found by the 
natives, and stolen by thcra. 

I resolved on Uie 26th to make an expedition on foot 
across the mount^un, and hunt in its northern limits for a 
few days. I accordmgly started with Ruyt«;r and four 
Bechuanas, bearing my bedding, pots, water, and other 
impedimenta. Havbg ascended to the upper heights of the 
mountain, I crossed to its western ridges, and held for its 
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iiortliem limits ; and wheu tlie sun went do«-n I halted 
beneath a green tree, where 1 slept 

I made my coSee by moonlight before the day dawued ; 
and when it was clear I stalked along the upper ridges of 
the mountain. Presently, peeping over a rocky and well- 
wooded ridge, I met a small troop of doe koodoos, one of 
which I shot for food. Immediately below where this 
koodoo fell wae a lonely kraal of Bakalaliari. These men 
had choeen for their place of residence a wdd and moat 
romantic ravine which here parted the mountain for a dis- 
tance of about a mile, forming a deep and almost impas- 
sable gulf. At the upper end of tliis ravine was a most 
delicious fbunt&iu, forming a strong running stream, which 
wound along the shady depths of this wild and most 
sucluiied spot. When these Bakulahari heard the report 
of my rifle echoing through their valley, they left their 
\Mt& upon tlieir fires, and fled to a man. My Bcchuanas, 
however, eventually got them to come back again, and 
they cut up for mc my koodoo, and carried the flesh to a 
shady tree on the tabic summit of this tabular range, imme- 
diately above the strong fountain in the gulf beneath me. 

This spot I had selected to be my forest home for a short 
time ; and here I spent some merry days, and feasted like 
a prince on fet venison, marrow-bones, Bechuana com, 
Bccbuaiia beer, tea, coffee, biscuit, &c. I was also pro- 
vided with a rich dessert conasting of a delicious Afncan 
fruit called "moopooroo," which was now ripe and extremely 
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abundant throughout this roDge. This fine fruit grows on J 
a tree with a very dark green leaf ; the fruit is the size and 1 
shape of a large olive, and when ripe is bright orange. Id j 
the afternoon I went out with Rnyter, and found four buck 1 
koodoos on the northern ridge of the mountain. I wounded I 
one iif these, and followed up his bloody spoor, and, coining i 
on liiin in cover on the mountain side, I broke his fore-leg I 
with a second shot ; he, however, took away down to the ] 
level forest beneath, and there I lost him. 

At earliest dawn next day I held down wind with I 
Rujter, and presently found the fresh spoor of a herd of I 
sable antelope which had got my wind, and were off I J 
then inclined my steps in the direction in which tliar I 
spoor led, and presently we observed them among the I 
trees within three hundred yards of ua, some lying i 
some standing. One of the old does soon observed us. I 
■We sat gently down in the grass, however, and I crept I 
away back, and made a very fine stalk upon the herd in ' 
very diflScult ground. I was obliged to do a hundred 
and fifty yards of it on my breast. A wary old doe kept 
sentiy, and prevented my approaching within a hundred 
yards. I therefore took this doe, and shot her with a I 
bullet in the shoulder. I then sent Rnyter for the niitivet I 
and at once despatched the head to camp to be stuffed. 

In the evening I fell in again with tliis same troop of I 
potaqnaines on the northern range of the mountain. They | 
heard me coming on before I was aware of them, and held | 
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up wiiul over very rocky ground and tlirough thick cover. 
I followed on in their wake like an old tlaghouiid, keeping 
clwe to them, and always halting when they halted ; thus 
they did not oheerve me, aiid at last I got close in upon 
them. I could then have had a fine shot at several of the 
does, hut I wanted the old Mack buck. I ^med for his 
heart, but an unlucky branch intervened, and, altering 
the lino of my Wll, lost mo tliia moot noble animal. I, 
however, fired a snap shot at him with my left barrel, and 
sent a bullet through his flank. The herd then dashed 
down the mountjun ade, making a tremendous nimpue 
among the lo(«e masses of rock, the old buck leaving a 
bhtody spoor. I did not disturb them further then, the 
sun being under, but returned to my home beneath the 
greenwood tree. 

1 followed the old buck up next day, but without suc- 
cess, and on the 31st I determined to return to my waggons. 
Accordingly, at dawn of day I rolled up my bedding, and, 
directing my Bechuunas to go and call Bakalahari to carry 
my flesh aud impedimenta to camp, I held a south- wcaterly 
course across the mountains with Ruyter and a Bechuana 
U)y. This morning richly repaid me for all my toil and 
exertions in following tlie sable antelope throughout these 
atony and ru^ed mountains. Having proceeded about a 
mile down wind, on looking over a height which commanded 
a fine view of well-wooded undulating table-land below 
me, I had the sincere jdeaaure to behold a beautiful herd 
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of sable antelopes fei'ding quicUy up wind within a qnarter 
of a mile of me. The herd consisted of seven does and 
one coal-black magnificent old bucL Even at the distance 
at which they tlien were, I could very plainly see tbat this 
l)ucli was a. most superb specimen ; liJs homs seemed almost 
too large for him, and swept back over bis shoulders with 
a determiued and perfect curve. 

I sat some time to watch their movements, and gazed 
npoD them with intense delight. The ground on which , 
they were feeding being very level, and observing that the 
does were extremely wary, I tliought the best way to 
stalk them would be to cut in before them to windward, 
as they were proceeding in that direction, taking care of 
coiirae to keep out of their way sufGeiently far to ensure 
their not getting my wind, I tlien crept back from the 
ridge where I had observed them, and, describing a semi- 
circle, crept in on my knees through the large roug^ 
stones. The does came freshly on, and inclined their 
course to the spot where I lay flat on my belly awaiting 
their forward movement. They continued to approorh 
until one fine old doe was within range of my rifle. When, 
however, tliey had come thus far, they seemed all at once 
to change tlieir minds, and after feeding about for a few 
minutes they took another tack and altered their course 
from east to north. I then divested myself of my shoes 
and ehooting-belt, and commenced following them up. 
Presently, however, I observed a wary old doe, whieb 
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faatl fed away among the trees ai>art from her comradeB, 
st^ndiDg looking at me. My positioD was a very awkward 
one ; but I dared DOt altt:r it, bb tliis would have lost me 
the day, so I remained motioulegg as tlie rocks over which 
I crept, and presently her patience was exhaiiated, and die 
ceaaed to sut-pect me, and Iield on to her comrades. I now 
made up my mind that it was impossible to do anything 
with them where they then were, and that it would be beat 
to watch them from a distance until tliey should move into 
some more uneven ground, where a stalker would have 
some chance with thera. 

Having tliu3 resolved, I beat a retreat, and returned 
to the ridge above, where I had at first made them out. 
Here I again sat, and with a lon^ug heart watched the 
movement^! of these loveliest of Afric's lovely antelopes. 
I was struck with admiration at the magnificence of the 
uoble old black buck, and I vowed in my heart to slay 
him, although I should follow Iiim for a twelvemonth. 
The old fellow seemed very fidgety in his movements, 
and while the does fed steadily on be lagged far behind, 
occasionally taking a mouthful of grass, and then standing 
for a few minutes under the trees, rubbing bis huge, 
knotted, scimitar-shaped horns upon their branches. At 
length the does had fed away a hundred and fifty yards 
from him, and be still lagged behind. This was the golden 
moment to make a rapid stalk in upon him, while his ever- 
watchful sentinels were absent. I saw my chance, and 
n2 
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stole rapidly down tite rocky hill-side and gained the 
level on which die herd were pastariug. He waa now 
obscured from my view by the bushy dwarfiali trees which 
adorned the ground ; the next move was to get my eye 
Upon him before be should observe me : I stole stealthily 
forward and detected him. He was still feeding very 
slowly on after the does, and seemed quite unsuspirious. 
I then instantly cast off my shoes and shooting- belt, and, 
waleliiiig the lowering of his noble homa, my eye lixed 
tiger-like upon him, stalked rapidly in. My heart beat 
with anxiety as I advanced, and was almost within shot ; 
twenty yards nearer and I would fire- Again he lowered 
his head to crop the young gra^s; I seized the moment, 
and the twenty yards were won. 

Here was a young tree with a fork, from which I had 
resolved to fire. The potaquaine stood with bis roimd 
stem right to me. I took a deadly aim and fired : the 
ball entered very near his tail, and passing through the 
length of liis vitals rested in bis breast. He staggered 
about for a second, and then, bounding forward about 
sixty yards, he halted, and looked back to see from 
whence the deadly shaft had sped that had thus so un- 
ceremoniously disturbed his morning meal. Ilie sights 
of my rifle wore still fixed upon him, and just as he pulled 
up and exposed to me his full broadside a second bullet 
left the rin^ng steel, and crashed through the very centre 
of the old fellow's shoulder. 
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On receiving this Becond sliot the sable nntelope 
wheeled about and beld after the docs, and I knew from 
liis movement, though hia paee was good, that he hail got 
the ball in his shoulder and could not go very far. I 
then walked leiHureiy baek to seek my shoes and shooting- 
belt, and, having found them, I was loading my ritle, 
when the Bushman, who had been watching my stalk 
from the height above, joined rae, and said that the buck 
bad run but a abort distance, and had Iain down under 
a tree. I stole carefully forward and immediately 
ol>served him lying as if still alive, his noble head not 
laid on the ground, but in an upright posture. Fancy- 
ing him still alive, and having too often been tricked with 
wounded antelopes, I then gave him a third bullet, but 
the dark form of this lovely habitant of the mountain 
quailed not to the shot ; the spirit of the sable antelope 
had fled. I was transported with delight when I came 
up and saw the surpassing beauty and magnificence of the 
invaluable trophy I liad won. This potaquaine was very 
old, and his horns were enormous, fair set, perfect, and 
exquisitely beautiful. I cut off his head, and, leaving 
men to convey the flesh to camp, I held tliither in ad- 
vance, escorting my hard-won trophy. On my way 
to camp, coming down the footpath from the fountain, 
to my dejectment I found the nntameable Mazeppa 
stretched to rise no more, and half consumed by hyenas 
and vultures ; he hud died of liorse sickness. Tlic 
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reduction of my stock by the fell hand of death daring 
this week was, alas I not confined to Mazeppa only ; the 
pony I bought of my cousin Colonel Campbell died 
of " tsetse," a valuable fore-ox died of some severe sick- 
ness, and " Fox," a very good dog, died of the African 
distemper ; three of my very best dogs had also mys- 
teriously disappeared the day they chased the pota- 
quaine. 

We remained in the neighbourhood frequented by the 
sable antelope for several days longer, but I did not 
succeed in killing another, although with other game of 
every kind I met with great success. 
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CIIAPTEE XXX. 



Leave the Potoqimine Country — AlMiird Coreroony — My Cattle 
fail mc — Send to tlie Missionary Station Tor Aiil — Edwd]) 
near the Limpoio — InJescribalilo Fish — A yoaiig Secretary 
— Nearly all my Oxen dio — AaaiBtaiioe arrivos from Mr. 
Livingstone — We reach the Residence of Siohely — A Hunt- 
er's Monmnent — Wp continue our March through a beautiful 
Country — An Advi-nture with two savage Lioneafo* — A vio- 
lent Tempest — Mahuru — liakalaluiri driving Game towaids 
their Pitfalls — We cross the Orange liiver and reach Cokaherg. 

Qy the 15th of November we in^panued, and left the 
mountains of Linguapa. Kapain and his Beclmanas 
lietd for BamangwBto; Seleka's Bechiianas held for their 
chief; and we held a south-westerly course for the 
Limpopo, which we reached in less tliau three hours. 

Next day we trekked at dawn, uod having marched a 
few milcB we were joined by Bakalahari, who reported 
having seen elephants on the preceding day. A little 
after this I shot a waterbuck close to the river, when I 
outs panned. 

During the day "Mntsaca," chief of the Bamalette, 
visited me with a retinue : he brought a karoes for 
me, for which I was to cut him on the arm and shoulder 
and anoint him with medicine to make him shoot well 
with the gun which he liad bought of me. In the even- 
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ing I walked a sliort distance down the river's bank, and 
shot a lovely fawn of the serolomootlooqui", and a buck 
pallah with a very handsome head. 

On tlie 17th I went in (jitest of elephants, accompanied 
by the Bamalette men. We continued along the baiik of 
the river for several miles, wlien we took up the spoor 
of three or four enormous old bulls. On our way I 
wounded a white rhinoceros, wliich I did not follow to 
secure. Tlie elephants had fed very slowly away from 
the river, and before wc had followed the spoor an hour 
we were close upon them. The Bechuanas cboee to 
leave the spoor, and making a cast to windward thoy 
started tbe elephants. My doga being much distrcseed 
with tlio sun, and I not being aware that the game were 
started, we at this very moment unfortunately sat down 
and rested for half an hour, which of course lost me the 
day. WTien I discovered that the elephants had nmvetl ofii I 
turned my face for camp, and before proceeding far I 
started an ostrich off ht'r nest . the nest contained twenty 
e^^, which I directed the Beclmanns to bring to camp. 

As we held up the side of the river I detected a very 
fine old black rhinoceros standing among some wait-a-bit 
thorn. Directing Piet, ray dismounted aflcr-rider (for 
my stud of fifteen was now reduced to one), to watch my 
movements, I commenced a stalk upon Bo rele, and, having 
got within about uxty yards of wlierc he stood in dense 
cover, I signed to Piet to get on the other side and 
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start him towards me ; this plan aupceeded, for he 
ciiarged out of the cover, and, holdiDg for the hush behind 
Hliicli I was concealed, lie passed within twelve yards. 
My first shot was a very deadly one. It set him 
charging round and round in a circle, when I gave him 
a second, and lie made off mortally wounded. I then 
ran to my little mare, and, mounting her, I gave him 
chase, and presently dropped him with a shot behind the 
shoulder. Loud thunder was rumbling to windward of 
my camp, so I hastened to cut off Borele's horn, after 
which I rode home. 

In the course of the day I saw the fresh spoor of about 
twenty varieties of large game, and most of the animals 
themselves, viz. elephant, black, white, and long-horned 
rhinoceros, hippopotamus, camel opard, buffalo, blue 
wildebeest, zebra, waterbuck, sassayby, koodoo, pallah, 
springbok, serolomootlooque, wild boar, duiker, stein- 
liok, lion, leopard. This district of Africa contains 
a larger variety of game than any other in the whole 
of this vast tract of the globe, and perhaps more than any 
district throughout the world ; for besides the game 
which I liave just noted, the following are not uncommon, 
viz. keilton, or two-horned black rhinoceros, eland, oryx, 
roan antelope, sable antelope, hartebeest, klipapringer, 
and grys stcinbuck : the ricthuck is also to he found, but 
not abundantly. 

We inspanned on the 18lh before it was day, and trekked 
»3 
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Up the Limpopo for about three lioura. In the forenoon 
Matsaca arrived from the carcase of the borcle : he brought 
viilh him a very fine leopard's skin kaross, and an elephant's 
tooth J these were for me, in return for which I waa to 
cut him to make him shoot well. This I did in the fol- 
lowing manner : opening a large book of natural history, 
containing prints of all the chief quadrupeds, I placed 
his forefinger successively on several of the prints of the 
commonest of the Soutli African quadrupeds, and as I 
placed his linger on each I repeated some absurd sentence 
and anointed him with turpentino. When this was ac- 
complished I made four cuts on his arm with a lancet, 
and then, anointing tlif bleeding wounds with gunpowder 
and turpentine, I told him that his gun bad power over 
each of the animals whicli his linger had touched, pro- 
vided he held it straight. Matsaca and his retinui! 
seemed highly gratiticd, and presently took leave and 
departed : 1 afterwards trekked up the nver till sundown. 
On the succeeding day we marched witli the dawn, 
and held up the river. In the forenoon Beebuanas from 
Selcka visited me, bearing a tooth of a bull-elephant, for 
which they wanted a gun ; the tooth, however, being 
small, I would not give them one for it, although I might 
have done so at a fair profit. 1 found the game ex- 
tremely abundant, counting no less than twenty-two 
rhinoceroses, nine of which were in one herd, feeding on 
the open plain. The wind was as foul as it could blow, 
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and kept coDtinually starting the game, At length, late in 
the afternoon, I got within shot of four white rhinoceroses. 
The old bull stood next to me, so, resting my six-pound 
rifie on the trunk of a tree which an elephant had over- 
thrown, I took him on the shoulder and smashed his fore- 
arm ; he ran for thirty yards, and then rolled over on his 
back. He however regained his legs and ran a hundred 
yards farther, when his leg failed him, and coming up on 
his spoor I finished him in a few minutes. The waggons 
now came up, and I halted tliem on the nver's bank, op- 
posite to the rhinoceros. 

On the 21at much rain fell throughout the day, ren- 
dering the country unfit for trekking. A birth and B 
death occurred among my cuttle, lu the aderuoon a 
loud rushing noitie was heard coming on like a hurricane : 
this was a large troop of pallab pursued by a pack of 
about twenty wild dogs ; tliey passed our camp in fine 
■tyle within a hundred yards of us, and in two minutes 
the wild dogs had caught two of the pallahs, which my 
Bechuanas ran up and secured. A pullali in passing my 
camp cleared a distance of fifty feet in two successive 
bounds, and this on unfavourable ground, it being very 
soft and slippery. 

I left the sable antelopes' mountain m^nly in conse- 
quence of a general falling ofi* amongst my cattle. 1 did 
not then know to what cause to attribute this sad and to 
me all-important change in their condition, which only a 
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few weeks before liad been a source of admiratjon to us. 
Alaa ! it was now too evident that nearly all of them 
were dying, having bL-en bitten by the fly "tsetse" at 
the mountain. The rains of the last three days had 
made this melancholy trutli more strongly manifest ; the 
cattle presented a most woful appearance. Listless and 
powerless, they cared not to feed, and, though the grass 
covered the country with the richest and most luxuriant 
pasturage, their sides remained hollow, and their whole 
bodies became daily more emaciated ; the eyes also of 
many of them were closed and swollen. The next 
morning being fair, I inspanned, although the country 
was very unfit for trekking ; my heavily laden wagons 
sinking deep in the soft rich soil which lies aloag 
the banks of the Limpopo. My poor oxen, as I ex- 
pected, became knocked up on the march before they 
had proceeded three miles, many of diem Ij'ing down and 
refusing to proceed farther, or even to stand up. I wna 
obliged in consequence to outspan one waggon and leave 
it behind, and to bring on the other waggon with the 
alile oxen, and then send them back to assist their dying 
comrades in bringing up the seeond. I performed a 
short march, and halted on a fine open sandy spot, where 
I made a strong thorn kraal for the cattle. Soon after 
we had oulspanned the second waggon heavy rain set 
in, which continued ut intervals throughout the night. 
Light rains continued to fall throughout the 24th. I 
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liowevor performed a short march, and brought my 
waggons a few miles farther up the Limpopo. I was 
obliged, as on tlie last march, to bring on one waggon at 
a time. 

Heavy rains fell at intervals throughout the next day. 
" Konoberg," a Natal ox, died during the night, and it 
was evident that many more would die in a few days ; 
even now the half of them were utterly unfit to work. 
The heavy and continued rains which bad lately set in 
made me feel my heavy misfortune with increased severity, 
for the country was hardly to be travelled with such loads 
as mine, even with oxen in good working condition. At 
length I found myself reduced to a stand, or the next 
thing to it. In this state of things I deemed it necessary 
to despatch natives to the nearest missionary station for 
assistance. I accordingly wrote a letter to Mr. Living- 
stone, the resident missionary at Sichely'e, requesting the 
loan of two spans of oxen, and, having sealed up ray epistle 
in a battle, I sent it off with two natives, instructing them 
to use all possible speed. One of these men was a native 
in my service, named " Ramachumcy ;" the other was 
one of Sichely's subjects, having been on a visit to 
■Seleka- Tliey expected to reach Sichely in seven days. 

For many succeeding daya my difficulties with respect 
to bringing on the waggons continued to increase. The 
rain still poured dowu, rendering the country impossible 
to travel, and my oxen died daily of the tsetse-bite. In 
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this condition my progress was slow and painful in the 
extreme, and I awaited anxiously tbe expected succour 
from Mr. Livingstone. At length I came fairly to a 
stand, not having sufficient oxen left to draw one waggon. 
I formed my camp in a shady bend of the river, and 
fortified it with a high hedge of thorny trees, and in a 
few days more all my cattle had died with the exception 
of two young oxen, which I inclined to think would 
survive the bite of the fatal " tsetse." 

On the 7tli of December I resolved to have some 
fishing, accordingly I routed out some old Balmon-fishing 
tackle, and sallied forth with one of the waggon whip- 
sticks for a rod, and some string for a line. I baited my 
hook with a bit of the blue wildebeest, and put on a cork 
for a bob. I cast in my bait in a quiet bend of the river, 
and anxiously watched the cork, which very soon began 
to hob, I then conjured up many forms in my mind, 
and wondered whetlier it would be a fair fish, such as I 
might expect in my own land's rivers, or something more 
like a young crocodile. I was not fated to live long upon 
conjecture however, for next moment under went the 
cork, and striking sharply 1 threw over my head a fine 
grey fish about a pound weight, and in appearance like a 
haddock, with a broad month and eight or ten feelers. 
My Bushman said the Boers about the Orange River 
knew this fish, and loved to catch and eat it. Presently 
my perseverance was rewarded by a second fish of the 
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same kind as the first ; and after this I hooked a very 
lieavy fiah, which I lost. I doubt not but most excellent 
sport might be obtained in the Liuipopo. 

In the evening Carey and I cut down a very dense 
tiiom-tree to inspect the nest of a secretary. The summit 
of the tree was very wide, dense, aud level, and from the 
teriible nature of the tlioms it was utterly inaccessible 
without the aid of the hatchet. When the tree fell, out 
from ita nest rolled a young secretary, aTid immediately 
disgorged its last meal, which consisted of " four lizards 
of different sorts, of which one waa a cameleon, one locust, 
one quail, and a mouse." 

A few days after this I sent out John and Carey into 
different airta to seek game, and each killed a pallah ; 
but the sky threatening rain they did not wait to escort 
their venison, hut left nalives to bring it on. A con- 
siderable time having elapsed, and the Bakalahari not 
appearing, I despatched John and some of the natives in 
my service to look after them, and it was well I did so ; 
for on reaching his pallali John foimd the Bakalahari 
whom lie had left to convey it to camp in the act of 
bolting with the half of it, having cunningly (as he 
thought) hacked the other half with a sharp stone, and 
dirtied the flesh with the entrails, thinking to persuade us 
that it had been done by a leopard or hyiena. 

It was now twenty days since I tlcspatched natives to 
the nearest missionarj- to inform him of my distress, and 
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solicit assistance in oxen, and they might ere now bare 
reached me, if all was well ; this caused me many 
painful doubts and apprehensions. Day after day was 
passing away, and hourly I felt my situation more and 
more irksome and tedioiis- Moreover, my supplies were 
fast coming to an end. I certainly felt my fixed position 
moat painful. At length, however, that aid which I so 
earnestly yet fearfully prayed for was at hand. 

On the morning of the 16th, as I was preparing my 
breakfast, I suddenly beheld a civilized-looking nativu 
approach me ; he wore a shirt, a pair of leather 
trousers, and a sailor's red nightcap, and carried a gun 
and shooting-belt. The instant I beheld him I said aloud. 
" Natives from Sichely. — the oxen are at hand." It was 
even so : my messengers had found Mr. Livingstone at 
home, who, on hearing of my distress, had at once in the 
noblest manner despatched men with his whole stock of 
trek-oxen to my assistance. These I had now the inex- 
pressible satisfaction to Iwbold reach me in safety. We 
inspanncd at once, and commenced our march, and conti- 
nued to make good way for several days ; and on the 26th 
we reached Kolubeng, the new residence of Sichely, In 
the morning that chief brought me two young oxen, which 
I all but purcliased for an old saddle and two pounds of 
powder ; but we split upon the cup of powder being level 
and nnt piled. 

A day or two after I ascended tlie rockv hill alxive 
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tlie Mwn with Mr, Livingstone, to obtain a. view of tlie 
stirrounding country. I came upon a. very high heap of 
well -bleached muuldering bones of many varieties of 
game, amassetl and piled here by a mighty Niiurod, 
now no more, who bad in days of yore ehoscn this hill 
for his habitation. Mr. Livingstone pointed out to nie 
a range of tabular hills to the south-east, near the 
aourcea of the Kolubeng, throughout which he informed 
me the sable antebipe was to be met with. In the 
evening Sichely came to trade with me, when I obtained 
several young oxen iu barter from him. 

On arriving at Sicbtly's I despatebed natives to Bakatia, 
to fetch two Bpans of oxen which I had left on my way 
into the Interior in charge of Mr. Edwards, and with these 
on the 3rd of the new year we again inspanned and 
tried to make a start witb twelve oxen in each waggon : 
they however, finding the wagons extremely heavy, would 
not move thcra, nor could we prevail upon them to take 
to tbeir wonted work, as they ought to do, until every ox 
had Ijoeu most unmercifully flogged with both waggon- 
whips and jamboks. Our course for Bakatia waa snnth- 
westerly, but owing to the position of the mountains we 
were obliged to make a very zigzag and circuitous march. 
We baited at sundown. The country here is the most 
pleasing I have seen in Africa, — beautifully wooded, un- 
dulating plains, vatlej-s. straths, and conical and tabular 
mountains of most fascinating appearance, invariably 
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wooded to their summits, stretching away on ctctj- 
fide. 

We marched ateadily for several days, and on the 
7tb reached Bakatia, which wa^ looking extremely 
beautiful, being surrounded by very green fields of Becha- 
ana com. Here we remained a few days whilst 1 obtained 
fresh oxeu, and then pushing on we gained the river Molo- 
po. Early an the 14tb I drew up my waggons on its 
northern bank, and in the forenoon I sallied forth to seek 
for reitbiick, which are here abundant. At lliis hour of 
the day, however, it was of little use to seek for tbem, 
a« they were lying concealed in the endless dense reeds 
which enclose the Mojopo, in some parts extending to n 
breadth of half a mile ; their height averaghig from twelve 
to twenty feet and upwards. I found plenty of spoor, 
including the fresh spoor of lions, which along the Molopo 
are always abundant. The day was excessively hot, and 
there was a most painful oppressive feeling in the atmos- 
phere to an extent which I had rarely experienced. In 
the afternoon dark masses of clouds arose along the 
horizon on every side, and constant thunder bellowed in 
the distance : a little before the sun went down the sky 
above and all around looked extremely threatening, and I 
directed my people to prepare for a tempestuous night. 

At this time I ob^ierved a rcitbuck grazing beyond the 
dense reeds on the other side of the MoIojk), and I at 
once held for him, with my little Moore rifle, accompdnicd 
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by my Bushman. We had some dlfficuhy in penetrating 
the dense reeds, and on gaining tlie other side a change 
in the direction of the wind started off the reitbuek ; I 
then observed two other reitbuck, a buck and a doe, 
coming out to graze some distance to windward, and 
commenced a stalk in upon them. Having proceeded 
about half-way I suddenly observed two huge yellow lion- 
esses, about a hundred and fifty yaids to my left, walking 
along the edge of the reeds, holding a course parallel to 
my own. The rtitbucks smelt the lions and lay down. I 
got very near them, hut they started off, and bounded 
straiglit away from me : I fired and missed the buck. 

Ruyter came towards me, and I ran forward to obtain a 
view beyond a slight rise in the ground to see wliither the 
lione^es bad gone. In so doing I cauie suddenly upon 
them, within about seventy yards ; they were standing 
looking back at Uuyter. I then very rashly commenced 
making a rapid stalk in upon them, and fired at the neuresl, 
having only one shot in my rifle. The ball told loudly, 
and the lioness at which I bad fired wheeled right round, 
and came on lashing her tail, showing her teeth, and 
making that horrid murderous deep growl which an angry 
lion generally utters. At the same moment her comrade, 
who seemed better to know that she was in the presence 
of man, made a hasty retreat into the reede. The instant 
the Uoncss came on I stood up to my full height, holding 
my rifle, and my arms extended, and high above my head. 
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This cheiike^i her in her course, but on looking roand and 
misaing her comrade, and observing Ruyter slowly ad- 
vancing, she was atill more exasperated, and, fancying that 
she was being surrounded, abe made another forward 
movement, growling terribly. This was a moment of 
great danger. I felt that my only chance of safety was 
exlpeme steailinesa, so, standing motlonl^s as a rock, with 
my eyes firmly fixed upon her, I called out in a clear 
commanding voice, " Hollnal old girl, what's the hurry ? 
take it easy ; holloa ! holioa I " She instantly once more 
lialted, and seemed perplexed, looking round for her 
comrade. I then thought it prudent to beat a retreat, 
which I very slowly did, talking to the lioness all the 
lime. She seemed undecided as to her future movements, 
and was gazing after me and snuffing the ground when I 
last beheld her. 

The aun was under, and terrific thunder which burst 
around proclaimed a coming tempest : I therefore deemed 
it safe to reach my cnmp with all possible speed, and, 
having loaded my riSe, we held thither at a sharp trot, 
holding for the old waggon-drift to avoid having to 
pass through the dense reeds. Before I reachctl the 
drift two reitbuck dashed past me, one of which I shot 
and bore to camp. On reaehiug camp the first movu 
was to refresh the person. Before however I could accom- 
plish this the tempest was upon us ; it was one of the most 
violent I had experienced for years, the wind blowing a 
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perfect hurricaue, accoinpanied by rattling hailstones and 
rain, which fell in such torrents as in a few minutes to 
convert the dry ground into a befitting habitation for fij;h 
or water-fowl : the thunder and lightning were most appall- 
ing, and burst and flashed above and around ua, threaten- 
ing our momentary destruction. The wind blew one side 
of my sail over the roof of tlie tent, the sail's fastenings 
having been insecure, leaving myself and my property 
exposed to the pelting rain, which in a few seconils had 
deluged bedding, blankets, pillows, rifles, sacks, tiger- 
skins, karosses, stuffed heads, &c. Sx. I however quickly 
piped all hands to bend on another sail which I fortu- 
nately had in the waggon, and when this was accomplished 
my castle was once more waterproof. Tlie violence of 
the wind had set my oxen at liberty, and when the tempest 
had passed away they were found to have pasi-ed 
away with it, which it may be supposed left me in no 
very placid temper, this being exactly the sort of night 
on which the stealthy prowling tyrant of tlie wilderness is 
ever found to be most active in his murderous pursuits ; 
and, as if to add to my anxiety on llie subject, lions im- 
mediately commenced roaring on every side, especially 
to leeward, being the course which cattle invariably take 
before a storm. 

When day dawned men were despatched on the spoor 
of the oxen. I was busy all the forenoon drying my 
saturated property. Tlic sun was high, and yet no tidings 
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of my cattle. I began to he extremely anxious. About 
midday some of the Bakatla Becbuanas brought me one 
OS ; it was " Youngman," the last of the Mohicans. On 
bebolding him a pang of sorrow shot Ihrougb my heart. 
He brought my melancholy losses all fresh as at a single 
glance before mc ; his appearance was worn and ema- 
ciate<l, and it was evideut that soon the vulture and 
)iya:na would leave hia wbitening bones to bleach upon 
the glowing plain, 

Who then was "Youngman" tliat he could call up 
such melaocboly associatioas ? " Youngman" was the 
only dying surviror of thirty selected trek-oxen which 
I had choben to accompany me into the far interior, 
all of which I hud seen pine away and die, and fail 
mc in the hour of need. The men who brought me 
" Youngman " said that they had found him on the 
spoor of the other cattle, and about two hours afterwards 
I had the satisfaction to behold all the missing truants 
recovered. They had been seduced away by some young 
oxen I had obtained at Bakatla, which seemed to have 
resolved to return to their former masters, perhaps not 
relishing old Adonis's treatment of them in the yoke. 

We now held on to the Meritsanc (rendered fiunoue 
among sportsmen by Harris's glowing description of its 
charms), and found it full of water. Before reaching 
this point, however, I left the old-established Kuruman 
waggon-road about three miles from the drift, my line of 
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march being to visit Maliura, ctiief of tlie Batlapis, re- 
aiding alx)iit the sources of the Hart River. This route 
is by many days shorter than by tlie old road, and has 
al^ the advantage of being tlirough a firm grassy country. 
Aa we readied the Meritaane we started a cock and hen 
ostrich, with a large troop of extremely small young ones, 
which did not seem larger than guinea-fowls. 

We held on for several days through a country abound- 
ing in game, and reached Mahura's town on the 25th. 
As we drew near to the town, Mahura was pointed out to 
me. He was walking in company with another old man, 
and carried a double-barrelled percussion rifle on his 
shoulder- He was dressed in a shirt, waistcoat, and baggy 
trousers, and wore a broad-rimmcd hat a la Boer. Halting 
my waggons. I went up and shook hands with him, and 
asked his penuission to outspan, which was graciously 
granted. Mahura and his aristocracy remained with us 
all the evening drinking my coffee, and fishing op pumping 
out all the news he could from me and my natives ; and 
at a late hour this ill-expressioned cunning old tyrant took 
leave fur the night, requesting that I would inspan in the 
morning, and bring up my waggons close to his dwelling- 
house, that he might enjoy as much of my society as pos- 
sible during my stay at his town, and that we might trade 
with more facility. 

Accordingly, in the morning I drove up my waggons, 
and very soon his highness made hie appearance, and 
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refjuestetl me to get ready some coffee. Presently aboat 
a dozen fine young oxen were brought up, which lie said 
were to purchase powder, and after cofiee we proceeded 
to trading, I selected one young ox, and ofiered him 
six pounds of powder for it. He then desired to see the 
powder, and on my measuring it out he said that I must 
add two more. From his manner it appeared to me that 
be did not intend to deal with ine even if I gave him 
what he asked j so I said I would let him have ooe pound 
more, and if he did not like to take it we could not deal. 
He then, with the greatest nonchalance, said, " Lay by 
your powder," and commenced talking on some other 
subject. Being very anxious to obtain some good spe- 
cimens of the large-homed oxen of the Kallhari, and 
Mabura being by report in possession of some, which be 
had lifted from the Bawangketee, I told bim that if he 
would bring them up I would give bim a good price for 
them. He said that he had cattle with large boms, and 
that he would send to one of bis outpcsts for two oxen 
which would frighten me to look at. 

In the evening the cattle came ; these were two im- 
mensely tall, gaunt, liollow-eided, very rcmarkablc-lookJng 
animals, and carried truly enormous horns. The head 
of one of them was very Itandsome ; the boms were very 
wide and fair set, going out quite horizontally for some 
distance on leaving the head : tbeir width, from point to 
point, might have been about eight feet Tbia ox wsa 




roan-coloured on his face and along tlie top of liia back. 
The other was red ; liis horns were thicker than those of 
his comrade, and were of good length, with very good 
points, bnt their sweep was not gracofiil. They were 
neither of them so thick as tlie horns of ray red Wang- 
ketse ox, Roh Roy, which I left with Foesey, nor by 
any means so handsome ; yel, nevertheless, they were 
both very remarkable heads, and perhaps such another 
pair I might never again fall in with. I told Mahura 
that I possessed finer >peclmens, hut I should be happy to 
have a deal with him. He then showed me two fine Imll- 
clephant tneks, for which I offered him cash ; bnt he said 
he bad no understanding in cash, and that he would keep 
them until he saw something he stood in need of. His 
drift was to get one of my valuable double rifles out 
of me. 

Next day Mahura brought me the two large-homed 
Kalihari oxen, and after roffee he asked me if I was 
going to buy. I a^ked him what he wanted for tiie 
oxen, when he said powder. I said that I would take 
them both, and give him eight pounds of powder for 
each. On hearing my offer he only laughed, and, turn- 
ing round, ordered his herds to drive the cattle back to 
the post. I asked him what he wanted for them : this he 
would not state, hut remarked, " You were wont to ride 
by the Motito road. They may well now say, 'Alaal 
we hare lost that good trader ; now may Mahura rejoice 
VOL. It. I 
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rain, which had been falling during the last two hours, 
had rendered it so slippery that I deemed it best to out- 
spaa, and defer taking the drift until the ground should 
dry a little in the afternoon, when I got my waggons 
through in safety, taking one at a time with tweniy steady 
oxen. 

We now made the Vet River, which flows into tlie 
\'aal a little above the drift, and followed its ronree 
towards Colesberg. This we found to be an excellent 
road, but inclining too far to the east. Our march led us 
through vast berdij of game, wbieb I have before spoken 
of as frequenting the northern boundaries of the colony. 
On the 2()th of February I crossed the Great Orange 
River at Alh'tnan'e Drift, and entei-ed Coleaherg next 
day. I found most of my old friends still here, and also 
my redoubtable friend old Murphy, as wild and as jolly 
as ever. 

I hired the old barracks for luy residence during my 
stay in (!7olesberg, and immediately set about sewing up 
my trophies in canvas, and stowing them away in cases. 
This was accomplished in about fourteen days. A fort- 
night more was spent in preparing for another hunting 
expedition. I purchased a new waggon from a Mr. 
Enislic for a hundred pounds, and a fresh stud of 
sixteen horses, a mule, and a span of oxen from various 
parties in town, and subsci|ueutly 1 increased my stud to 
twenty. 
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Start on my fifih aTi<i Insi Es]>e<liliii[i inlo ihc hiterinr — Mr. 
Orjien Bccom])anifs me —Hurried Mnrcli — Extraordinary Herd 
of Blesboka — The Hart Hiver^ Cattle attacked with Hi-uf 
Sicknese — 'llirec Lioocssrs fearfully mangle my jioct of Du({s 

— l.ion-htmu — Hya-nna devour my Canip-HtooU — Meritsaiie 

— Six Buffftloes shot — Another IJon-buiit — Glorioua Chase 
with Elands — Sichely's Kraal — We cross the Limpo|Jo — 
A JJou attacks my Knuil and kills au i.)x — A Field of Cattle 

— Beboono — My Imndredtb Elpiihant ! — We march down 
the Limpopo and hunt Uippupotami — Attacked by Rheu- 
matic Fever — Mr. Ur]K.'n iicurly killed by n Lcujiard. 
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On tiie 19th of Marcli, ISiS, I left Colesberg with three 
*^''gg'^"s " well manned and stored," for my fifth and laat 
cmise in the far interior. I was joined hy a Mr. Orpen 
{a mighty Nimrud), who, notwithstanding my repi^sentiiig 
to him the dangers and hardships of an elephant-hunting 
expedition in their blackest eolotirs, khidly agreed to 
favour me with his help and company on my lonely trip. 
My sojourn in ('ok'sherg reducL'd me considerably, and 
I was glad once more to breathe the fresh mr of the 
country. ^^'^! got cli-ar of Colesberg at about nine a.m., 
and commenced our march over the country I had 
J often marked with my wheel-tracks, and which n)y 
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reader must now be fully acquainted with. On my way 
I completely recruited ray oxen and stud, and prepared 
myself to take the field with an immense 'pack of stout 
serviceable dogs. I also engaged as after-rider a Buali- 
man named Booi. 

The game became plentiful in about ten days after 
we left Colesberg, but when we came to the Vet River 
I beheld with astonishment and delight decidedly one 
of the most wonderful displays which I had witnessed 
during my varied sporting career in Southern Africa. 
On my rlglit and left the plain exhibited one purple 
mass of graceful bleeboks, which extended without s 
break as far as my eyes could strain : the depth of their 
vast legions covered a breadth of about six hundred 
yards. On pressing upon them, they cantered along 
before me, not exhibiting much alarm, taking care, how- 
ever, not to allow me to ride within at least four hundred 
yards of them. On, on I rode intensely excited with the 
wondrous scene before me, and hoped at length to get to 
windward of at least some portion of the endless living 
mass which darkened the plain, hut in vain. Like squa- 
drons of dragoons, the entire breadth of this countless 
herd held on their forward course as if aware of my In- 
tention, and resolved not to allow me to weather them. 

At length I determined to play upon their rauks, and, 
presaing my horse to his utmost speed. I dashed forward, 
and, suddenly halting, sprang from the saddle, and, giving 
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my rifle at least two feet of elevation, fired riglit and left 
into one of their darkeat masses. A noble buck dropped 
to the riglit barrel, and the second shot told loudly ; no 
buck, however, fell, and after lying for half a minute the 
prostrate blesbok rose, and was quickly lost sight of among 
his retreating comrades. In half a minute I was again 
loaded, and after galloping a few hundred yards let drive 
into tiiem, but was still unsuccessful. Excited and an- 
noyed at my want of luck, I resolved to follow tliem up, 
and blaze away while a shot remained in the locker, 
which I did ; until, after riding about eight or nine miles, 
I found my ammunition expended, and not a single hlesbok 
bagged, although at least a dozen must have been wounded. 
It was now high time to retrace my steps and seek my 
waggons. I accordingly took a point, and rode across 
the trackless country in the direction for which they were 
steering. 

I very soon once more fell in with fresh herds of thou- 
sands of blesboks. As it was late in the day, and I 
being on the right side for tlie wind, the blesboks were 
verj' tame, and allowed me to ride along within rifle-shot 
of them, and those which ran charged resolutely past me 
up the wind in long-continued streams. I took a lucky 
course for the waggons, and came right upon them, after 
they had outspanned on the bank of the Vet River. I could 
willingly have devoted a month to blesbok-sliooting in this 
hunter's elysium,but,liaving heard from a party of Bastards 
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that tlw Vaal River was low, mid being extremely anuous 
to pueh on, 1 iuspaimed, and cuntiuued my march hy moon- 
light. Before proceeding far we di>M.-uvered the deejily 
imprinted spoor of an enormous liun, which bad walked 
along the waggon-track for several hundred yards. We 
continued our march till afler midnight, vast herds of 
hlesbok charing from us on every side. Lions were 
heard roaring for the first time during tliis night. 

On tlie 22nd of April after some tivuble wc crossed the 
Vaal River, and on the 25tli wc reached Mahura's. I rode 
ahead of tlie wagguiis. and foimd tlie old ruffian busily 
engaged with some of his nobility in reducing with adzes 
a tliomwood tree, which was to serve as a beam in a new 
dwelling-house he was about to erect. lie was astonished 
to see me return so soon, and expressed mueh satisfaction 
thereat. I asked Mahura if lie had still the two large- 
homed oxen which I had seen when^Iast here ; he replied, 
tliey were still foi'thcomiiig. In half an hour the waggons 
jirrived, and I drew them up outside the town. The chief 
shortly afterwards made his appearance, and had coffee 
with ua. 

For many days hack onr oxen had been looking very 
spare, and fallen off in condition, and one or two exhibited 
symptoms of tlic tongue sickness at the Vaal Riyer, We 
now had the intense moi'tification to discover that nearly 
tlic whole of them were attacked with either tongue or 
hoof sickness. This discovery cast a ead gloom over unr 
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prospects. I was unacquainted with tJie nature of either 
of the maladies, and the Hottentots declared tliat an ox 
required montlis to recover from either of tliem, and that 
they often proved fetal. In this state of things I deemed 
it prudent to begin to purchase young oxen from Mahura 
and his tribe, and I gave him to understand that 1 was 
willing to do so. The chief replied that his people 
would be unwilling to bring their oxen, because when 
I had last passed thniugh bis country they had brought 
oxen for barter, and 1 bad purchased none of them ; he, 
however, promised to acquaint them witli my wishes. In 
the afternoon, my waggons liaving outepanned at a great 
distance from the water, I inspanncd, and trekked down 
to tlie Hart stream, wliich I crossed, and drew up on it* 
opposite hank. 

Next day the chief, instead of coming to trade as he 
had given me lo understand he would, held a hunting 
party with a number of his people on the old Scottish 
principle of the ring, a common ami successful mode of 
hunting among the South African tribes. On this occa- 
sion, however, tlie ring was mismanaged, and the game 
broke tlirough. In the evening one lai^e ox was brought 
for barter, but we did not agree about the price. Our 
oxen now presented a most woful appearance, the greater 
part of tliem being very lame, and nearly all more or lew 
ailing. Tliis was a most startling fact, and, as the Bechu- 
anas did not seem dbposed to bring oxen for barter, it 
o3 
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threatened to oppose an infiurmountalile barrier lo our 
progress either backwards or forwards. 

Two hours having elapsed after breakfast the following 
morning, and the chief not having made hi» appearance 
according to promise, Mr. O. and I went up to the 
palace to ask liim what were his intentions in respect to 
the trading. He replied that he could not force his people 
to bring me oxen, but that he bad intimated my wishes to 
them. I then remarked that lie would do me a friendship 
if he would set his i»eople the example by first dealing with 
me himself, as I knew that I should then have no difficulty 
with them. The chief, after some demur, told me tliat 
oxen would be brought for barter, and ref|uested me to go 
before liim to the waggons, and get my coffee-kettle under 
weigh. In the evening I obtained one good-looking ox 
from one of his men for ammunition. When Mahura 
left I presented him with some sugar for his cotfce and h 
whipsdck. 

The chief again made lus appearance, accompanied by 
bia interpreter and several of his people, early next day, 
bringing stout young cattle to barter for guns and ammu- 
nition. Having taken coffee, the chief called me aude, 
and, pointing out to me two good-looking young oxen, said 
they were his, and that he wanted powdei- for them. 1 
asked him how much he would require, and he replied 
that he bad brought a measure, and that if I would fill it 
with powder I could have the two oxen. When I beheld 
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the wooden measure I thought the chief was going to 
drive a hard bargain with me. On filling it, however, 
with powder, I found that it held about eighteen pounds, 
and as this nas not an exorbitant price lor two good 
oxen I was very glad to get them, and I told the chief 
I was satisfied with his nieaaure. He and all his people 
seemed to tliink they had got a bargain, and, the ex- 
ample now being set, the trading went on rapidly, and 
by sundown I had purchased twenty-two oxen, twenty of 
which were quite fit for work. In the forenoon Mr. O. 
and I went to look at the cattle (which we allowed to 
remain night and day in the veld), and had the satisfaction 
to find a decided improvement in them. The chief was in 
high spirits all day, and on leaving nie in the forenoon he 
said he would give me a fat cow to kill for my people, and 
tliat he would bring me a large-homed ox to purchase. 
In the evening the fat cow was brought and alain, but tlie 
herds brought the wrong ox, so the chief sent it l>ack 
again. A cousin of the chief, named Mokalliharri. anxious 
to cultivate my good graces, gave me a fat wether. We 
remained several days longer purchasing oxen, which. 
together with our horses, uow amounted to one hundred 
and eleven, not counting our lauie oxen, which we deter- 
mined to leave witli Mahura. 

On the 3rd of May we again inspanned, and held on 
beyond the Hart River. The country to the west was 
not frequented by the game, and here the grass was 
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tall and rank ; and covers of considerable size of thom- 
treea and grey-leaved busbee^were scattered over the land- 
scape ; it was a still and secluded spot. I observed several 
vultures soaring over one of these covers witliin a quarter 
of a mile of tlie waggons, and, thinking it very probable 
that they were attracted by some lion devouring his prey, I 
ordered a couple of horses to be saddled and rode towards 
the place, with one after-rider aud about a dozen of my 
doge. I was right in my conjecture j fur, e^ I cantered 
along, I had the satisfaction to behold a majestic old 
black-mancd lion walking parallel to me, and within 
a hundred yards. He had not yet observed me: he 
looked go dark, that at the fii-st glance I mistook him in 
the long grass for a blue wildelieest ; next moment, how- 
ever, he turned hia large, full, imposing face to me, aod 
I knew that it was he. Shouting to the dogs wiih all my 
might, I at once dashed towards luni, followed by my 
after- rider at a respectful distance carrying my rifle. 

The lioD, as I expected, was panic-stricken, and took to 
his heels, bounding through the long grass at top speed, 
'llie dogs went at him in gallant style, I following not far 
behind them, and yelling to encourage niy pack. The 
lion, finding we had the speed of him, reduced his pace 
to a sulky trot, and tlie dogs came up and followed 
barking within a few yards on each nde of him. In faa]f 
a minute more I liad passed ahead and halted my horse 
for a shot ; but looking round for my after-rider, who 
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carried my riflu, 1 beheld him slowly approachmg with 
pallid countenance at least a hundred yards behind. 
The lion faced about, and, springing on Shepherd, one 
of my favourite dogs, he lay for several seconds upon 
lihn, and having bitten him so that he could not rise he 
iMntinued his course. A few moments after he knocked 
over another dog, called Vixen, winch escaped with a 
alight scratch. The lion had now gained the edge of a 
small cover, and Booi, coming up at a very easy pace. 
handed me my rifle. In another minute the noble beast 
came to bay in a thick bush, and, facing round, lay down 
to await our attack. I then rode up to within twelve 
yards of him, and. halting niy horse, I ended tlie grim 
lion's career with a single ball behind the shoulder, cut- 
ting tlie main arteries close to the heart. On receiving 
tiie ball his head dropped to the ground, and, gasping for 
a moment, be expired. I dismounted, and, plucking a 
lock of hair from his mane, I placed it in my bosom and 
returned to camp, having been absent barely ten minuteB- 

After breakfast a party went to inspect the lion, and 
bring home his trophies. On proeeetling to seek for 
Shepherd, the dog which tlie lion had knocked over in 
the chase, I found him with his back broken and his 
bowels protruding from a gash in the stomach ; I was, 
therefore, obliged to end his misery with a ball. 

We marched again at sunrise, and at aliout ten A.M. I 
drew up my waggons beside the large pan where I had 
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•r UE^ ia vtA m ba, b«t «ae dHppnied. In the 
WJtBwam, &«^ the ij^iM to Mkm, I rode abemd 
viABM; nimnatMagAtwtxi IxTgepnl drew tbe 
eorar Ijiag to tke cmtk af it, ejecting tofiodaEon. 
When the waggoas came ap I famed mj taaxf beade 
fte tf aj Bu- gmfc , and. ttbeenimg a tod of hlac wydebewt 
■akaig fir w^ cattle, I proceeded to wnlajr tben, sad 1 
fired two long thoo. Next ndDote Booi came up to me, 
and njd Ifait on my fiiii^ be hid utaemi a Hon Bticfc 
Ub bead up in the loi^ gns in tbe Tky oppoette to me- 
I felt inciined to doabt tbe rerachy of his optics. I sent 
lum back, bowerer, with inftmctioas to briag eight dogs, 
bot Booi tlioDgbt tbe whole pack vould be better, wad 
retomed with thirty. 

I tben rode direct for the spot where the lion was 
supposed to be. Booi was correct ; and on drawing near, 
two savage lionesses sat up in the grass and growled 
fiercely at us. An unlucky belt of reeils, about sixty 
yards long and twenty broad, intervened between me and 
the lionesses, and on percciring their danger they at once 
dashed into this cover : then followed tlte most woful 
cutting up and destruction amongst my best and most 
valuable dogs. The lionesses had it all their own way. 
In vain I rode round and round the small cover endea- 
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vouring to obtain a peep of them, wliich would have 
enabled me to put a speedy coDclusiun to the murderous 
work within. The reeds were so tall and dense, that, 
although the lionesses were often at bay within eight or 
ten yards of me, it was impossible to see them. At 
length one came outside the cover on the opposite aide, 
when I fired a shot from the saddle. My horse was 
unsteady, nevertlicless 1 wounded her, and, acknow- 
ledging the shot with angry growls, she re-entered the 
reeds. 

A number of tlie dogs, whicli had gone off after a herd 
of blue wildebeests, now returned, and, coming down 
through the long grass, started a third lioness, which 
came growling down into the cover and joined her com- 
rades. This was the signal for my united pack to make 
a bold sally into the centre of the lions' den, when they 
were savagely met by the three lionesses, who rushed 
furiously up and down, knocking the dogs about with just 
as much facility as three cats would have disposed of the 
same number of mice. For several minutes nothing was 
to be heard but the crashing of the reeds, the growling of 
the lions, and the barking and shrieking of the mangled 
pack : it was truly a most painful moment to my feelings. 
Carey, who had come up to assist, remarked to me that 
•' there was an awful mcusacree going on among the 
dogs ;" and he was right. Night now setting in put an 
end to this horrid work, and, with feelings of remorse and 
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deep regret at my folly in not having at once called off my 
poor dogs, I wended my way to camp. On numbering 
the slain three of my beet bounds were found to have 
forfeited their lives in the unequal contest, and Bcven or 
eight more were very badly wounded, exposing the most 
fearful gashes, from wliich several of them never recovered. 
Whilst I was oeeupied with the lions my followers were 
forming a kiaal for the cattle. 

Before the day began to break next morning lions 
were heard roaring to the west : aecordingly, I rode in 
that direction with Booi and a detachment of dogs, stiU 
resolved to follow the king of beasts, notwithstanding the 
disasters of the former day. Having ridden about a mile, 
we reached the end of a long piece of cover, averaging a 
hundred yards in brcailili, where I at once discovered tJie 
fresh spoor of a troop of lions. The dogs took it up and 
followed on at a wary pace, the hair bristling on their 
backs. On reaching the end of this cover a second one 
appeared several hundred yards to my right, whilst a 
little to my left was a smalt vley, and here I observed 
a jackal steal away, while a crow sounded his ominuus 
voice in advance. 

These ^gns bid fair for the proximity of lions, and 1 
remarked to Booi tliat wc must he upon them ; it waa so. 
Next moment I observed a yellowish form on a barish 
spot two hundred yards ahead, which we knew must be 
the lion, and thither we rode at top speed. On observing 
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US he raised liU noble head, but quickly again laid it 6at 
on the ground, intending to «roueh in the hope that we 
should pass him by unnoticed. Within twentyyardsofhim 
lay a. noble lioness with two half-grown young lions. On 
seeing tlial our course was direct for where they lay, they 
bounded up and charged for the cover to our right, the 
old lion displaying more cowardice than either liis royal 
spouse or the young lions, and taking the lead at the 
best pace tliat lie could muster. I did not wait for my 
rifle, but shouting to oiy dogs I pressed forward and tried 
to cut off his retreat. I was even with him and the 
lioness, and within twenty yards, when they reached the 
cover, wliicli they sullenly entere<i. The dogs seemingly 
were apprehensive of following too near such dangerous 
game, piobably warned by the fate of tlicir comrades on 
the preceding day. 

The noble game having thus retreated, I placed Booi at 
one end of the cover to keep watch, while 1 rode to the other 
und to beat up through the centre with the dogs. Twice 
I drew the cover unsuccessfully, but the third time the 
dogs found the lionet lying under a bushy tree. Then 
followed a hay, when I rode up and gave her both barrel* 
l)ehind tlie shoulder, which partially disabled her. My 
third shot entered beside her eye and blew away the 
entire half of her brain-pan. When riding up I had 
heard a dog shriek, and on looking round me 1 beheld 
poor Vitberg, a valuable dog, and one that was extremely 
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cstt^ 9Bd iat^es ^riarlK&reil fiir ailes acrosB die 
ftafn, aaii tb^T v«fre r:ari£y r«%!i]^er«d faeibre the son wms 
voder. It biev^ a gale of wind thnw^oiit the first half 
t4 the nigbt ; trex&eodoas shovers of hail and rain suc- 
ctfrdm^ (me another in quick socccsEioii, accompanied by 
appalling thunder and Ugbtning. 

Ab tlie day broke we heard lions moaning to the west, 
and I rode in quest of them, accompanied by Mr. O. 
and (lart'y, with a detachment of dogs. In drawing the 
c^iver UfHide which I had found the lions yesterday, I 
iuiuitt upon two young lions, one of which, standing to 
give UH battle, I finiblied with two shots : his comrade 
iliole iiwuy, ))Ut after a sharp burst the dogs ran him to 
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bay, when I rode up, and, digmountiiig, flogged tlie dogs 
off, and glew liim with a single shot in tlie skull. 

The next morning, which was the 9th, for several houre 
before the day dawned, a lion stood roaring terrihly on a 
bushy eminence within two hundred yards of the waggons, 
and held west just as it became light, roaring occasionally 
as he went. We determined to give him hattle if we 
could only find him, and before it was clear we were in 
our saddles pricking along the edge of the vley, accom- 
panied by about a dozen of the do^, who started the nohle 
beast, but he got away unseen by any of ua. 

Our dogs kept up an incessant harking during the 
night, and we imagined that lions were prowling around 
our camp. In the morning, however, we discovered that 
we had been favoured with the presence of far less illua- 
trious, yet more presuming visitors. A pack of audacious 
hyasnas had visited our fire^de, and, not content with 
cracking and swallowing the bones which they found 
there, they had eaten our table-cloth, which consisted of 
the skin of a sable antelope, and carried off the lid of our 
canteen and two large camp-stools, which I lately had 
made to order in Colesherg. One of these we had the 
good fortune to recover, minus the rlieimpys ; the other 
will probably be found in after years, and preserved as a 
fiechuana or Bushman relic. 

On the 12th I drew up my waggons on the nortli bank 
of the famous Mcritsane. Here ! had the pleasure to 
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y having been 

hmnt h; tke &fc^bri agae aonde preTiously, and 
fa— l e i hf Ae cMf «•«■, a nA and verdant crop of 
ynag pas had n— g Bf^ pnog die undnUtiog pluoa 
»ftwh m<.bmI iffiaiMii I «M ddigbtfld OB be- 
I ir g t^ftrlkne»i^k— uM kn the <diect of 
itfT i ela ig Ae ye li Ae f fcp» ifl tbe g o irocndiiig frta, 
aad I iiirfili^lj htfti ta fan ia with dands, as titej 
are gemeaJij met vith by the IncsMet fanntiirs ia the 
TidnitjartbeMenlsaae. Having hnakfiuied, I saddled 
Bp three of my leelett steeds, and, accooipanied fay two 
aAer-ffidos, I rode Girth in a nortfaeriy direction, and 
eucfally aoi^it (or daod's spoor. Presently I owaed 
the oU TfaiiiMaii road, and iaanediately diacon-red fresh 
■wor, (fj—it*^ la that of Hamt^, but, in oij otanioo, a 
little too la^e. In a bu&lo cooutry I should have at 
ooc« pronounced it to be the spoor of buffiiloei, but Uii?«e 
for roany years bad not frequented the Meritsane, and 
were not to be expected nearer than the Molopo. Even 
in the daye of Harris twelve j-ears ago^ or upwards, 
buSiloe£ had forsaken the Mcritsane. As I rode on, the 
spoor became more abundant, and ven* soon fiesh duug 
disclosed to mc tliat a verj' large herd of buffaloes Itad 
lately pastured there. 

The spoor of zebras, blue wildebeests, tiartebeeets, and 
sassaybys was extremely abundant, and of oil of tbe:ic I 
fell in with very couadcrable herds. I had resolved, how- 



Chap. XXXI. THE MEBITSANE. 

ever, not to disturb the country, for fear of starting any 
elands which might be there, and rode past, leaving 
tliem unmolested. After proceeding for many miles, I 
had the mortification to ascertain that only a very few 
elands now frequented these parts, and after a fruitless 
search for these few I turned my face for camp, and 
resolved to fire into whatever game I might fall in 
with. I yachcd a large herd of blue wildebeest and a. 
hei'd of hartebeests, and waa very unfortunate, wouudtng 
several, but fmhng to aecure one. Tliis was to me most 
particularly annoying, our flesh in camp being com- 
pletely exliausted, and my large pack of dogs famishing. 
I resolved therefore to march next morning for Lotlo- 
kane, and hunt in advance of the waggons. 

The next day I rode forth with one after-rider, resolved 
to do my best to supply the deficiency in camp. I 
directed the waggons to follow, and outapan at the Flat 
Kocks, half-way to Lotlnkane. I had proceeded but 
a short distance when I had the satipfaction to behold 
a magnificent herd of buffaloes quietly pasturing within 
half a mile of me on the opposite bank of the Meritsane. 
This was a first-rate look-out, and exactly what I stood 
in need of, considering the present tow state of my com- 
missariat. I returned to meet the waggons, where I 
saddled another steed, named Brown, which was steady 
under fire, and I once more rode forth, accompanied 
by Mr. O., with two aftei-riders, and a large detach- 
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ment of the dogs, resolved to deal death among the 
buffaloes. We rode to leeward of the herd to give the 
dogs their wind, and then galloped in upon them. At 
first, bewildered, iliey stood gazing at us until we were 
within thirty yards of them, when, seeing their danger, 
a panic spread throughout the whole herd, and, wheeling 
about, they crashed along through the underwood in a 
dense mass, impeding one another's progress. 

In two minutes I was alongside of the herd, and, dis- 
mounting, fired right and left into two old cows ; one of 
these immediately dropped to the rear of the troop, and, 
staggering for a few seconds, fell over and expired. The 
herd now left the river and doubled back, pasung 
through a belt of low cover. I halted a moment to load. 
Following on, I came right \i\wn the other buffalo that I 
had wounded, standing with a comrade in a dense bnsh. I 
observed her before she could charge me, and three more 
shots laid her low. The reports of Mr. O.'a gun now 
sounded ahead, anil, galloping forward, I observed him to 
my right actively engaged with four old buffaloes, which 
stood at bay iu a large bush in the open country ; the benl 
had vanished. A single buffalo, however, was at this 
moment making off between me and Mr. O., to which 
I gave chase. My after-rider was up first, and headed 
it, when the buffalo charged him furiously, and next 
moment she cliarged me, but my trusty steed was loo 
actire for her, and I bowled her over with two good siiotx 
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in the shoulder. I then rode up to assist Mr. O. 
Two of the four bufialoea were lying wounded in the 
bush. Riding up within forty yards of them, I fired into a 
fine old cow, when she and lier comrade broke bay, and 



Some of my dogs now came up 
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took down to the i 

to my assiatance, and brought the wounded bu^lo to bay 

in the stream, and two more shots laid her low. 

I then rode to meet my waggons, which were standing 
on the rising ground above ; and as I was directing my 
men where to draw up, I observed two more buffaloes 
coming down the river's ade, which, observing us, took 
shelter in a belt of lofty reeds. Most of my dogs having 
come up, I resolved to have another chase, and rode- 
straight for the reeds where the buflaloes had disappeared. 
I cnme right upon a noble bull, within four yards of lilni. 
Fortunately for me he did not charge, but broke Jiway up 
the river-side, followed by the dogs, lie led me a »harp 
chase, and came to bay at last, wiicn he fell with two shots 
within tliirty yards of the second cow I had shot in the 
commencement of the chase. This made five old buffaloes 
I had bagged out of the herd; Mr. O, bagged his 
two, making in all fcven. 

Af^r breakfast I despatched men with two spans of 
oxen, directing them to select four of tlie fattest huffiiloes 
and drag tliem to the waggons. All hands were busy 
butchering and salting until sundown, In the evening I 
went out with my rifle in quest of a buffalo-calf, which 
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had been left by the lierd in the morning. On obserring 
me, the savage young bufelo, to my utter sGloni^famentf 
turned upon me. anil charged down in the most deter- 
mined manner. I stood liis charge, with my rifle at m^ 
shoulder, and, covering hia head until he was within fou^ 
yards of me, I arrested him in fuJI career with a ball in' 
the forehead. 

Three of the hufiiilocs which we had shot having been 
left in the veld, I deemed it more than probable that a 
lion might be found on some one of them if sought for' 
at early dawn; accordingly, having substituted a bowl 
of warm milk for coflee, I rode forth with an after-rider 
and a troop of my dogs to seek the king of )>east3. Oa 
gaining the first buffalo, I found that my natives had left 
a flag of peace flying over him, wliich had guarded him from 
the attacks of the beasts of prey. Upon the second buflalo, 
however, a hundred vultures were feasting merrilie, but, 
as I approached the third, the suddi'n rush of a flight 
of vultures over my head towards the buffalo told me 
that some occupant which had hitherto kept them aloof 
had that moment quitted the carcase; and on g.i1Ioping 
forward and clearing an intervening rising ground, I had 
the satisfaction to behold a huge and shagg}' lion trotting 
slowly off towards the cover along the banks of the river, 
within two hundred yards of me. 

I instantly rode for him at top speed to get my dogs clear 
of the carrion, and, if possible, to bring the lion to ba^ 
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before he should gain any bad cover. We camo up with 
hira juat as he gained a small belt of reeds on tlie river's 
liank. The lion sprang into the river's bed and stood at 
bay. Riding up within fifteen yards, I disabled him with 
a sliot in the shoulder, and then, springing from my horse, 
which was unsteady, I went up to within twelve yards on 
foot, and finished him with my second shot, which he got 
behind the shoulder. This waa a fine old lion, with 
perfect tusks and a very beautifiil coat of hair. Leaving 
Booi to protect him from the vultures, I rode to c^mp, 
and despatched men with instructions to flay him with the 
utmost care. In the afternoon I inspanned, intending to 
march, but continued showers of rain prevented mc. 
Next day, however, we reached Lotlokanc. 

As morning dawned on the 16th a lioa roared to 
the north within a quarter of a mile of us, and shortly 
after two other lions moaned to the east I rode in 
quest of them with dogs and an aft<^r-ride^. Harte- 
beests, zebras, and pallahs were standing aliout in all 
directions, and leading my dogs away I failed to find 
the lion. In the forenoon, anxious to obtain a gemsbok, 
I saddled up my three fliretest steeds, and rode in a 
northerly direction, with two afttr-riders, taking with me 
a light single-barrelled gun. I started several fine stein- 
boks, which are here abundant. Having ridden a few 
miles, 1 entered upon a magnificent level park, thickly 
adomed with groves of thorn-trees, on which were grazing 
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large herds nf blue wildebeeBts, zebras, hartebeests, 
s|>ringboks. KnowlDg tliat eland and gemsbok 
generally to be found in the vicinity of herd^ of other 
game, I resolved to ride in a semidrcle to windward of_ 
these, and carefully examine the ground for the 
iougbt. 

Having made a sweep for this purpose, we were slowly 
returning, wlien four miperb elands charged up wind 
right in oiu* faces. To these we instantly g^ve cliase. 
Booi, cotuing up first, singled out the heaviest tmll, 
which he hi-oke from the troop, aud drove towards camp- 
Coming up with the remaiuing three, I selected the best 
head, and, at^r a sharp chase, laid him low with a singlr 
ball in the shoulder. 1 then rode to assist Boot, who vas 
about a quarter of a milo to windward ou the plaio 
below me : and coming up to him, wc caunily drove on 
the noble eland, wliicli we succeeded in bringing right uii 
to the waggons, where I bowled him OYcr with two sliot« 
in the shoulder. Not yet having a slutfed bull elandt 
head, and this being a. fair specimen, I directed it to 
cut off for my collection. 

^^'e now held on for the Molopo, upon the banks of wl 
i had some fine sport with loan antelope and reltl 
and Ml the 29th of May reached Sichely's kraal oa 
Kouloubeng. 

Within a mile of this chiefs residence we were met by 
parties of tlie Baq,ualnes : these men had b).vn aunt U^ 
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Sichely to ascertain who wt' were, he liuving heard from 
some Bakaluhari that three waggons were at hand. I 
saddled up and mtle ahead of the waggons with Mr. 
Livingstone 8 letters. 

On the 31st we again in^nned anil held on for the 
Limpopo, reaching my old drift on that river on the 15th 
of June. 

The greater part of the day was devoted to cutting 
down the opposite bank and getting the waggons ihrougU, 
which we accomplished by sundown, taking each waggon 
through with twenty oxen. 

On the 18th, the moon heing full, I crossed the river 
with Mr. Orpen, Carey, and attendants, and made for the 
fountain at Charebe, in the hope of enjoying some night- 
shooting with elephants. We had the ill luck to alarm 
Ihe elephant* frequenting the water and to drive them 
out of the district. On the 23rd, as 1 was returning to 
camp from the water at Guapa, we suddenly heard the 
cry of elephants about a quarter of a mile to windward. 
I took Ilamaehumie along with me and held forward for 
an inspection of the troop. 

The cries of elephants were repeated in different 
directions, and I at once knew that there mui^t be a 
very tai^e herd of them. Haring ascended a lofty 
thorn-tree, I obtained a view of the grey backs of some 
of the elephants appearing above the underwood of the 
forest. I sent Ramachumie back to bring up the dogs, 
f2 
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and when tliey came I rode forward for 
inspection. It was a troop of upwards of a hundi 
elephants, but it uoitsieted entirely of cows and young 
bulls. Having endt'avoured for nearly half an hour 
to select a good elcpljant, I crept in within fij 
yards of a fairish bull, and gave him a shot betund 
shoulder : my followers, howevLT, failwl (o slip the dog* 
or to bring on my horse, and while I nin hack for tliera 
the elephant got away in the herd- The doge attacked 
another bull, which, after a long chase, I rolled oTer 
The elephant had scarcely fallen, when old Mutchuisho^ 
with a party of Bamangwato men came up like a flij 
of vultures in quest of flesh. The next day I i>hot anol 
elephant. 

On the 29th I again inspanned, and in the afiemoon 
crossed the Mocoolwej and drew up on its opposite hdt 
On the march I hunted ahead of the wagons, and sbot 
watcrbuck and doe, and started a troop of seven or ei§ 
lions, headed by a patriarcbel-looking old fellow of i 
usual size. 

One long march across country on the next Aaf 
brought ihe waggons to tlie Basileka. I hunted ahead of 
the waggons, and shot two pallabg and a cow-camelopard. 
We formed the waggons at my old camp, but, observing 
tsetse on the horses, I at once resolved to leave Seleka's 
on the morrow. 

About midnight a huge lion mad^' a most du 
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attack on my cattle-kraal, charging ret'klessly through 
the thick thoro-hedge : he sent the panic-stricken cattle 
flying in dire confuaion, and dashed to the ground a 
Talwable nx, which lay groaning in his powerful grasp. I 
was awakened by the noi?c, and, instantly directing a 
troop of the dogs to be let loose, the cowardly lion was 
pnt to flight. The poor ox sprang to his feet and joined 
his companions, but I was obliged to shoot him next 
day, his fore and hind quarters having been fearfully 
lacerated. 

About nine a.m. I left Seleka's, and at sundown halted 
on the Limpopo, opposite Guapa. 

Here I remained for many days, making successful 
excursions with Mr. Orpen across the river in search of 
elephants. On these occasions, however, and likewise upon 
all aubBec|nent encounters with the elephants, I had the 
mortification to remark that on coming up with the ele- 
phants my followers invariably yielded to a natural 
impulse, and thus throughout the entire expedition the 
whole hnint of the elephant- hunting lay upon my 
shoulders, not a single elephant being bagged or even 
wounded by any individual in my establishment except 
myself. 

On our return from one of these expeditions we came 
upon a heart-sickening sight. The Bamalette tribe, 
through whose district we were now hunting, had been 
attacked and put to flight by Sicomy a few months 
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before, when a large nnmber of them were bmcb 
in coRsequeDCC of which tbey had deserted ibeir fi 
town and ensconced themseWes in an elcraied ran 
the mountains. We vidtcd their deserted tu«n and ihs 
ground over which they had been pursued and ali 
We were horrified to behold the hleachii^ bones ■ 
akalls of those who had fallen ; the wolf and jackal hid^ 
feasted on iheir remains, and laid the long grass tit 
round each skeleton, the blood being Mill visible i 
the stones. Hair and torn fragments of karoases la; 
scattered around. 

On the 12tli I had another hard day in the moantaina 
after elepliants, and at nlglit I watched a fountain, t 
(hot an old lioue^iS. She came and drank within tea 
yards of me ; the ball entered the i^ntre of her breaet, 
and rested in the skin In the middle of her back. 

On the 13th I despatched men to camp with the ekia</ 
the lioness, and held south for Charebe, which I found 
still deserted by the elephants. In the evening tfae 
natives wore all busy cooking tlie flesh of the liooesa, 
which wa^ excessively fat, aud esteemed by them a par- 
ticular delicacy. 

On the 25th of July at sunrise we inspanncd and held 
down the river, leaving three move of my stud behind 
me, two dearl and the other dying of tsetse. At sandowit 
we halted about twenty njilcs down the river. Whilst 
on our march next morning we came acn^e the fresh 
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spoor of a troop of bull -elephants, when I immediateljr 
'mtspanned. I was proceeding to follow up the elephants' 
spoor, when I was met by a party of Bakalahari, wlio in- 
formed me that other elephants had drunk im the opposite 
side, and some miles higher up the river, during the 
night. I resolved to go there in quest of tliem. We 
crossed the Limpopo at a most rocky drift, where the 
horses were in danger of hrealting their legs, and, holding 
up the river, we took up the spoor of three old bulle. 
Having followed it for five miles, we at length got into a 
I'ountry so densely covered with locusts that the spoor 
waa no longer visible. A large herd of elephants had, 
during several previous nights, however, been there 
feasting upon these insects. After a little while we made 
a Mst in advance, and again discovered tlie spoor of the 
three bulls, and came up with them about an hour before 
fundowii, in company with a noble troop of about fifteen 
other bull -elephants, and, the wind being favourable, they 
were not aware of our approach. Whilst riding slowly 
round them on the lee side, endeavouring to select the 
best bull, a splendid old fellow broke across from my 
right, whose ivnry far surpassed any other in the herd. 
To him I accordingly adhered, and laid him low after 
an easy battle, having only given him five shots. I 
received no assistance from my dogs, they, as is often 
llic case, having packed upon the worst elephant in the 
troop. The tusks of this huge elephant being unusually 
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perfect, I resolved to preserve the entire skull. I ac- 
cordingly eent a mc^^enger to camp to instruct my people 
to bring a waggon for the head, while I stood sentry over 
it. Three days pas^d before the waggon appeared, 
having bad to cross the Limpopo at a ford many miles 
above my camp. I occupied mj-self in the mean time in 
preparing the feet of the elephant, which I preaeried. 

In a few days we reached the fountain of Seboono, at 
which I watched for several nights, and slew some fine 
old elephants with splendid tusks. I hunted, as during 
last Beaaon. by moonlight with dogs, and by Ibe 24th of 
August had the satisfaction of making up my bag to a 
hundred and Bve select elephants killed in South A&ica. 
We now found the district to be much deserted bj- the 
elephants, and accordingly ini^panned the waggons on the 
3rd of September, and marched down the Limpc^ 
towards the district frequented by hippopotami. 

On the 4tli I rode up the river to shoot hippopotami. 
Of these I found three troops, and bagged one first-rate 
bull and wminded others I saw several crncodilea of 
unusual vastness. Some of them must have been sixteen 
feet in length, with bodies as large as that of an ox. 
Retuniing to the waggons in the evening, I heard Mr. O, 
engaged with a huge invincible old bull-hippopotamiie. 
On going to his assistance, and finding tliat he had 
expended his ammunition, I attacked the hippopotamus, 
which I barely finished with dx or eight more shot^. 
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We rode down the river for several mornings hunting 
after hippopotami, a great number of which we killed. 
As the tusks of some of thcae were very fine, we chopped 
them out of the jaw-bones, a work of considerable difBcully. 
On the 17th I was attacked with acute rheumatic 
fever, which kept me to my bed, and gave me ex- 
cruciating pain. Whilst I lay in this helpless Biale 
Mr. Orpen and Present, who had gone up the nver to 
shoot sea-cows, fell in with an immense male leopard, 
which the latter wounded very badly. They then sent 
natives to camp to ask me for doga, of which I sent them 
a pair. In about an hour the natives came running to 
camp and said that Orpen was killed by the leopard. 
On further inquiry, however, I found that he was not 
really killed, but fearfully torn and bitten about the 
arms and head. They had rashly taken up the spoor 
on foot, the dogs following behind them, instead of 
going in advance. The consequence of this was, that 
they came right upon the leopard before they were 
aware of him, when Ori)en 6red and missed him. 'ITie 
leopard then sprang on his shoulders, and, dashing him to 
the ground, lay upon him growling and lacerating his 
hands, arms, and head most fearfully. Presently the 
leopard permitted Orpen to rise and come away. Where 
were the gallant Present and all the natives, that not a 
man of tliem moved to assist the unfortunate Orpen ? 
According to an established custom among all colonial 
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tfrnnte, the instknt the leopard qnrang Present dis- 
charged his jneoe m the air, and then, dadnng it to the 
ground, be mihed down the bank and jimiped into tfale 
river, along wUdi be swam some bnndred yards befiore 
he would Tentore on terra firma. Hie natives, though 
numerous and armed, bad lij^ewise fled an another direc- 
tion. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

Mr. Orpen and myielf in a helpless condition — We leave the low- 
lying Limpopo for the Mountauu — Trading with Beleka — 
Ceremony to import the [lOwer of nuoceMful Shooting — March 
to the Ngotwani and retrace our slcjis to the Limpojio — Enor- 
in"ue Herds of BulTaloee — An exciting Lion-hunt — Three 
of my l)oga killed — The noble Beast takea the water, followvd 
by a Dog and a Crocodile — A bold Mnun Iain-range — 
Abundance of Ciamo — A brilliant Lion-hunt — Two killed 
out of a troop of four — Ithinooeroa-hunting — Leave the 
Mariqua Ilivor — Sublime Scenery — Another Lion-hunt — 
A DuSilIo rijiB up my nfi<r-rider'a Ilorse — Ci»raelopard-ch«« 
— Suddeu encounter with two huge Liona — Arrival at Sichely'» 
Kraal. 



Both Orpen and myself were now reduced to a state of 
utter helplessness — he from his wounils, which were 
many and dangerous, and I from the fever, though I 
was slowly recovering. It was of no use therefore to 
remain longer in the low-lying district ahout the Limpopo, 
so I resolved to marcli ou steadily to Sichi'ly*s country 
We accordingly marched on the 27tli of September, and 
(ID the 2nd of Octobir I cn<»mped on the bank of the 
Limpopo, a little above its junction nnth the Lcpalala. 
Here Seleka's men requested me to halt a day, a^ their 
chief wished to trade with me, which I agreed to do. 
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Kext morning Seleka anired with a conaderable 
retinae, bringing some good specimen* of Becbuana 
arau to barter for muskets and aiDiDunition. He made me 
a present of some Becliuana beer, and a sort of fermented 
porridge ; thia, be said, he considered as a gift, but he ex- 
peeted that 1, in return, would give him some gunpowder. 
This is the usual style otpreteiiU in Southern Afnca. 

In tiie afternoon I exchanged a mii^t for nine very 
handsome assagais, a battle-axe, and two shields of 
hutTalo-hidc. I also uxehanged some assagais for am- 
munition ; and oblaineil other articles of native manu- 
facture in payment for cutting the anns of two or three 
of the nobilitj', and rubbing medidne into the inciuons, 
to enable ibem to eboot well. Whilst performing this 
abeurd ceremony, in wbicb the Bechuanas have un- 
1>ounded fuith, I held before the eyes of tlie initiated 
sportsman prints of each of the game quadrujicds of the 
country ; at the same time anointing him with the me- 
dicine (which was common turpentine), ajid looking him 
most seriously iu the face, I said, in his own language, 
" Slay tlie game well ; let the course of thy bullet be 
through the hearts of the wild beasts, thine hand and 
heart be strong against the Hun, against the grt'at ele- 
phant, againi^t the rhinoceros, against the buffalo," &v. 

On die 5tli we inarched at sunrise, and, trekking 
steadily along, arrived on the 8th at the drift on the 
Umpopo where, on the former occasion, I bad crossed the 



I 




L 



Chap. XXXII. BETCRN TO THE l.rMPOPO. 32o 

river. Tlie game was very abundftnt in our course, but 
(Jarey aud Present were rarely successful in killing, and 
I was obliged, at lengtli, weak as I was, to take the field, 
as we were sadly in want of flesh. On the I3th we made 
the banks of the Ngotwani, up which we proceeded for 
several days ; but (hiding that there was scarcely any 
water in it, and that it would be impoasible to reach 
Sichely's country by this route, 1 determined to retrace 
my steps. We accordingly marched for the Limpopo, 
which I fell in with once more on the 23rd, having killed 
a noble old lion in my way. 

We trekked up along the banks of the river for the 
Mariqua, and a little before sundown fell in with two 
enormous herds of buffaloes, one of which. eonsieUng 
phiefly of hulls, stood under the shady trees on one side 
of the bank, whilst the other, composed chiefly of cows 
and calves, stood on the opposite side, a little higher up 
the river. In all there were at least three hundred. 
Thinking it probable that if I hunted them I might kill 
some old bull with a head perhaps worthy of my collec- 
tion, I ordered my men to outspan, and, having saddled 
steeds. I gave chase to the herd of bulls, accompauicd 
by Booi and my dogs. After a short burst they took 
through the river, whereby I lost sight of an old bull 
which carried the finest head in the herd. My dogs, 
however, brought a cow to bay as ihey crossed the 
river, which I shot standing in the water, but not before 
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ehaO-doe, named 
rtmpgj. lUmm if life c^e^ariisn com 
■P «itb the hcH, wliefc m Mv eovdcnUj mattered; 
■nd after • tfavp dme, pnt of ^mIi was throng 
daefc wait-a-bil Ibom oorcr, I hcoi^ t ei^t or mne 
fiac boll* to ha; in lofty reeds at the nver's margin. 
exaetlj oppoate to my camp : of these I sb^ed ont the 
two beat beada, one of which I shot with fire balls, aad 
wounded the other badly, bat he made off while I was 
engaged with his comrade. 

Iti till! morning I instructed four of my people to cross 
the rirer, and bring over a supply of bufialo beef. Iltese 
mcii were very reluctant to go, fearing a lion mi^t 
have taken possession of the carcase. On proceeding 
to reconnoitre from our side, they beheld the majestic 
liunat tliuy dreaded walk slowly up the opposite bank 
frotii the doad liutlalo, and take up a position on the top 
iif tliu l>ank under some tihady thom-trcee. I resolved Iw 
givt< tiim battle, and rode forth with my double-bairelled 
Wtwtley Richnnls rifli-, followed by men leading the dogs. 
I'resent, who was one of tlie party, carried his row, no 
doubt to [K-rform wonders. Tlie wind blew up the river ; 1 
hnid up to M'i'k a drif^, and crossed a short dictaoce 
nUiTe wlion- the bulFiilo lay. As we drew near the 
•piit. 1 itb»(<rvnl tbc lion sitting on the Ivp of the bank. 
esaclly wbon- he had last boen sevn by my people. On 
»jr right, aud within two fauDdred yards of ate, waa a 
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>ery extenBive troop of pallaha, wluch antelope inva- 
riably manages b> be in the way when it is not at all 
wanted. On this occasion, however, I Bucceeded in pre- 
venting my dogs from observing tbcm. When the lion 
saw us coming, he overhauled ua for a moment, and then 
slunk down the bank for concealment; being well to 
leeward of him, I ordered the dogs to be slipped, and 
galloped forward. 

On finding that he was attacked, tlie lion at first made 
a most determined bolt for it, followed by all the dogs 
at a racing pace ; and when they came up with him 
he would not bay, but continued his course down the 
bank of the river, keeping close in beside the reeds, 
growling terribly at the dogs, which kept up an incessant 
angry barking. The hank of the river was intersected by 
deep watercourses, and, the ground being extremely slip- 
pery from the r^n which had fallen during the night, I 
was unable to overtake him until he came to bay in a 
patch of lofty dense reeds which grew on the lower bank, 
immediately adjacent to the river's margin. I had brought 
out eleven of ray dogs, and l>pfore I could come up 
three of them were killed. Ou reaching the spot I 
found it impossible to obtain the smallest glimpse of the 
lion, although the ground favoured me, I having the upper 
bank to stand upon ; so, dismounting from my horse, I 
tried to guess, from his horrid growluig, his exact position, 
and fired several shots on chance, but none of tliesc hit 
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him. I then commenced pelting him with lumps of earth 
and sticks, there being uo stones at hand. This bad the 
e^ct of making him shift his position, but he still kept in 
the densest part of the reeds, where I could do nothiug 
with him. 

Presently my followers came up, who, as a matter of 
course, at once established themselves safely in the tope of 
thom-trees. After about ten minutes* bullying, the lion 
seemed to consider his quarters too hot for him, and sud- 
denly made a rush to escape from liis persecutors, con- 
tinuing hia course dowu along the edge of the river. The 
dogs, however, again gave him chase, and soon brought 
him to bay in another dense patch of reeds, just as bad as 
the last. Out of this m a few minutes I managed to start 
him, when he bolted up the river, and came to bay in 
a narrow strip of reeds. Here he lay so close that for a 
long time I could not ascertain bis whereabouts ; at 
length, however, be made a charge among the dogs, and. 
coming forward, took up a position near the outside of the 
reeds, where for the first time I was enabled to give htni 
a shot My ball entered his body a little behind the 
shoulder. On receiving it he charged growling after tlio 
dogs, but not farther than the edge of the reeds, out 
of which he was extremely reluctant to move. I gave 
him a second shot, firing for bis head ; my ball entered 
at the edge of his eye, and passed tlu-ough the back of the 
roof of bis moutli. 
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The lion then sprang up, and, facing about, ilaehed 
Through (lie reeds, and plunged into the river, across 
which he swam, dyeing the waters with his blood; one 
black dog, named "Schwart," alone pursued him. A 
huge croewiile, attracted by the blood, followed in their 
wake, but fortunately did not take my dog, which I 
much feared ho would do. Present fired at the lion as 
he swam, and miaGed him ; both ray barrels were empty. 
Before, however, the lion could make the opposite bank, 
I had one loaded without patch, and just as his feet gained 
the ground I made a tine shot at his neck, and tnmed 
him over dead on tlie spot. Present, Carollus, and 
Adonis then swam in and brought him through. We 
landed him by an old hippopotamus footpath, an<l, the day 
being damp and cold, we kindled a fire, beeide which we 
tikinncd him. While this was going forward I liad a pain- 
ful duty to perform, viz, to load one barrel, and blow out 
Rascality's brains, whom the lion had utterly disabled in 
his after-quarters. Tims ended this protracted and all but 
unsuccessful hunt ; for ulien I at length managed to shoot 
him, the dogs were "luite tired of it, and, tiie reeds being 
green, I could not have set them on fire to force him nnt. 

The lion proved to be a first-rate one; he waa in the 
prime of life, and had an extiuisitely beautiful coat of hair. 
His mane was not very rank ; his awful teeth were (juite 
perfect, a thing whi<rh in lions of his age is rather unusual : 
and he had the finest luft of h.iir on tlie end of his tiil that 
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I had ever seen in a lion. In the chase my sfter-iicler, 
who fortunately did not carry my rifle, got a tremeoiloos 
capsize from bad riding, a common occiirrence with moft 
after-riders who have been employed in my service. The 
afternoon was spent in drying the wet mane of the Hon, 
skinning out the feet, and preserving the skin with alam 
and arsenical soap. 

On the 27th we reached the junctioo of the Mariqua 
with the Limpopo, when we once more bade farewell tn 
the latter, and held up the northern bank of the Mariqua. 
Tliis fine little river averages here about fire or rax i 
in width, and meanders along in a very serpentiof 
through a very brood open vley, its banks being in I 
places destitute of cover, excepting reeds, and in others tt 
densely clad with groves of thorn and willow trees, &c. 
Here I found rcitbuck, which do not frequent the Limpopo 
in those parts which I have visited. The country looked 
fresh and green, and all the usual varieties of game were 
abundant. Elephants had been frequenting the district 
some montiis previously, but had now deserted it. About 
fifty miles to the south and ea* a very bold and rocky 
extensive blue mountnin-chaln towered in grand reliof 
above the intervening level forest. The length of tliiB 
mountain chain seemed to be altoiit a hundred milee, its 
course about north-east, and it gradually became loftier 
and more rugged towards the north-eastern extremity. 
I believe the Limjtopo rises somewhere to the east of this 
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cliain, and t felt a strong desire to follow it to its source, 
hut under existing circumstances tins measure vas nut 
advisable. On the march we passed a small village of 
Rakalahari, which was surrounded with heaps of bones 
and ekulls of game. 

Next day we marched about eight miles up the river, 
and outspanned in a wide open vley. On the march I shot 
one sassayby. and wounded two black rhinoceroses. In 
the afternoon I rode up the edge of the river with Ruyter. 
in quest of reitbuck. of which I saw several small troops, 
but did not kill any, not getting a cliance of the old buclcB, 
which I hunted for llieir heads. I, however, shot one 
enormous crocodile, which we discovered fast asleep on the 
grassy bank of the river. He got two bails, one in the 
brains, and tlie other behind the shoulder, yet ueverthelesB 
in the struggles of death he managed to roll into the 
water, and disappeared. I was extremely surprised to 
see so enormous a crocodile in so small a stream ; his 
length was considerably greater than the width of the river 
at tlie spot where I shot liim. 

Marched again at sunrise, and I and Ruyter rode 
ahead to seek reitbuck. I deteclcil one of these squat- 
ting beside the river to shuu observation, and I shot him 
dead on the spot. He proved to he an old buck, but, 
both of his horns being broken in fighting, I did not 
keep the head. A little after this, two packs of wild 
dogs kept trotting and cantering slowly along before us, 
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one OB exdm- »fe of the liTtr ; ve h*d etorted Acta &wn 
two pdlals, whicli tbej had cai^l and were coDBoniing. 
Sfore ratfanA woe wen, and presentlr an old bn<4. 
esiTjing mmanall; 6iie barns, marted up befnre as in 
oompany with four iloes- By taking up a podlion in 
a hollow in the tIcj, sth) sending Ruyter to drive 
them towards me, I bad the satisEaction to succeed in 
bowling over this fine old buck, which proved to be a 
princely epedmen. I shot him mnning, and broke his 
back. 

Tlie waggons being opposite to us, we crossed the 
river, and deposited the head on my cardell ; and having 
proceeded a short distance farther up, we discovered the 
freeh spoor of an immense herd of elephants, cot;sisting 
mostly of old bulls. I drew up my waggons on a penin- 
Eidar well-wooded spot, and proceeded to take up the 
spoor. These elephants had at first fed for many hours 
among thorns in the vicinity of the river, and then 
marched in a long string right away out of the country, 
Afier following the spoor for a great many miles I be- 
came annoyed, and gave it up. 

On tlie Slst, as I was riding along the river's bunk, 
about two miles below the spot where some days Ijcfare 
I had fired Qt a large crncodlle, I came upon a similar 
reptile lying asleep on the opposite side, which I shot 
dead on the spot, putting the ball through the spine 
cloee into the back of the head. On receiving the ball. 
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he only made ii. slight coovuisive movemem, and then 
remaineti atill and motionless as if still asleep, not having 
in the slightest degree altered his portion: a copious 
stream of blood issued from the wound, and coloured 
the shallow water in which he lay. Having croeeed the 
river at a drift about a mile Ijelow, I rode up to inspect 
this hideous monster of the river, which, to my surprise, 
I found to he the same one at which, on the 28th, I 
hud Itred, and as I supposed killed. He bore the marks 
of both my bullets, oue of whith had fractured a part of 
his skull. The crocodile was a very old fellow, and a 
tine specimen, its length being upwards of twelve feet. I 
resolved, tlierefore, to preserve the skin, and with this 
intention, in the forenoon, I marched down six men, who 
were occupied until sundown in the novel work of flaying 
tlie crocodile. When, however, they had accomjilished 
their undeitakiug, I made up my mind that we should 
not be able to preserve the entire skin, and detei mined 
only to keep the head, which we brought to camp. The 
night set in with a heavy storm of wind, accompanied 
with rain. Roturuiog from skinning the crocodile to 
camp, I found the vley before me black with an immense 
herd of buflaloee, two of which I wounded, but did not 
follow. 

A few days afler this, just as Swint had milked the 
cows, and was driving them from the wooded peninsula 
hich we lay, atliwart the open ground, to graze with 




aad, d i wrt M ig mj bojs to leal sfto- ne » ijndlj as 
imaHeajt mmII roMnag paek of ncv-fcoted dog^ I 
n>de Ibrlli, MOCMBpsniEd by Ckn^ carrfii^ s epwe gun, to 

^ve biitle to the torn pin Boat. As I tnde out of tbr 
fieniiMiita, (hey diowed tbeinelTn on the bank oT (be rirer, 
■adi g iwiD g that tbeirfiral move would be a dtsgraceful 
retnni, I detemuaed to ride eo aa to make diem Uiiok 
that 1 bul not observed them, until I should be able to 
out off their retreat from the river, across the iipen vley, 
to tlie eudh'M foffrt beyond. That point being gained, I 
know thut tliey, tttill doubtful of my having observed them, 
would hold tbeir gniund on the river's bank until my 
dug! eiiuio up, wheu I could more advantageously make 
tliu attack. 

I cuiitered along, holding as if I meant to pasa 
the liont ut a distance of a quarter of a mile, until 
I wai oppo«it*t to them, when I altered my course, 
aud inclinod a little nearer. The lions then showed 
tynplomi nf uncounew ; they rose to tbeir feet, and. 
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overliauliog us for half a minute, disappeared over the 
bank. Tlicy reappeared, howcrer, directly, a little far- 
ther down ; and finding that their present position was 
bare, thej walked majestically along ibe top of the bank to 
a spot a few hundred yards lower, where the bank was well 
wooded. Here they seemed half inclined to await my 
attack ; two stretched out their massive arms, and lay 
ilown in the grass, and the other two sat up like dogs 
upon their baunehes. Deemir)g it prubable that when 
my dogs came up and I approached tbey would still 
retreat and make a bolt acroBS the open vley, I directed " 
Carey to canter forward aud take up the ground in the 
centre of the vley about four hundred yards in advance ; 
whereby the lions would be compelled either to give us 
battle or swim the river, which, although narrow, I knew 
tbey would be very reluctant to do. 

I now sat in my saddle, anxiously aMaiting the arrival 
of the dogs ; and whilst thus momentarily disengaged, I 
was much atruek willi the majestic and truly appalling 
appearance which these four noble lions exIiibiU'd. They 
were all full-grown immense males ; and I felt, I must 
confess, a little nervous, and very uncertain as to what 
might be the issue of the attack. When the dogs came 
up 1 rude right in towards the lions. They sprang 
to their feet, and trotted slowly down along the bank 
of the river, once or twice halting and facing about 
fur half a minute. Immediately below them there was 
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a Bmall deteriniQed bend in the stream, forming a eort of 
peninsula. Into this bend thej disappeared, snci next 
moment I. was upon them with my dogs. They bad taken 
shelter in a dense angle of the peninsula, well sheltered 
by high trees and reeds. Into this retieat the dogs at 
onee boldly followed them, making a loud barking, which 
was instantly followed by tlie terrible Toices of the lions, 
whifh turned about and chafed to the edge of the 
cover. Next moment, however, I lieard them plunge into 
the river, when 1 sprang from my horse, Bud, runniog to 
the top of the bank, I saw three of them ascending 
the opposite bank, the dogs following. One of them 
bounded away acro^^ the open plain at top speed, but 
the other two, finding themselves followed by the dogs, 
immediately turned to bay. It was now my turn, su, 
taking tliem coolly right and left with my little rifle, I 
made the most glorious double shot that a sportsman'^ 
heart could desire, disabling them both in the shoulder 
before they were even aware of my position. Theu 
suatcbiug my other gun from Carey, who that momeut 
had riddfu up to my assistance, I finished the first lion 
with a shot about the heart, and brought the second to a 
standstill by disabling him in hii hind quarters. He 
quickly crept iuto a dense, wide, dark green bush, 
in which for a lung time it was impossible to obtain ■ 
glimpse of him. At length, a clod of earth falling near 
hie hiding-place, he made a move which disclosed la 




A BRILLIAKT LION HUNT- 



337 



me hU posUion, when I finished blm with three more 
shots, all along the middle of his back. Carey swam 
across the river to flog off the di>g8 ; and when these came 
through to me, I beat up the peninsula in quest of the 
fourth lion, which haJ, however, made off. We then 
crossed the river a little higher up, and proceeded to 
inspect the noble prizes I had won. Both lions were well 
up in their years ; I kept the skin and skull of the finest 
specimen, and only the nails and tail of the other, one 
of whose canine teeth was worn down to the socket 
with caries, which seemed very much to have aSected his 
general condition. 

On the 9th it rained unceasingly throughout the day, 
converting the rich soil on which we were encamped into 
one mass of soft sticky clay. In the forenoon, fearing 
the TMH would continue go as to render the vley 
(through which we must pass to gain the firmer ground) 
impassable, I ordered my men to prepare to march, and 
leave the tent with its contents standing, the point which 
1 wished to gain being distant only about five hundred 
yards. When the oxen were inspanned, however, and we 
attempted to move, we found my tiickle, which was old, 
80 rotten from the effects of the rain, that sometliing gave 
way at every strain. Owing to this and to the softness 
of thf vley, we laboured on till sundown, and only suc- 
ceeded in bringing one waggon to its destination, the 
other two remaining fast in the mud in the middle of the 
VOL. II. Q 
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viey. Next raoming, luckily, the weather cleared it|i^ 
when my men brought over the tent, and id the afternooii 
llie other two waggons. 

We followed up the banks of the river for severai days 
with the usual allowance of sport. On the 16th we cam» 
suddenly upon an immense old bull muchocho rolling lO 
mud. He sprang to his feet immediately he saw me, 
and, charging up the bank, bo frightened our horses, tfaiit 
Iwfore I could get my rifle from my after-rider he was 
past ua. I then gave him chase ; and after a hard gallop 
of about a mile 1 sprang from my horse and gave him a 
good shot behind the shoulder. At tliis momeat « cow 
rhinoceros of the same species, with her cal^ charged out 
of some wait-a-bit tliom-cover, and stood right id my 
path. Observing that she earned an unusually long 
horn, I turned my attention from the bull to her ; and 
after a very long and severe chase I dropped her at tbtt 
sixth ehot. 1 carried one of my rifles, which gave nw 
much trouble, that not being the tool required for this 
sort of work, where quick loading is indispensable. 

After breakfast I st'ut men to cut off the head of tlii$ 
rhinoceros, and proceeded with Ruyter to take up the 
spoor of the bull wounded in the morning. We fottnd 
that he was very severely hit, and. having followed th* 
•poor for about a mile through very dense ihom-oowr, 
he suddenly rustled out of the bushes close aliead of ua, 
accompanied by a whole host of rhinoceros Inrd^ ii 



I 



i1 




CuAP. XXXII. RHINOCEIIOS-HCNTING. 



mounted my horse and gave him cliase, and in a 
few minutes lie had received four severe shots. I ma- 
nagi'd to turn his course towards camp, when I ceased 
firing, as he seemed to be nearlj lione up, and Ruyter 
and I rode slowly behind him, occasionally shouting to 
guide hia course. Presently, however, Chukuroo ceased 
taking any notice of us, and held leisurely on for the 
river, into a shallow part of which be walked, and after 
panting there and turning about for a quarter of an 
hour he fell over and expired. This was a remarkably 
fine old bull, and from his dentition It was not impro- 
bable that a hundred summers had seen him roaming a 
lieaceful denizeu of the forests and open glades along the 
fair banks of the secluded Mariqua. 

During our march on the 19th we had to cross a range 
of very rocky hills, covered with large loose stones ; and 
all hands were required to be actively employed for about 
an hour in clesaring tbem out of the way to permit the 
waggons to pass. The work went on fast and furious, 
and the quantity of stonea cleared was immense. At 
length we reached the spot where we were obliged to \nd 
adieu to the Mariqua, and hold a westerly course across 
country for Sicbely. At sundosvn we halted tinder a 
lofty mountain, the highest in the district, called " Lyiiehe 
a Cheuy," or the Monkey's Mountain. 

Next day at an early hour I rode out with Ruyter to 
hunt; my camp being entirely wilhnut flesh, and we hod 
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been rationed upcm very toogfa old riiinooeroe for several 
daya past. It was a cloudy morning, aod soon after 
dtarttng it came on to rain hearily. I however held on, 
^kjrtiog a fine well-wooded range of mountains, and after 
riding sereral miles I shot a zebra. Uaring covered Uie 
carcase well over with brandies to protect it from the 
vultures, I returned to camp, and, in^paniiing ray wag- 
gons, took it up on the march. Vt'e continued trekking 
on until sundown, when we started an immense herd of 
bufialoes, Into which I stalked and shot a huge old ball. 

Our march this evening was through tlie most beau- 
tiful country I had ever seen in Africa. We skirted along 
an endless range of well-wooded stony mountains lying 
on our lefl, whilst to our right the country at first sloped 
gently off, and then stretched away into a level green 
forest (occasionally interspersed with open gladee), bouiid- 
lesB as the ocean. This green forest was, however, re- 
lieved in one direction by a chain of excessively bold, 
detached, well -wooded, rocky, pyramidal mountains, 
which stood forth in grand relief. In advance the picture 
was Imunded by forest and mountain ; one bold acclivity, 
in shape a dome, standing prnniinont among its fellows. 
It waa a lovely evening : the sky, overcast and gloomy, 
threw au interesting, wild, mysterious colouring over the 
landscape. I gazed forth upon the romantic scene before 
tne with intense delight, and felt melancholy and sor- 
rowful at passing so fleetjngly through it, and I could not 
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help shouting out as I marched along, " Where is the 
toward who would not dare to die for aiich a land ?" 

Ill the morning we held for a fountain some miles 
ahead iu a gorge in the mountains. As we approached 
the founlaiii, and were passing close in under a steep rocky 
hill side, well wooded to its summit, I unexpectedly 
heheld a lion stealing up the rocky face, and, halting 
behind a tree, he stood overhauling uh for some minutes. 
I resolved to give him battle, and seizing my rifle 
marched against him, followed by Carey carrying a spare 
gun, and by three men leading my dogs, now reduced to 
eight. When we got close in to the base of the moun- 
laio, we found ourselves enveloped in dense jungle, which 
extended half way to its summit, and entirely obscured 
from our eyes ohjeclB which were quite apparent from 
the waggons. I slipped my dogs, however, which, after 
snuffing about, took right up the steep face on the spoor 
of the lions, for there wus a troop of them — a lion and 
three lionesses. 

The people at llie waggons saw the chase in perfection. 
\Vhen the lions observed the dogs coming on, they took 
right up, and three of them crossed over the sky ridge. 
The dogs, however, turned one rattling old lioness, which 
eanie rumbling down through the cover, close past mc. T 
ran to meet her, and »he came to bay in an open spot near 
the base of the mountain, whither I quickly followed ; 
and coming up within thirty yartls, bowled her over witli 
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m]' fint kbot, vbicfa broke ber back. Hy seccnd entered 
her Bboolder ; and fearing that elie mi^ fauJt an; of the 
(logB, as iihe still evinced agns of life, I Gnisbed her witfa 
a third is the bn-ea^t. llie beiUcs of all the fonr liana 
were mtK-h distended by some game thejr bad been goi^ 
ing, no donbt a buSklo, aa a large herd started oot of 
tlu! juiigic immediately under the spot where the itofale 
bcaiiU were first disturbed. 

^jliowcrs of rain fell every liour throughout tbe 24tlit 
no I employed my men in making feldtidioens, or In 
other words African brogues, for me. These shoex were 
worthy of a fi]>ortEman, being light, yet strong, and wei^ 
entirely comjioscd nf the skins of game of my shooting. 
Tht! soles were made of eithor buffalo or camelopard ; the 
front part ])crhupa of koodoo, or hartebccst, or bushbuck ; 
and the back of the shoe of lioti, or liyxna, or sable ante- 
lope ; while the rheimpy or tlircad with which the whole 
waM acwii consisted of a tliin strip of the skin of a 
stoinbok. 

On the fiirvnoon of the 26th I riidc forth to hnnl, 
acL-om]mtiieil by Kuyter ; vie held west, skirting lh« 
wooded stony uiciuntams. The natives had here auaty 
years before waged successful war with elephants, four 
of whoso skulls I found. Presently I came serosa two 
wuuuybys, one of which I knocked over; but while 1 
wa« loading liu rcgiuncd his legs, and made off. Wc 
crowed a level stretch of forest, holding a northerly 
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course for an opposite range of green well-wooded hills 
and valleys. I came upon a truop of six fine old bull 
buSaloes, into wLicli I stalked, and wounded one princely 
fellow very severely behind the shouliicr, bi'iuging blood 
from bis mouth ; he, however, made off with bia com- 
rades, and, the ground being very rough, we failed to 
overtake liira. After following the spoor for a couple of 
miles we dropped it, as it led right away from camp. 

Returning from this cliasu, we had an adventure with 
another old hull buffalo, which shows the extreme danger 
of hundng buffaloes without dogB. We started him in a 
green hollow among the bills, and, his cuiu'se inclining for 
camp, I gave him chase. He crossed the level broad 
Htrath and made for the opposite densely wooded range 
uf mountains. Aloug the base of these, we followed him, 
sometimes in view, sometimes on the spoor, keeping the 
old fellow at a pace which made him pant. At length, 
tindiiig himself much distressed, be had recourse to a 
singular stratagem. Doubling round some tliick bushee 
which obscured him from our view, he found himself 
beside a small pool of rain-water, just deep enough t<) 
cover bis body ; into this he walked, and, facing about, 
lay gently down and awaited our on-coming, with do- 
thlng but bis old grey face and massive horns ab>}vc the 
water, and these concealed ft*om view by rank overhang- 



Our attention was entirely engrossed witli the spoor, 
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and thus we rode boldly on unUl witbiii a few feet of 
him, when, aprin^ng to his feet, he m&de a desperate 
charge after Ruyter, uttering a low etifled roar peculiar 
to buffaloes (somewhat Bimilar to the growl of a lion), 
and burled horse and rider to the earth with fearful 
violence. Hia horn laid the poor horse's haunch open to 
the bone, making the most fearful rugged wound. In an 
instant Ruyter regained his feet, and ran for his life ; 
which the buffalo observing, gave chase, hut most fortu- 
nately came down with a tremendous somersauft in the 
mud, his feet slipping from under him : thus tlie Bushman 
escaped certain destruction. Tlie buffalo rose much 
discomfited, and, the wounded horse first catching bis 
eye, he went a second time after him, but he got out of 
UiL^ way. At this moment I managed to send one of 
my patent pacificating pills into his shoulder, when he 
instantly quitted the field of action, and sought shelter in 
the dense cover on the mountain side, whither I deemed it 
imprudent to follow him. 

On the 28th we marched at sunrise, when one of my 
waggon- drivers chose to turn liis waggon loo short, in 
opposition to ray orders, whereby it was very nearly upeet, 
for which I flogged him with a jambok, and then knocked 
him down. Tliis man's name was Adonis: he was a 
determined old sinner on whom words had no cSbct. 
Our course lay through a wide, well-wooded strath, 
beautifully varied with open glades. As we proceeded. 
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freah spoor of bufTiilo and camelopard became abun- 
daot, and about breakfast- time, as we were croesing 
an elevated slope in the vicinity of the Ngotwani, I had 
the felicity to detect a magnificent herd of the latter 
browsing in the middle of the strath about half a mile to 
our left. 

As I had enjoyed very little sport with camelopard 
cither in this or in last expedition, my time and attention 
having always been engrossed with elephants, I resolved 
to avail myself of this opportunity, and accordingly, 
having caught a couple of my mares, I rode for them, 
accompanied by Booi as after-rider. I had directed 
my men to outspan, and my intention was, if possible, 
to hunt one of the camelopards to my camp, but in this I 
failed. On disturbing the herd they separated into two 
divisions, one of which took right away down wind, being 
a tail-on-end chase from my camp ; the finest hull went 
with this division, and him I tbllowed. After a sharp 
burst of about a mile I lieaded and laid him low with 
two shots behind the shoulder. Having cut off his tail, 
we were returning to camp, and had proceeded about 
half way, when we came upon the other division of the 
herd. They were browsing quietly in company with a 
lar^e herd of zebras ; and observing amongst them anotlier 
princely old hull, nolhing short of the one I had already 
killed, I was tempted once more to give chase, and, 
directing Booi to go home with the tail, I Bpurred my 
q3 
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little mare, and dallied after the lohy giratfe. In vain be 
soaght the thickeet depths of cover which the strath 
oiForded, and put out the very utmost speed wliich he 
could muster. 1 followed olost- in hU wake, and, aft«r a 
hard chase of about a miie over very rough ground, we 
gained a piece of hard level. Here I pressed my mare, 
and, getting close in under bis stem, I fired at the gallop, 
and sent a bullet into liim, and then passed; in doing 
which I tried to fire a second shot, but my guD snapped. 
1 had now beaded the camelopanl, so he altered hia course 
and held away at a right angle across the level atratb. 
A fresh cap was soon placed upon the nipple, when, pressiDg 
my mare, I once more ixxle past him. In pacing 1 held 
my stock to my waist and fired : the ball entered behind 
the shoulder and ended tlie career of this gigantic and 
exquisitely beautiful habitant of the forest. Having run 
a few yards farther, liis lofty frame tottered for a moment, 
when he came down witli a crash which made the earth 
tremble. 

On tlie 4th of December we inspanned at sunrise and 
marched to the Ngotwani, which we crossed after an hour 
of hard work in making a road ; having to remove some 
immense masses of rock, to cut down the banks with 
spades, and to throw some thoni-trees. In the afternoon 1 
again marched, and halted at sundown within a few miles 
of my old spoor near the Fourt or Pass of God. As the 
I were drawing up for tlie nigbt a bcvcle was 
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(iL'tected, which Present and Carey atalked, and got 
within thirty yarda, and then both fired and returned, 
stating that thuy had broken his shoulder. 

Accordingly, on the following morning, I proceeded to 
take up the spoor of the wounded borele of the preceding 
evening, accompanied by Ruyter, aad I very soon found 
that he was very little the worse for hia wound. The 
spoor led me for several miles close along under the 
mountain-range to my right, and at length up into a 
long well-wooded baain in the mountains. I observed 
that two lions, having detected the blood, were spooring 
up the boiele ; they had followed him up and driven him 
away from his lair, and had then lain down for the day. 

When I came up I was within twenty yards of the 
lions before I was aware of their proximity. Observing 
me, they sprang to their feet, and, growling sulkily, 
trotted up the mountain-side. I only saw one of theio 
at first, and ran forward for a shot- Having ascended 
the flteep a short distance, the lion lialted to have a 
look, giving nie a fine broadside, when I shot him through 
the heart. On receiving the ball he bounded forwanl. 
and was instantly obscured by the trees. I advanced 
cautiously, and next moment the other lion sprang up 
with a growl, and marched with an air of most consum- 
njate independence up the mountain-side. I imagined that 
this lion was the one I had fired at, and I sent two more 
shots at him, both of which were too high ; after which 
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be disappeared over a ridge immediately abore. On 
proceeding to inspect the spot where the lion had been 
lying, I found that there were two beds, conaequently 
that there must have been two lions, and I conjectured 
tliat I had killed one of them. In case, however, be 
should be only wounded, I deemed it prudent to ride 
down to the waggons, which were then pasBiog below me, 
to obtain some dogs to pioneer. Having procured these. 
1 and Kuyter returned to the spot, and found the 
lion lying dead on the mountain-side. We proceeded 
to skin him, and returned to the waggons with 
the spoils. Tlie other decamped ; the dogs could not 
lind him. Both of these were first-rate old lions, bat 
the one that escaped was the larger of the two. In the 
afternoon I rode on to Sicbelj's kraal on the Kuutoubeng, 
having directed my men to follow with the waggons. 

On arriving at the station I found that Mr. Livingstone 
had left that morning to visit a tribe to the east of Uie 
Limpopo. I waited upon Mrs. Livingstone, who regaled 
me with tea and bread and butter, and gave me all 
the news. I remained a week in the station, and on the 
12th I inspanned. At sundown we halted near the Faas 
of God, intending to hunt sable antelope, having seen a 
small troop of them in the month of May on a steep 
mountaiu-side, beneath which I formed my camp. 
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THE PASS OF GOD. 



CHAPTER XXXm. 



The riws of (iod — Hunt Sable and lloan Antek'i)© — Seselaliie 

— My Cattle-lossea in five Ex[>editions — My Cattle desfierate 
for want of Water — Trading with Mahura — InB|iaiuiing 
young Oxen — We crow the Vaal Hiver — The Country 
deiuely ooTered with Game — An Ostricb'B Nost — Bloem 
VoDteyn — Hultitudog of Antelope Skeletons cover the Plains 

— The Great Orange River — We are detained by the Flood — 
Twenty-three Men drowned in attempting to cross — We have 
to take tho Waggons to pieces — Arrival at Colesberg — I)c- 
Icrmine to ro-vint Old England and transport tuy collection of 
Trophiefl thither. 



Next moraing I rode through the Pass of God and held 
west, accompanied by two after-riders. I rode to within 
a couple of miles of the Kouloubeng, and returned close 
in under th<! mountain-cliain to the south of the pass. I 
went forth on foot, accompanied by Ruyter, and ascended 
the mountain immediately above my camp to seek for 
sable ant^ilope. I had tlie satisfaction to discover the 
spoor of three bucks on a piece of rocky table-ground on 
tlie highest summit of the range ; and soon after 1 started 
a princely old buck from hia lair. He was lying in long 
grass in a sandy spot behind a bush, within eighty yards of 
me. Starting from bis mountain -bed, tins gem of bcuuty 
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nnUipsrwfcribpebenfewhidi he bid been l^og, 
—J, totfpg *>■• - ift. loofced faockU) 



m he T-rn*™ —* o*er the ridge I lodged a 
vilak. HsTi^ lottded, I faUovol on tbe qwor. 1 
I ofawned ium witfab s bondred and fifif jBnia of mr, 
T t^wujing ID a green boUov &r below, vlneking bm tail 
aad evidently Eererely wmtnded- A strong breeze which 
was then blowing was a^inat me, as it shook a ^roung tree 
of which I wished to atail myself for a rest. I Bcrertheless 
managed to make a fine shot, and sent a bullet through 
the ceotre of his shoulder, bringing liim down oo his £»**■. 
and laming him. The polaquaine disappeared down 
the wooded roonntain-aide over a rocky ridge, but no 
rude feara a^tated mv breast; I hud lamed him, and 
that was enough : if stalking should fail, there were di^ 
at ray waggons that could very soon bring bJm to bay. 
I did not, bowerer, wish to be put to the trouble of si 
ing for the dogs, and continued to follow on bis spoor 
witli extreme caution, lie had only gone asliort distance 
tlowD tbe hill when I found him without his seeing me, 
aud, after a successful stalk, I finished him with tJirec 
more shots, two of which were in his stem, This was a 
most splendid specimen of this very rare and most lovely 
luitelope ; his horns were enormous, very long, rough, and 
perfect. Having cut off the head for stuffing, and grsl- 
loched liim, we covered him with many green bouglis, and 
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returned to camp, whence I despatched a party for the 
veiuGon and the skia, wliich I preeerved. 

On the 15tli I was occupied during the morning in 
stuffing the head of the sable antelope, after which I rode 
forth witli two after-riders, and holding a northerly course 
I skirted the range of hills beneath which we were en- 
camped. I soon reached a. gorge in tlie hills, through 
which I rode, and at its upper extremity I discovered 
springs of water forming a little stream. In a ba^ in 
the hill-side opposite to this little etream I observed a 
rattling old buck roan antelope, or bastard gemsbok, 
standing under the shade of some young trees, the sun 
being extremely powerful. I first endeavoured to btalk 
in upon him, but, finding that the ground would not admit 
of that, I laid a plot for him, and, guessing fi-oiu the lay 
of the land what course be was most likely to take, I 
instructed Ruyter to give lue about tHcnty minutes to 
liteal forward, and thcu to endeavour to move him towards 
me. Before, however, 1 could gain the point 1 wished, 
an eddy in the breeze a|>pri!ietl (lie roan autclope of my 
proximity, when he instantly started to pa8§ a shoulder of 
the mountain opposite which I already was. As I was 
acrecncd by some thorn-trees, I made a run to savu the 
day. When the buck halted, I likewise halted ; and when 
he ran, I also ran : tima, when he batted tlie second time, 
and looked down to see what had disturbed him, 1 
liad got within two hundred yard^, and was atuiidiug in 
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poBitiaD, with my rifle steady on a branch of a tfaom-tree. 
Giving it sis inches of elevation, I fired, and the bullet 
caught him in the centre of the hollow behind the shoul- 
der, and rested in the hide on his opposite side. Arctung 
his back and bounding high, the rock-loving old roan 
antelope started forward, and was instantly cooceaied 
from my view by an abrupt rocky ridge. Having loaded, 
1 inspected the spoor. Large blotches of his Ufe-blood 
stained the rocks, and, on cleanng the ridge over wbicb 
he had disappeared, I had the pleasure to find *' Qualala" 
stretched to rise no more. This antelope carried the 
finest head I had ever seen ; the horns were very long, 
Jair set, immensely stout, and rough. I cut olf the head 
for stuffing, and rode back to canip, where 1 found a 
trader named Jolly, with his waggon, who wished to tra- 
vel along with me to the colony, being in fear of the 
rebel Boers. 

Having heard from Mr. Livingstone that sable ante- 
lopes frequented the rocky mountains about the source 
of the Kouloubcng, I resolved to march thither. Early 
Dii the 18th we inspanncd, and in about four bonis 
' encamped on the Kouloubeng, at a spot where, three 
years before, Mr. Livingstone had made a garden to 
cultivate wheat, which, having sown, lie left to the birtls, 
having never returned to sec how it had thriven. 

In the morning I rode forth with the Btishiuan, and, 
holding a south-westerly course, examined the mountain- 
ranges and several fine Btratha in that direction. At 
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lengtli I startvd a small troop of zebras, and soon after I 
observed a fine oM buck roan anti'lope, which got my 
wind, Heturniog from following this buck, I shot a 
8tL-inbok ; this &bot at the Bteinbok started a troop of 
seven or eight old bull buffaloes, which Rujter bad found, 
from tbe summit of a rocky hillock. I followed, when the 
invariable rhinoceros birds started them, and I galloped 
on in their wake. 

Presently they halted to look behind them, and I at 
the same instant sprang from my uiare and lay down in 
the grass. My mare commenced eating the grass and 
whisking her tail, which tlie bufialocs observing, and 
fancying tliat she naa some species of game, made up 
tlieir minds that it was all right, and coming forward a 
few steps they took up a position under a wide shady 
tree, not evincing any further signs of fear. Thus I was 
enabled to take my time and select the finest head in the 
troop. After about twenty minutes spent in studying 
the set of the heads, I ahot one princely old bull, 
when they all made off. Following on their spoor for 
a short distance, I found my bull lying dying beneath 
a ibom-trce, and his comrades standing near hiin. As 
the old bull died, he roared loudly, as bufialoes are wont 
to do. His comrades came forward and walked round 
him, smelling tlie blootl, when I wounded two more, and 
a little after a third, which the natives discoverifd on the 
following day. On returning to camp I des|iati.*lied men 
for the head of the bu&lo and a supply of meat. 
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Next day, whilst exploring a fine monntainoiiB tract of 
country to the soutli-west, I suddenly fonnd mj-self in my 
old waggon-apoor of '4S, witiiin a short distance of the 
bold gorge in the mountains in trhich my oxea bad been 
chased by lioDB. In this fine paas two strearaa of water 
meet : it b a firet-rate district for game when tbe 
country has not been ransacked by Griqna huntctv. 
I immediately found the spoor of a troop of bu&- 
loes ; it led me into a rich, green, and welt-wooded glen 
in the hiils, through which one of the afore-mcDlioaed 
streams flowed. The wind was aa fold as it coald blow, 
and tljis troop got my wind. Returning from spooring 
them, however, I very aoon fell in with another troop, 
reposing uuder dense shade in the same glen. I crept 
within thirty yards of them, and there lay for upwardi 
of an Iiour, endeavouring to select the finest head. Tbe 
buSalo which I wanted was lying down, hie body 
screened by stout tbom-branches. I might easily have 
ahot any of the others through the heart, if I had wisbed 
to do so. One by one they rose, stretched tbemselTea^ 
rnbbed their Itorna upon the trees, and again lay dowo. 
At length something, which I could not guess, alarmed 
them, when the buffalo I wanted sprang to bis feet, 
affonling me a certjiin shot, but my cap di^jipointcd 
I then had a snap shot through the cover with my left 
barrel, and sent a bullet through his heart 

ITu; herd took to the hills, and, by an extraordinary 
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I'hance, I again fell in with tbem, while galloping along, 
half-way to my camp. Dismounting, I ran in aSiev 
them, and, commanding their attention by a ehrill whistle, 
the hord halted and faced half about, when I dropped a 
tine old cow with a single ball. On relurning to camp I 
found a party of BaquaJiics, among whom was a brother 
of Siehely'a. These men informed me that the Boers had 
been making many inquiries coueeming me ; and that 
they had stated that it was their intention to come in 
force on horeelmck, and take me prisoner. The Bechuanae, 
however, further stated that all the horses of the Biwrs 
were dead with the dist^^mper. An attack from them 
being, however, by no means improbable, I deemed it 
prudent to hold myself in a certain degree prepared, and 
rcBolved, in the event of Mr. Edwards, the missionary at 
Bakatia, thinking the road by the Mamouri unsafe, to 
hold a more westerly course, and go out by the country 
of the Bawongketse. Another valuable black shooting- 
marc died of the fell distemper. 

My losses in cattle this year were very considerable. 
Up to this time fourteen horses and fifteen head of cattle 
had died ; making my losses in all four expeditions into 
tile far interior amount to forty-five liorses and seventy 
head of cattle, the value of these being at least 600/. I 
also lost about seventy of my dogs. 

We continued our march for several days through a 
country abounding in different kinds of game, affording 
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I^miwponi aad oa dw In of JmafT, IS^IradeaBB 
n*Mfa, «kre I find Mr. Eawad* Md lii faHi|7«M- 
ii*iifc TW wm WW. ^C ll« Bocn hU set *• G»- 

fcfwr md Ae mnf*, fte^ ac a piMe oDed Bmb Fhatt. 
on tfw BOrth mie ot Ae Oni^ Bifcr. aail, after » 
Uaody ta^gaatat of Aree boon, they Ind be^ de- 
fisted. Mr. Edwardi stated tbal aoce this en^ige- 
meot tbe Boffra had lieeo toddng in ahoot 3doee^ 
ID gnat tnuDben, and thai tbey were amiowa to grt poa- 
■f.wion of aij waggons. He tbervfim adneed me strongljr 
not to proceed by in/ old line of march, bat to get out of 
the coantrv with all speed, tailing the direct rtad acraee 
the atountaia at the back of Bakatla. My prwpectt of 
il<nng thii, however, were not heiglitened bj an attack in 
tbc morning of ferer brongbt on by orer cxertioa and 
anxiety of mind. 

On tlie 3rd we marched at dawn, and, after pr(^ 
ceeding for many miles without finding water at the 
different spots wliere we were led to expect it, we had tbe 
plying prospect before us of not seeing any until tbe 
following day, when we might reach tlie Molopo. The 
nun'* Iwttt was most terrific, and my poor dogs wen* 
already un tlie verge of going mad ; a number of my 
eattle w»rc luinu from hoof-Bicknesa, and I myself was 
laid up with a rattling fever. In this state of things I 
lialted the waggons, and despatehed parties in diSereol 
directions with spades to seek for water. To my 
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relief, Jolly rode Up, and said that half a mile in ad- 
(ance there were several sheltered holes, containing 
sufficient rain-water for all the cattle ; thither we ac- 
cordingly moved with all speed. An attack from the 
Boers being not at all improbable, I ordered all my guns 
and rifles to be cleaned and loaded, and ammunition to 
be placed in readiness for action. I had also lour good 
muskets cleaned and loaded, which in all gave me twenty 
shots at the first round ; these, if well directed, in the 
open country, I calculated would keep off a whole host of 
Boere. 

I pushed on the waggons as rapidly as I could, 
considering that the country was almost destitute of 
water, my cattle consequently being in a desperate con- 
dition ; aud in the afternoon of the IStli 1 reached the 
Hart River, where I outspanned within a quarter of a 
mile of the town or kraal of the Batlapis. The river 
was greatly swollen and quite impassable, the rain 
having been very heavy in certain parts of the country. 
Shortly after we arrived old Mahura with a party made 
his appearance, and came down to greet me across the 
river, and beg for some coflee. 

In tlie morning, by Maliura's request, I iospanned and 
crossed the Hart stream, and encamped on its southern 
bank. In tlie course of the day I obtained ten karosses 
in barter from the tribe, and one very good spotted cat 
as a present from the chief. I also obtained a large 
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district where in the (-ommcncement of last winter I had 
seen such overwhelming swanns of blesboks : Boeis were 
encamped on the opposite side of the river, I outspanDcil 
lieaide some shady thorn-trees ; lion's spoor was seen ou 
the line of march. In the afternoon I lost my march, 
being obliged to halt goon after I inspanncd to correct a 
bush of the iron-axletree waggon, which was loose. 

The 25tb was a cloudy morning, with a cool 
Our morning's march brought us to a forsaken Boer 
campment, around which lay the remains of the different 
vnrietiea of game frequenting the district. We halted for 
breakfast beaide several acres of thorn-cover on the bank 
of the river. 

As we were breakfasting on the 24th by the banks of 
the river, a trader from the Pari (a district 
Town), of French extraction, passed ua with his 
waggons laden with merchandise. He took a cup of tc« 
with me and gave me the news of the colony. Observing 
the skull of an ohl bull buffalo fastened on one of niv 
traps, he asked me if it was the head of an elephant. 
Another Boer had asked mc a few days before if a croco- 
dile's head, which was tied up at the back of Carollus's 
waggon, belonged to an elephant. In the aflemoon, as we 
were inspanning, w.e were visited by a rebel Boer of very 
large proportions. This man told ua pliunly that the 
Boers did not consider themselves as conquered, and tbst 
they intended to try it on again. 



is twiq 



A 



Chap. XXXIII. ABUNDANCE OF GAME. Sfil 

We had now reached that point in our line of marcli 
where we were to take leave of the Vet River. I rode 
ahead of tlie waggons to liunt, and after proceeding 
about a mile, I found myself out of tlie country' of sweet 
grass, and entering upon bare and boundless open plainS) 
thinly clad with sour pasturage, the favourite haunt and 
eontinunl residence of innumerable herds of black wilde- 
lieeet, blesbok, and springbok. As I rode on, large 
troops of these excellent, sport-yielding antelopes grati- 
fied my eyes in every direction. 1 had been long away 
from them, far, far in the dense forest regions of the far 
interior, and now I gazed once more upon them with a 
lively feeling of pleasure and intense interest which no 
words can describe. 

AVheri the sun rose next morning I took coffee, and then 
rode west with two after-riders, in the hope of getting 
■jome blesbok -shooting. I found the boundless undu- 
lating plains thickly covered with game, thousands upon 
thousands chequering the l&ndsuape far as the eye could 
strain in every direction. Tlic blesboks, which I was 
moat desiroua to obtain, were extremely wary, and kept 
pouring on, on, up the wind in long-continued streams of 
thousands, so swift and shy that it was impossible to get 
within six hundred yards of them, or oven by any strata- 
gem to waylay them, so boundless was tlie ground, and 
Ko cunningly did they avoid to cross our track. 

I returned to camp, having bagged one i^pringbok due 
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Jind one iild liiill wildebeest, which was in Buperb condi 
rion. Jolly and some of my people had been out, \ 
wit! 1011 1 success. 

On tlie 28tb I rode in a nortli-westerly course, 
gave chase to a noble herd of about two hundred bl 
wildebeest. These being very wild, 1 yaclied them < 
ihe Boer principle, and, taking a double family shot ; 
about three hundred yards, when the dust had bloir 
past one line bull was found to have Litton the dust 
this was very near I'amp, eo I despatched Hiiytcr for in« 
and a pack-ox to bring the gnoo to camp. I bold < 
a westerly course, and found the game extremely sliyj.l 
owing to the high wind. 

In the afternoon I inspanned and marched, there b«ng 
very little grass here for my cattle, and danger of Uie 
oxen taking a horrible and very fatal illness, called i 
the Boers "snot sickness," which cattle are very liabl 
lo from pasturing on ground frequented by black wildc 
lieoBts. The aky to the north and west looked vert 
llireateuing, and, before we had proceeded far, blad 
masses of clouds came rolling up towards us, and vivi 
flashes of forked lightning, accompanied by appalling peftM 
of thunder, proclaimed the njiproach of a storm, lo i 
L-w minutes it was u[Jon us, the rain falling in torrents. 
We held for a rocky coppice or bill. Inside which we 
outspanncd, and in about an hour the storm Itad pase(>d 
away : vast iierds of game surrounded us on every side. 
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Xext iky wc murched, tlie counti-y being very lieavy 
lor the bullocks, owing to the miii whicii had fallen. 
Iit'ld ttcrosB country for a range of stony hills, dotted over 
with dwarfish trees and bushes, on whicli I expected to 
tiud sweet gratis for ray cattle. On my way tliitlier tlie 
(iliiins on every side of us presented the most lively dia- 
(day of game, ;ind I was tempted by the endless streams 
i.f ble^boks to halt my w;iggons for a minute to catch 
iind saddle steeds and give them chase. They proved 
■■xtremuly shy, and in about four hours I rode to seek my 
waggons, having liagged a gnoo and a brace uf blesboks. 

While folluwing the game one of my afttr-riders 
stiirted an ostrich from bcr nest, whicIi she had scooped 
in the sand : it wns about seven feet in diameter, and 
ixintained thirty-fuur fine fresh eggs. 1 left Huyter in 
t-harge of the nest, the eggs being in danger from jackals 
itnd vultures, and particularly from the ostrich herself, 
who would return in our absence and break every one of 
ihem. Having reached my camp, 1 despatched two men 
with Icatlicr sacks to fetch them. 

Next morning I again rode forth to hunt on the plains 
Itelow my camp, and took u|> positions, lying op my breast 
behind the anthills, while Booi and lluyter moved up the 
<;au)0 towards me. I had some exciting sporl, the wilde- 
U-estd several times coming chargii)>r nmdly down upon 
the very spot where 1 lay concealed. AlHiut midday 1 
had bagged two old bulls, and found one of the wounded 
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uf the day before ; he was still warm, and was in first- 
rate condition. Sereral thuu^and blesboks came pouring 
up wind between me and my camp as 1 was riding 
home: these had probably been hunted up by some 
Boer or Boers to leeward. In the erening I again rode 
out, and had the game moved toward mo, when I shot a 
fourth old hull wildebeest, for which I despatched men 
with a pack-ox by moonlight, having left Booi in charge 
of the venison. 

On the let of February we marched, and reached 
IJiuem Vonteyn on the 3rd, where I was kindly received 
by the officers of the 45th and Cape Corps, stationed 
there. Here we remained a day or two, and then trekked 
on through a most desolate country, on which, together 
with vast herds of wildebeest, blesbok, and springbok, 
we found numbers of skeletons scattered over tiie plains 
oil all sides. Tliis great mortality had been caused 
either by famine or by a horrid niiuigy disease, called bj 
the Dutch " brunt sickta," which often sweeps off whole 
hosts of the plain-frequenting game. 

On the 17th we halted the waggons at Mr. Faeeey'» 
♦arm, within two miles of the Great Orange River. Mr. 
Fossey informed me that the river was full, and that Im: 
did not expect it would be foiflable for several months. 
Norvol's Fiuit hud been smashed when the troops crossed 
over to fight the Boere at Boom Pleats some montfaa 
before, and tlie new one construcred in the colony had. 
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not yet arrived. I was detained on tlie banks of this 
siream, inucii against my will, for several weeks; but 
;it If^nglh, on tbe 8tli of March, hearing that tlic Boers 
hud constructed a float above Alletnau's Dntl, I iiispanned 
Jiiiil proceeded down the river to view it. The float 
was rather a dangeroua affair — I mean for property — the 
stream being kery rapid and deep. It whs calculated 
to ferry over light Wiiggons, but heavily-ladeu ones re- 
quired to be oft-loaded. At sundown I had taken over 
one waggon, and a span of twelve <<xcn, which I ferried 
iicrot^s in two irips, taking six at a time. 

NeKt morning when 1 awoke and looked to the river 
I found thut it had grown greatly during the night, and 
wHH still increasing rapidly. Having oil-loaded the 
greater part of the cargo of old Adonis's waggon, I 
managed to ferry it across tbe river, having narrowly 
escaped losing the whole in the middle of the stream. 
By tliiti time the Hood had increased so much that we 
'leenicd it duugcious to attempt to ferry over anything 
I'lse, and we prudently resolved to await the ebbing of 
the river, which continued to grow rapidly the whole of 
the day. In the afternoon I was obliged to In^pan the 
waggon wiiich I had brought through on the preceding 
day, uud remove it to a more elevated locality ; and it 
was well that I did so, lor before morning the river 
was running strong and deep on the ground which it 
bad occupied. 1 entertained considerable apprehension 
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for my waggous on the opposite aide of the river, as 
they wcie now standing upon an island, and the flood 
had already nearly reached to their wheels. 

The flood continued to increase steadily until the next 
afternoon, when it seemed to have reached its maximum, 
and about sundown it was evidently upon the ehb. 
During the whole of to-day and yesterday tlie flood 
presented an appearance of extreme grandeur; large 
Idocfcs of wood and trunks of forest-trees were constantly 
sweeping past us, tossed on the troubled waters oit 
their seaward course. In ilic course of the afiernoott 
tlie stout new cable by which tlic Soat was worked, attd 
which stretched across the river, each end being secured 
to a rock-rifted trunk of a tree, burst asunder, beiagJ 
unequal to resist the force of the swollen river. 

On the 14th, with much difficulty, we got over tfae' 
(■able by winch tiie raft was worked, and the Boers, 
by way of experiment, loaded her up with a party of 
Bechuana Calfres, and endeavoured to cross the riTCT-i 
There was n small boat attached to the float. Whevj 
tliey had got about half-way across, the water 
partially over the float, when a panic came over botb' 
the Boers and Bechuanus, and a rush was made inio 
the little boat. A capsize was the consequence; and at 
the same moment the rope whicJi attached the boat to tliu 
Hoat parted. The unfortunate men were then 
away dowu the rapid current ; and of Iweiity-seve 
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*lio were on boanl of the punt, four only escaped. Two 
of those who were drowned were Boers. Aft^r this 
accident I directed my men, who were in an isolated 
position on the opposite eidc of the river, to inspaii and 
remove down to Norval's boat, below AllemHn'a Drift, 
whore I met them with tlic cap-tciit waggon ; and at Rnn- 
down next day we had safely ferried over the other two 
"aggons, and encamped once more on British territory. 

The ferrying was a very laborious proiecding, each 
waggon having to tw off-loaded, and then taken to pieces, 
and po brought over, bit by bit; the oxen and horses, 
t'ie., swam the river. My waggons were now all safely 
across, so, after loading them, we marched on the 18th 
about ten a.m. At sundown we entered the town of 
Coleaberg, and drew up oppo^te to the old barrack*, 
having been absent exactly twelve months. 

As my waggons advanced into the town, tlie news of 
our arrival spread like wildfire, and multitudes both of 
men and good-looking young women rushed to see the 
old elephant-hunter, who had been mourned ai dead. 
We were soon surrounded by nearly one-half of the 
|xijmlation, who mobbed us until uigbt netting in dis- 
persed til em to their homes. 

My friend Mr. Orpen, being blessed by nature with 
an excellent constitution, had considerably recovered from 
the drosdfiil wounds which he received from the leopard 
on the banks of the Limpopo, but was still, I regret to 
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i»y, obliged (o cany his anus in alings. His &Ui 
Kev, Dr. Orp»Mi of Colesbeiy, iofbrmed me that 1 
great hope of restoring his arms to their former i 
wea at that Ute period, but of tlua 1 c-ouitl oot I 
being very doubtfuJ. 

Duriug my stay in Colesl>erg 1 bad mucb pleasure i 
meeting my friend Mr. Oswell, of the UoDourable i 
India Company '» Service. He was then en rotite f( 
fur interior, inteadiag to penetrate the Kaliliari i 
north-westerly ilirectiou, and visit the lake of boats. 'ITu* 
waa an expedition which I myself liad often tliougltt of 
making, but a limited finance, and my faney for collecting 
objects of natural history, led me to incline my course U> 
the more verdant forec'ts of tlie east, where I deemedl^ 
could mure certainly fir&t collect, and then export, UmA 
precious spoils of the elephant. Mr. Oswell beiog in 
want of draught oxen, 1 permitted him to select an mau} 
OS he required from my extensive stock, with wbicb j 
shortly set out, in company with Mr. Murray, i 
inti>resting journey of discovery. I was occupied I 
Colesberg till the 12th of April, when I marched 1 
" Cuil Vonteyn," ii farm helon^ng to a Mrs. Van 1 
wliieh I reaiihcd in about three hours ; the country a|| 
kiirroo, herds of springboks feeding in t^ight of the ht 
1 lore I found nine hcavilj-laden waggons drawn up, wfaie 
1 had hired and hulen up to transport my coUectiiHi ( 
bunting trophies to the sea. When I entered Coltf 
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Ix^rg I bad almost made up my mind to make another 
^liaoting expedition into the interior; but a combina- 
tion of eircum stances induced me at length to leave 
Africa for a. season, and re-visit my native land. I 
itih much sorrow and reluctance in coming to tliia reso- 
lution ; for although I had now spent the greater part of 
.Hvc seasons in hunting in the far interior the various 
{tame of Southern Africa, I ncvcrtlieless did not feel in 
tin- slightest degree satiated with the sport which it 
art'nrded. On the contrary, the wild, free, healthy, 
iiiauiing life of a hunter had grown upon me, and I 
lii\ed it more and more. I could not help confessing 
if> myself, however, that in the most laborious yet noble 
pursuit of elephant-hunting I was over-taxing my frame 
;ind too rapidly wearing down my constitution. More- 
over) the time required to reach those extremely distant 
liiiids frequenttfl by the elephant was so great tliat it 
consumed nearly one-half of the season in going and 
returning, and I ever found that my dogs and horses bad 
lost much of their spirit by the time they reached those 
very remote districts. My nerves and constitution were 
runsiderably shaken by tlie power of a scorching African 
sun, and I coneidered that a voyage to England would 
greatly recruit my powers, and that on retuniiog I should 
renew my pursuits with increased zest. 

Having thus resolved to leave the colony, I directed 
my mnrch towards Port Eli/abeth, by way of Graff Rci- 
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nett, crosfiing the bold mouot^n range of Snewberg. On 
the 10th of May I reached the shores of the ocean, 
which Rmter and others of my followers, now beholding 
for the first time, gazed upon with wonder and with awe. 
On the 10th I took my passage for old England in the 
liarque '* Augusta." My valuable collection of trophie> 
and my Cape waggon, weighing all together upwards of 
thirty tons, were then carefully shipped, and on the 7th 
ol June I set sail (my little Bushman accompanying me) 
for my native land, after a sojourn of nearly five years in 
the wild hunting-grounds of Southern Africa. 



THE END. 
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